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TOWN OF FORESTBURGH - TOWN BOARD 

RESOLUTION  

Regarding SEQRA Determination of Significance  

Solar Energy Systems 

Negative Declaration 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh adopts a SEQR 

Negative Declaration determining that this Action will not have a significant adverse impact on 

the environment, as follows: 

This Resolution is adopted pursuant to 6 NYCRR 617 (the SEQR Regulations) and Article 

8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law. 

The Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh, as lead agency and sole involved agency, 

determines that the proposed Action described below will not have a significant adverse effect on 

the environment and an environmental impact statement will not be prepared. 

Name of Action:   Solar Energy Systems Local Law   

Lead Agency:   Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh  

Involved Agencies:   None 

SEQR Status:   Unlisted 

Interested Agencies:  Sullivan County Planning Commission, Town of Lumberland, Town of  

Thompson, Town of Mamakating, Town of Bethel 

Public Hearing:  September 27, 2023 

Determination:  Negative Declaration 

Conditioned:   No 

 

Project Description and Action 

The Town of Forestburgh (“Town”) Town Board seeks to amend the Town Code by adding 

a chapter establishing regulations applicable to the installation of solar energy facilities (the 

“Action”)  The local law entitled “Solar Energy Systems” (“SES”) is attached as Appendix 1.  

The SES regulation is a generally applicable local law and is adopted under Article IX of the New 

York State Constitution, New York Municipal Home Rule Law § 10, New York Statute of Local 

Governments § 10, and New York Town Law §§ 261-263. 
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Reasons Supporting the Determination  

The Town Board evaluated all 11 questions in the SEAF Part 2 and did not identify any moderate 

to large impacts that would result as a result of the Action.  

The SES local law provides standards to facilitate the development and operation of solar energy 

systems in the Town of Forestburgh, subject to a land use permitting process and other reasonable 

conditions that will protect the public health, safety and welfare, and the environment.  The SES 

local law establishes regulations for SES less than 25 kilowatt (“KW”) (“Small-Scale”) and for 

SES greater than 25 KW (“Large Scale”).   

The Small-Scale systems include roof-mounted, ground-mounted, and building integrated solar 

panels.  Small Scale systems are allowed in all zoning districts as an accessory use but must comply 

with the NYS Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code (“Building Code”), NYSERDA, the 

NYS Energy Conservation Code (“Energy Code”). Roof-mounted and building integrated solar 

panels require building permits. Ground-mounted Small-Scale Systems require site plan approval 

and are subject to the requirements in § 134-14, which are intended to avoid or mitigation and 

environmental impact.  

Large-Scale systems are only allowed in the Recreational Residential and Rural Conservation 

zoning districts requiring site plan approval, special use permit, and are subject to the requirements 

and strict land-use controls set forth in § 134-15, including treatment as a SEQRA Type I  action 

(§ 134-15 [B] [12]).  

The SES regulations are consistent with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan to conserve the 

quality and quantity of natural, historic and scenic resources for the use and enjoyment of all 

residents by preserving the visual quality of the Town as viewed from its highways and by 

protecting important wildlife habitats. 

Based on the foregoing and on the administrative record as a whole, the adoption of the SES local 

law will not result in any of the impacts identified in § 617.7 (c) (1).  All potential impacts 

identified in the Part 2 SEAF and in § 617.7 (c) (1) were considered and found to be not relevant, 

not significant, or would otherwise be avoided and mitigated by the land use restrictions and 

requirements incorporated SES local law.  Impacts from such uses are avoided or mitigated by the 

applicable bulk area standards that require appropriate lot sizes and setback, and any specific 

impacts from future development would be controlled by the planning Board during the site plan 

and/or special use permit application process. 

Upon review of the information set forth in the administrative record, and considering both the 

magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the Town 

Board of the Town of Forestburgh, as lead agency that, this Action will result in no significant 

adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact statement need not 

be prepared.  

Accordingly, this NEGATIVE DECLARATION is issued. 
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Contact Person: Supervisor Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Town Hall, 332 King Road, Town of Forestburgh, 

NY 12777. Telephone: (845) 794-0611.  

A copy of this SEQRA determination of significance and Negative Declaration filed with the Town 

clerk.  

 On a motion by Councilperson ____________________, seconded by 

_______________________, the resolution was adopted on a roll call vote, the results which 

follow: 

 

Supervisor Daniel S. Hogue, Jr.    Aye – Nay – Abstain 

Councilmember Steven Budofsky    Aye – Nay – Abstain 

Councilmember Karen Ellsweig   Aye – Nay – Abstain 

Councilmember Vincent Galligan   Aye – Nay – Abstain 

Councilmember Susan Parks-Landis   Aye – Nay – Abstain 

 

Adopted this __th day of _____ 2023.  

By Order of the Forestburgh Town Board  

Teresa Collins, Town Clerk 

 

I, TERESA COLLINS, Town Clerk of the Town of Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New York, 

DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was approved by the Town Board of the 

Town of Forestburgh on October __, 2023 and that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript 

of the original local law and of the whole thereof and that said original local law is on file in the 

Town Clerk’s office.  

I DO FURTHER CERTIFY that each of the members of the Town Board had due notice of the 

said Town Board meeting.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the Town of 

Forestburgh this _____ day of October 2023.  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Teresa Collins, Town Clerk 

 

_______________________ 

TOWN SEAL 

 

 

 


