
*****DRAFT***** 
 

The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, 
June 4, 2026, at the town hall.   

  

Supervisor Hogue called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  

  

Roll Call: Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor  
           Steven Budofsky, Councilperson  

             Vincent Galligan, Councilperson  
                           Susan Parks Landis, Councilperson 
                                         Robert Sipos, Councilperson 
 
Other Present            Troy Johnstone, Attorney for the Town                     
                     
Recording             Teresa Collins, Town Clerk 
Secretary 
 
MINUTES – May 7, 2026, regular town board meeting minutes are acknowledged receipt. 
MOTION by Councilperson Budosfsky, seconded by Councilperson Landis. 
Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

 

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - # 108-122 in the sum of $19,042.28 as set forth in abstract #7 of 

2026 were audited for payment.  MOTION by Councilperson Landis, seconded by Councilperson 

Budofsky to pay for the General Fund Vouchers 2026. 

Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nay. Motion carried.  

 

 HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - # 63-80 in the sum of $28,624.87 as set forth in abstract #5 of 

2026 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilperson Budofsky, seconded by Councilperson Sipos, to 

accept the Highway Fund Vouchers 2026. Vote: 5 ayes - 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE –  
 

 



 



 
 



 

 



 



 



 
  



 



 



 
Board of assessments Review – Looking for two board members for the board of assessment 

review.   



Server for Town Computers – Teresa Collins Town Clerk/Councilperson Galligan- we done a lot 

of vetting and spoke to different groups. We found that Computer doctor does 90% if Sullivan 

County as far as computer work. Very reliable and does great with people. He works off state 

funds for state bids as far as the cost goes which allow us to basically work with him and 

factually set up some assessment. We did check with a few other vendors, but it seems like the 

only ones that are interested in Sullivan County are just newbies, people that have just started 

in the business. Supervisor Hogue – The town basically runs off internet like you have in your 

house right now. This would be the town in the modern era, so to speak with a secure server 

that would store all the town information instead of just being in a cloud or your Microsoft 

account. It is something we are going to have to do if we gain another 150 residents. So, we are 

kind of trying to be proactive and do it now because it is time. Most towns in Sullivan County 

have gone to the .gov thing with servers. In today day and age with ransomware and everything 

else that you do, insurance company highly recommends. Councilperson Galligan -I recommend 

that we budget $30,000 and if everybody approves gets it started with computer doctor based 

on state bid process for the equipment and his views of what his labor is going to cost. That 

includes doing everything by backing up all the systems we currently have in the new system 

and that includes the new computers. Supervisor Hogue – we do have funds to purchase it, in 

contingency and in unallocated fund balance.  

 

MOTION by Councilperson Galligan seconded by Councilperson Landis is not to exceed 
$30,000 in the purchase of a server system and associated equipment from the computer 
doctor. Roll call: Supervisor Hogue – aye, Councilperson Budofsky – aye,           
Councilperson Landis – aye, Councilperson – Sipos – aye, Councilperson Galligan – aye  
Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

 

Camera system for Highway Department- Supervisor Hogue- we have been trying to get some 

estimates from people. PN Fire & Burglar Alarm gave us an estimate of $5,253.50. 

Councilperson Galligan contacted One Stop Computer in Port Jervis, and their estimate quote is 

$1,999.99 for I cameras, 8 security cameras that have smart AI human face detection, set up 

installations and run all necessary cable and terminals and set up configure it to remote app 

access.  

 

MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, seconded by Councilperson Budofsky to purchase the eight 
cameras from One Stop Computer for the cost of $1,999.99. 
Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

 

Highway Diesel Fuel Tank- Supervisor Hogue – highway garage has a leak on the internal tank 

into the external tank. The tank has been there for probably close to 30 years. Town engineer 

Joe Gottlieb will draw up some specs for it. We need to pick a date for open bid. Open bid date 

is July 15,2026 at 2 p.m. at the town clerk office.  

 



July Meeting – Supervisor Hogue – Board members won’t be available on July 2nd; therefore, 

we would not have a quorum. Meeting re-scheduled for July 16th at 6 p.m.  

 

Standard Workday – Supervisor Hogue – we need to motion to adopt. The Town of Forestburgh 

Board hereby adopts a standard workday and reporting resolution for elected and appointed 

officials which we report, submitted to the New York State Local Retirement System based on 

regular activities, maintained and submitted by the officials to the clerk of this body. New York 

State requires that every so many years the official of the town that works here.  

 

MOTION by Councilperson Budofsky, seconded by Councilperson Sipos, to accept 
standard workday records that were submitted so we can send it to the state.  
Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

 

Liquor License- Supervisor Hogue – we received a standard notice form for a 30- day notice to a 

local municipality or community board from Anthony Marusic of Forage Pizza.  It’s a application 

for a liquor license. The town has 30 days to respond, or we can motion to waive the 30 days 

and just send it back that we waive the 30-days advance notice requirement for Forage Pizza at 

2846 State Route 42.   

 

MOTION by Councilperson Budofsky, seconded by Councilperson Sipos, to acknowledge 
the receipt of the application and waive the 30 day response.   
Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

 

Surplus – Supervisor Hogue – Dog Control Office would like to declare a crate for 
transport of dogs as surplus, so we would be allowed to discard it.  
 
MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, seconded by Councilperson Landis, to declare the crate 
that we have for transport of dogs as surplus and leave it up to the animal control officer to 
dispose of it as appropriate.    
Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

 

Town Line Solar Project- Supervisor Hogue- I met with the with the Town of Thompson and 

Sullivan County, Heather Brown and Scott Mace, a member of Bill Rieber prior to Scott Mace 

about the town line solar project which was proposed on the town line between Thompson and 

Forestburgh over by the Melody Lake area. There is a lot of misinformation out there. Theres is 

a lot of bad information out there. The real information that I have gathered from the meeting 

from RWE who is the builder of it, and from our towns and the county representatives, is a 200 

megawatt power station capable of powering approximately 27000 homes. There is a battery 

energy storage system proposed. There has not been an application submitted. The application 

gets submitted to ORES not to the town. So, until there is an application there is really all we 

know until we can see the application. New York State DEC hasn’t even seen the application yet. 

So, 2,887 acres in total between the two towns. There are approximately 1,200 acres of panels. 



What pertains to this town is 1,100 acres in the Town of Forestburgh. There will be 

approximately 300 acres of that which will be panels. The battery energy storage system 

originally proposed to be in Forestburgh is now in the Town of Thompson close proximity to the 

Marshy South Power Line. Forestburgh is largely or wholly a environmental conservation 

mitigation portion of the project. Of those 1,100 acres about 800 acres will remain undisturbed. 

It’s a 20 year plan for the panels. So, for 20 years it’ll be 800 acres that undisturbed. 300 acres 

of panels are mostly on existing food plots that have been planted over the years back there by 

hunting clubs. There will be some tree cutting back in there, but it will be minimal as compared 

to the tree cutting that has occurred already in the Town of Thompson. The property owner 

themselves did that. The process. In 2019 New York State created the Climate Control Act and 

that where they created the office of renewable Energy Siting which is ORES. In 2020 during the 

budget process New York State gave ORES the sole responsibility of reviewing approving or 

denying applications for large scale solar which is anything over 25 megawatts. Local ZBA 

boards may hear requests for variances for various local law discrepancies such as height, 

setbacks, and lot coverage but ORES has the authority to override whatever your local 

government says, what your local zoning does. Town boards and local government do not have 

the authority to say yes or no to projects of this size. The state took that away from us. New 

York State is a home rule state, not the town but New York state is. However, with litigation we 

are slowly losing our rights as citizens, and we are losing our rights as local government. This is 

a fine example of that. There is no increased demand or pressure on groundwater and there no 

wastewater or sewer discharges in local streams and rivers. So, if you want to look at a bright 

side of the black field of solar panels, that is one of them. Local government has no bearing on 

the approval process due to New State laws enacted in 2019 and 2020. Municipalities across 

the state including those in the Adirondack Park and sensitive areas such as a big one in Fort 

Edward right now in protected grassland the ORES just granted permits for in total opposition 

from everybody involved except for the 8 or 10 member board, quasi-government board of 

ORES. I will say though the Town of Thomspon, Town of Forestburgh and Sullivan County have 

jointly met on this, many times. We have jointly intervener funds available for $200,000 once 

the application is filed, the developer has given to the local municipalities so that we can do 

checks to make sure that they are compliant with ORES rules and with whatever rules may 

apply locally. So, the three of us decided to combine our intervener funds which is cumulatively 

$200,000. That would have been split between the three of us. So, the three of us got together 

and we hired Harris Beach as legal advisors, which is one of the largest law firms with the most 

background in solar and renewable energy. They’ve been on both sides of the table both for the 

developer and for municipalities and we’ve hired Sterling Environmental Engineering as our 

engineering firm cumulatively. So once that application is filed possible by the end of this 

month that triggers our timeline to request those intervener funds. I spoke with the county and 

the Town of Thompson and once the application is filed and we get a look at it, we jointly want 

to have a public informational meeting not by the developer but by the municipalities, probably 

at the government center. Motion by Supervisor Hogue to open the floor to Chris Titus to say 

couple of words. 





 
Supervisor Hogue – a couple of other things, I asked RWE in one of the meetings how close 

they were to the Neversink Gorge. The fence line to the state land property, the closest part, 

down in one corner is 835 feet from the state land according to how they map it on the 

computer. All the stuff that Chris spoke about is supposed to be addressed in the permit 

application. Our attorney and environmental engineer is going to review that and grassroots 

effort like what Chris is doing will hopefully force ORES to make sure that it’s all good too. Like I 

said they operate under their own set of rules separate from the town rules. One thing about 

the solar, which is a benefit, is that they anticipate RWE $22 million in pilot programs, pilot 

payment to the municipalities over 20 years. That’s $1.1 million a year average in payments to 



the towns and the council. Split up proportionally based on being a small town, we would get a 

smaller portion than Thompson or the county. That’s their payment in lieu of taxes program. 

Councilperson Galligan – if you go to the ORES website in the state, it got every piece of paper 

between the state any one of the organizations, that’s all public information. Then you can see 

the application when it’s up in there and you can follow along. Supervisor Hogue – open the 

floor for public comment: Tracy Barnes, Mr. Miller, Joe Johnson, Yakov Mandolovics, Carol Starr 

and Laura Gordon. All comments were heard and answered.  

 

 

REPORTS – BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

PLANNING BOARD – Chairman Robbins -We had our regular meetings. There was one item 

on the agenda. The Eagle Creek 10 stock replacement site plan approval. We adopted a 

resolution granting the application. Received correspondence from Grand Luxury Retreat 

changing their name to Hudson Valley Sanctuary.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, second by Councilperson Landis to 
adjourn at 6:58 p.m. 
 
  

     Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Teresa Collins, 
Town Clerk 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


