
*****DRAFT***** 
 

The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held a Work Session on Thursday, September 5, 2024, at 
the town hall.   
  

Supervisor Hogue called the Work Session to order at 5:30 P.M.  

  

Roll Call – Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor  

                   Karen Ellsweig, Councilperson                 

                   Steve Budofsky, Councilperson  

                       Susan Parks-Landis, Councilperson   

                        Vincent C. Galligan, Jr., Councilperson    

      

 Recording Secretary – Teresa Collins, Town Clerk  
Troy Johnstone, Esq. – Attorney for the town  
 
No action taken.  
 

MOTION TO CLOSE THE WORK SESSION -Motion by Supervisor Hogue, seconded by 
Councilperson Budofsky to end the work session at 5.33 p.m.  
 

MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION – MOTION by Supervisor Hogue to enter into 
executive session for discussion on personnel matters pertaining to the building dept  
at 5.35 p.m. 
 
No action taken 
 
 MOTION OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION – MOTION by Supervisor Hogue at 5.42 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Teresa Collins, 
Town Clerk 

 

 

 



 

*****DRAFT***** 
 

The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, 
 September 5, 2024, at the town hall.   

  

Supervisor Hogue called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  

  

Roll Call – Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor  

                   Karen Ellsweig, Councilperson                 

                   Steve Budofsky, Councilperson  

                       Susan Parks-Landis, Councilperson   

                        Vincent C. Galligan, Jr., Councilperson    

      

 Recording Secretary – Teresa Collins, Town Clerk  

Troy Johnstone, Esq. – Attorney for the town  

Others Present – Richard Robbins, Planning Board Chair 

LL#2 2024 “Amending Zoning Code bulk tables – Motion by Supervisor Hogue, second 

Councilperson Landis to table Local Law #2 and remove it from the agenda for tonight. 

 Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT- Councilperson Budofsky  

Board Comments on the Town Board’s Meeting Procedure 

In light of the consistent criticism of this board’s manner of conducting meetings 

and the erroneous statements pertaining to the Open Meetings Law, it is prudent that 

the following information again be provided in order to make clear what is accurate 

under the law. 

Section 106 of the Open Meetings Law addresses public meetings and the taking 

of minutes. 

*Minutes shall be taken at all open meetings of a public body which shall consist 

of a record or summary of all motions, proposals, resolutions and any other matter 

formally voted upon and the vote thereon. 

*It is clear that minutes need not consist of a verbatim account of what is said.  

*A Town Board may determine rules of meeting procedure. 

*The public does not have a right to speak at government meetings. Public 

comment may be authorized or not included as part of a meeting agenda at all at the 



discretion of the chairperson and/or the Town Board. The Town Board may also 

determine the procedure governing public comment. 

*If allowed, board members are not obligated to respond to public comments or 

questions. 

*The Town Board may set time limits on public comment as well as prohibit 

personal attacks, insults, obscene language and slanderous remarks. Slanderous 

remarks are not protected speech under the First Amendment and no matter an 

individual’s personal opinion regarding any action taken by the Town Board do they 

have a place during a public meeting. Slanderous and other prohibited statements 

include, but are not limited to, referencing any action taken by the board as being 

compared to or motivated by racial, religious or personal animus, bias or 

discrimination. Any person making such statements will immediately forfeit the 

privilege of continuing to speak during public comment.  

Considering the numerous malicious personal attacks on Forestburgh Town 

Board, Planning Board and ZBA members and the continued inappropriate behavior 

and violations of the Forestburgh public meeting rules, it is now restated, as has been 

many times before, that such attacks on any board, individual board member or town 

employee will not be tolerated. 

If similar language is contained in a letter submitted for inclusion at a meeting 

that letter will not be read at a public meeting. 

I will again read the Forestburgh Town Board meeting rules which its chair or 

members may enforce without further warning or notice. 

I encourage every individual who attends, or plans to attend a meeting in 

Forestburgh, to become familiar with them. 

Without going into every single detail, video equipment, all video and audio 

equipment using the tripod, or other similar equipment must be set up only in the area 

designated in the rear of the meeting room and must be contained within that area. This 

rule has been violated at every meeting for almost three years. Handheld video and 

audio equipment may be used by those seated in the public meeting area. Provided that 

use of any equipment does not distract and disturb others in attendance or disrupt the 

deliberative process and may be restricted or prohibited as deem necessary. And last 

public comment, while public comment is encouraged during the public comment 

segment on the agenda. Please do not disrupt the meeting by speaking out of turn or 

making random comments during the meeting without acknowledgement from the 

board. There shall be no offensive language, slanderous comments were shouting 

primitive when addressing the board members of the public will do so in a civil and 

respectful manner. Disruptions by cell phone conversations chatter, clapping, cheering 



or repeated exit and reentry from the room are considered disruptive as well. It is 

expected that any members of the public in attendance conduct themselves in a manner 

which is respectful of the deliberative process, those refusing to adhere to these rules 

may be moved by authorities. 

