
*****DRAFT***** 
 

The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, October 5, 
2023, at the town hall.  
 
Supervisor Hogue called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call – Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor 
          Karen Ellsweig, Councilperson              
          Steve Budofsky, Councilperson 
             Susan Parks-Landis, Councilperson  
                                     Vincent C. Galligan, Jr., Councilperson         
 
 Recording Secretary – Teresa Collins, Town Clerk 
 
               Others  Present – Richard Robbins, Planning Board Chair  
                    Troy Johnstone, Esq. – Attorney for the town 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT - Mr. Miller  
Regarding the solar law, back in March Councilperson Galligan mentioned not in favor of the changes in 
the law. Given the fact that the board appointed two board members to give a report on the solar law. 
Which I never saw a report.  It seems like taking the law out of the zoning is being rushed through. Like 
this is a predetermined negative declaration given that the fact the developer said that without change 
the law will be impossible through the solar development at least at a large-scale solar developer. 
Basically, what they are saying is if you don’t change the law no major solar development, come to 
Forestburgh, if you change the law that give the potential of hundreds of thousands of acres, solar 
farms. That clear cutting hundreds potentially thousand of acres. Now if the board relied on the use of 
special use review that is something totally different. That one specific project when you change the 
zoning that for all projects. Regarding zoning law, last week there was a public hearing that I think is 
premature. To my understanding since the last public hearing there have been changes made. 
  
MINUTES – September 7, 2023, Minutes   
MOTION by Councilperson Budofsky, seconded by Councilperson Ellsweig, Supervisor Hogue  and 
Councilperson Landis abstained.  Vote: 3 ayes – 2 nays. Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES – September 27, 2023, Public hearings Minutes   
MOTION by Councilperson Budofsky, seconded by Councilperson Ellsweig, Councilperson Galligan 
abstained   Vote: 4 ayes – 1 nay. Motion carried. 
 
GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #183-200 in the sum of $9949.52 as set forth in abstract #10 were audited 
for payment. MOTION by Councilperson Budofsky, seconded by Councilperson Landis, to pay the 
General Fund Vouchers.  Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nay. Motion carried.  
 
HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - #100-110 in the sum of $19,575.45 as set forth in abstract #10 were 
reviewed. MOTION by Councilperson Landis, seconded by Councilperson Ellsweig to accept the highway 
fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes - 0 nays. Motion carried. 
 



ESCROW FUND VOUCHERS – None  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 



Zoning regulations -



















 



MOTION by Councilperson Ellsweig, seconded by Councilperson Budofsky to table until the next meeting 
as per attorney Troy Johnstone recommendation. 
 Vote: 5 ayes - 0 nays. Motion carried. 
 
Solar Law – 

 



 



Town will declare lead agency regarding SEQRA Determination of Significance Solar Energy System 
Negative Declaration. 





 



 



      



NEW BUSINESS    
 
EMS contact – Councilperson Landis will reach out to the county emergency coordinator to set up a 
meeting with all interested party. 
 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT PROPETY TAX EXEMPTION – (10% assess value reduction) 
Councilperson Ellsweig will investigate all facts on this issue before the town will make their final 
decision. 
 
911 Signage – Supervisor Hogue suggests a notice be place in the town newsletter that all house in 
forestburgh should have a house number in front of their home.  
 
(Councilperson Landis suggested that if the democrat can put something in the paper regarding  
 911 Signage and the EMS issue with the state and the county) 
  
2024 Budget – Supervisor Hogue asked the Board to review the 2024 tentative budget.  
 
Bar appointment –  
MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, second by Councilperson Landis to reappoint Christopher Cavello for the 
Board of Assessment review for next three years. 
 
REPORTS – BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Vacancies – ZBA secretary 
 
Planning Board – No September meeting  
 
Fire Department – Looking for a treasurer, Christmas run will be on 12/10, the roast beef dinner was   
successful (they served 200 dinners). 
 
MOTION by Supervisor Hogue to adjourn at 7:12 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Teresa Collins  
 Town Clerk 

 


