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Town of Forestburgh - Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes  

   February 10, 2025 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Date: February 10, 2025 
Time: 7:24 PM 

The regular meeting of the zoning board was called at 7:24 PM following the Public Hearing 
 
MINUTES – Minutes for the January 7, 2025 meeting that were submitted for review. 
MOTION by Member Jim Steinberg, second by Member Hilda Lehr to accept minutes.  All members 
in favor. 
 

The ZBA board reviewed the five criteria for granting an area variance and ruled as follows 
with regard to the remaining two area variance requests: 

1. Can the benefit be achieved by other means? 
o No longer pertinent since the project meets the requirements as a 

nonconforming parcel in accordance with the new 2023 zoning code. 
2. Will there be an undesirable change to the neighborhood? 

o The ZBA Board noted that there were no objections from neighbors; multiple 
residents praised the improvements. 

3. Is the request substantial? 
o The side yard setback (7 feet instead of 50 feet) is substantial, but the small 

lot size and the pre-existing location of the clubhouse building justifies it. 
The second variance request to allow an accessory building (bathhouse) to be 
closer to the road than the primary structure (clubhouse) was not 
considered to be substantial by the Board.  

4. Will the variance cause environmental harm? 
o No environmental concerns; a SEQR negative declaration was issued 

previously by the Planning Board 
5. Is the difficulty self-created? 

o Yes, but the ZBA ruled that this alone was not a reason for denial. 

Final Decision: 

• Ed Pajak made a motion to approve the two remaining variances (side yard setback & 
bathhouse placement); seconded by Dave Griffin, with the following Area Variance 
Conditions of Approval: 

1. Town Costs. Payment of all fees in accordance with the Town’s fee schedule and 
payment of any outstanding consultant fees. 

2. Approved Site Plan and Special Use Permit. The variance to reduce the required side 
yard setback for the existing barn from 50 feet to 7 feet and variance to allow an 
accessory structure (bathhouse) to be located closer to the road than the primary 



structure is conditioned on Applicant obtaining site plan approval and a special use 
permit from the Planning Board. The variances shall be deemed revoked and void if the 
Planning Board Does not grant site plan approval and a special use permit for 
Applicant’s proposed clubhouse use. 

3. Enforcement. Non-compliance with any of the conditions set forth herein shall 
constitute a violation enforceable by the Town Building Inspector / Code Enforcement 
Officer, including suspension or revocation of the area variances granted herein. 

 

Board Vote: Carl Amaditz, Ed Pajak, Hilda Lehr, Dave Griffin in favor, Jim Steinburg opposed.  

A motion was made at 7:45 by Dave Griffin to close the meeting, seconded by Hilda Lehr. All 
members in favor. 

The Chair thanked all participants and closed the meeting at approximately 7:45 PM. 

 Prepared By: Elizabeth Regan,    

                         ZBA secretary 

 