Susan Hawvermale - questioning the senior expenditures.  

Zev Tarkieltaub –

 



 

 

Mr. Miller and Mr. Memolovitz commented on items that were not on the agenda.  

Supervisor Hogue has stressed numerous times that public comment is on items that 

are only on the agenda.  

MINUTES – MINUTES – August 1, 2024, regular board meeting minutes are acknowledged 
receipt. MOTION by Councilperson Landis, seconded by Councilperson Budofsky. 
Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nay. Motion carried.  

 

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #151 –173 in the sum of $14,325.46 as set forth in abstract #7 of 

2024 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilperson Budofsky, seconded by 

Councilperson Landis to pay the General Fund Vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nay. Motion carried.  

  

HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - #52-57 in the sum of $27,495.27 as set forth in abstract #6 of 

2024 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilperson Ellsweig, seconded by Councilperson Budofsky 

to accept the highway fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes - 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

ESCROW FUND VOUCHERS – #11-15 in the sum of $1162.50 as set forth in abstract#5 of 2024 

were reviewed. MOTION by Councilperson Landis, seconded by Councilperson Ellsweig to 

accept the Escrow Fund Vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion Carried.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE – 



 



 



 



 



 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

911 Numbering- will be table for next month.  

 

EV charging stations of Town Hall – MOTION by Councilperson Ellsweig, second by 
Councilperson Galligan to sign memorandum agreement. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. 
 

2025 Budget – Supervisor Hogue – Budget workshop will be scheduled for October 9, 2024, at 5 

p.m. Secondary budget workshop date if needed will be October 16, 2024, at 5 p.m.  

 

October Regular Meeting- October regular town board meeting will be rescheduled for Tuesday  

October 1, 2024, at 6 p.m. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 

Building Inspector –

 



MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, second Councilperson Budofsky to appoint Kaitlen Madison 

Castillo to the expired term of the building inspector for the Town of Forestburgh.  

Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.   

 

Appoint Jeff Bank for Town Clerk and Tax Collector accounts – Motion by Supervisor Hogue, 

second by Councilperson Landis to name Jeff Bank for the Town Clerk and Tax Collector 

Accounts. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.  

 

Resolution opposing OSHA volunteer FD Mandates – 

 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING OSHA’S EMERGENCY RESPONSE STANDARD AS 

CURRENTLY PROPOSED  

WHEREAS, the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) recently 

released its proposed Emergency Response Standard, outlining new standards for emergency 

response personnel and agencies, both volunteer and paid; and  

WHEREAS, the Town of Forestburgh’s emergency response leaders have shared grave concerns 

with one another and this Board about this proposal, should it be enacted; and  

WHEREAS, the Town of Forestburgh echoes the sentiment of the Sullivan County Legislature’s 

Resolution 396-24; and  

WHEREAS, the Town of Forestburgh’s Fire Departments are completely volunteer and operate 

on small, taxpayer-supported budgets; and  

WHEREAS, the proposal’s “one size fits all” approach makes it virtually impossible for rural 

fire districts to implement without significant tax hikes and costly procedural changes, including 

the hiring of clerical staff and as much as a 40% increase in annual budgets in order to maintain 

compliance; and  

 WHEREAS, the time given to review the proposal has not been sufficient, with comments due 

by July 22, 2024; and  

WHEREAS, the NYS Association of Counties, Conference of Mayors, Association of Towns and 

other large organizations have agreed this proposal threatens to deeply harm, even shut down, 

struggling fire departments across New York State and beyond;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Forestburgh joins firefighters and 

advocacy organizations in demanding OSHA make changes to this proposed rule that would not 

be unduly burdensome on our volunteer first-responders serving rural areas such as ours; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Forestburgh requests the comment and review 

period be extended at least to September 21, 2024, as requested by the Sullivan County 

Legislature, to permit a thorough understanding of the impacts of this proposal; and  



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Forestburgh asks our Federal representatives to 

join it in advocating for an OSHA proposal that is technically and economically feasible for 

small-sized emergency response agencies such as those that serve the Town of Forestburgh and 

Sullivan County.  

Motion by Councilperson Ellsweig, second by Councilperson Landis to accept the resolution. 

Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.  

Resolution on Tax Certiorari - 

 

Motion by Councilperson Ellsweig, second by Councilperson Budofsky to accept the resolution. 

Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.  

 



REPORTS – BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

PLANNING BOARD REPORT- Richard Robbins, there was no meeting. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Jim Steinberg, September 28, 2024, Roast beef dinner 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 

the firehouse, September 10, 2024, fire commissioner budget workshop and October 15, 2024, 

Public Hearing. 

 

  

 



ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, second by Councilperson Landis to 
adjourn at 6.47 p.m.    

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Teresa Collins, 
Town Clerk 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


