
                                                               *****DRAFT***** 
 

                                                            PUBLIC HEARING UPON 
 

                                                            LOCAL LAW # 1 OF 2023 
 

                                                                     June 6, 2023 
 

Supervisor Hogue called the public hearing to order at Forestburgh Fire House, 2539 Route 42, 
Forestburgh New York at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Roll Call – Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor 
          Karen Ellsweig, Councilperson              
          Steve Budofsky, Councilperson 
             Susan Parks-Landis, Councilperson  
                                     Vincent C. Galligan, Jr., Councilperson         
 
 
     Absent –   Troy Johnstone, Esq. – Attorney for the town 
 
     Recording Secretary – Teresa Collins, Deputy Town Clerk 
 
     Others present – Richard Robbins, Planning Board Chair  
 
THERE IS NO TOWN BUSINESS OTHER THEN MOTION TO PAID VOUCHERS 
 
GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - # 101-116 in the sum of $16,965.62 as set forth in abstract #6 were 
audited for payment. MOTION by Councilperson Landis, seconded by Councilperson Ellsweig, pay the 
General Fund Vouchers.  Vote: 4 ayes – 1 nay Councilperson Budofsky abstained. Motion carried.  
 
HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - # 50-54 in the sum of $28,072.29 as set forth in abstract #6 were 
reviewed. MOTION by Councilperson Budofsky, seconded by Councilperson Landis to accept the 
highway fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes - 0 nays. Motion carried. 
 

FORESTBURGH TOWN BOARD PUBLIC HEARING RULES 

1. Please sign in with the clerk to speak prior to the start of the meeting. Each 

individual will have one 3-minute time slot assigned to them. 

2. The public hearing is for the town board to listen to facts/testimony 

presented. It is not a designated question and answer session. The board 

will consider all testimony presented. 

3. Please direct all statements to the board as a unit and not to individual 

board members. 



4. Do not respond to or interrupt speakers and please remain silent while 

others are speaking. 

5. All testimony is restricted to matters regarding the proposed Zoning Code. 

No comments pertaining to any other subject matter is permitted. 

6. Please be respectful of the process. No inappropriate conduct, foul 

language, yelling or slanderous/accusatory language is permitted. 

7. Violations of these rules will terminate the 3-minute time slot as well as 

jeopardize continued attendance at the hearing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Susan Hawvermale - My concern is that there are a lot of things to regulate here. We only have a 

part-time building inspector. And I would think that all that is within these new zoning regulations would 

keep two people busy, not just part time. So, please consider how these are going to be regulated. 

Because if they're not regulated then they're only as good as the paper they're written on, and we need 

to have a level playing field so that everyone abides by the zoning regulations across the board. 

Liz Regan – Member of the Board, each of these residents I am representing actually live in the 

neighborhoods which would be negatively impacted. None are opposed to a fair and reasonable plan for 



commercial development as the board has already agreed to. However, the push for the additional lots 

to be zoned commercial is entirely unreasonable, violates our comprehensive plan and poses a threat to 

our environment as well as to the character of our neighborhoods. As it is now, I fish out garbage (can, 

paper wrappings, etc. form the brook at least every other week). I do not believe that the owners of the 

forestburgh store or forage pizza have anything to do with it and believe they are environmentally and 

morally responsible but they, nor anyone else, can control what the customers do. I have seen people 

eating by the dry hydrant, then pulled garbage out the brook later that day. Additionally, not one 

individual in favor of adding all these lots actually lives there. How different would their opinion be if 

they did or if the proposed lots were adjacent to where they live? All we ask is that the board firmly 

adheres to what was previously agreed to at 2 meetings after hearing evidence to support our concerns. 

Nothing has been presented which supports doing otherwise. Also please take into account the fact that 

we did agree to the compromise of adding numerous lots to the commercial zones which provide more 

than enough opportunity for commercial development.   

List of neighborhoods residents opposed the overdevelopment of the B1 district and the B2 district. 

Liz Regan 

Andy Regan 

Teresa Collins  

Patrick Collins  

John Bergen  

Beverly Bergan  

Katie Marchetto 

 Pete Marchello 

 Elizabeth Klein  

Laurie Steinberg 

Jim Steinberg  

Ilona Budofsky 

Steve Budofsky 

Garret Newfield  

Dana Parks 

Cori Sarares 

Dpn Sarares 

Marion Harrison  

Jay Harrison  

Lisa Wissman 

Arthur Petrowsky  

Socrates Ortiz  

 

Evan Stankunas – we have been residents of this town for about five years. Tonight, we feel our 

way of life is being attacked under this town board. We urge the town board to vote no. A town of 800 

people has a population density of 14 residents per square mile.  For this town board to dictate when 

animals would be permitted on my land. This town board dictates how many dogs and cats I can keep on 



my property. How many chickens I may have. Or dictate what time I can let the birds out of the chicken 

coop. We urge the remove of section 18019 and section 18024 that require a special permit to run a 

home base business. We do not believe a town official should have the right to inspect my home on a 

yearly basis if I want to consult from my Home Office. In today's entrepreneurial climate you should be 

encouraging more people to start businesses from home, not dissuading them because of town required 

inspections. We believe that these changes are not predicated in the town master plan. We believe these 

draft regulations are arbitrary and capricious. Has the town documented any instances which justifies 

these regulations? We know the town is in litigation with Lost Lake. We hate to see our hard tax dollars 

being used to challenge another Article 78 proceeding. I hope the other residents speak up to make your 

opposition known of these proposed changes in zoning.  

JIM STEINBERG - 

 



YEHUDA MILLER - Dear Board Members, I hereby express my protest to the proposed new 

zoning code, as it has elements that would unjustly discriminate against the Orthodox Jewish 

community. This contradicts the principles of equality and religious freedom that are enshrined in our 

laws, and therefore must be rejected. If the Board is inclined to nevertheless move forward with the 

new proposed zoning, a Positive Declaration must be adopted and a full Environmental Impact 

Statement prepared, which should analyze, among other impacts, the disparate impact on the Orthodox 

Jewish community. 

 

Jack Gold – pass 

 

SOCRATES ORTIZ –   I heard from other people that my property was going to be changed to 

commercial.  I have owned my property for over 30 years. When I first got it, I thought it was 

commercial.  Per the town if property was not used as commercial property for a year, it was 

automatically reverse out of commercial.  More likely I feel like I have to abide by the town. Now the 

town wants to reverse it back to commercial. I am not ready for commercial; I want to get rid of the 

property. I don’t think this is fair. Once it becomes commercial the tax will go up. Then my pocket will go 

way down. What am I supposed to do?  I don’t think it’s fair.  

 

EVELYN ORTIZ – pass 



ANTHONY GRIFFIN - 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



MOTION - for the Public Hearing for Local Law #2 and Regular Board Meeting will be scheduled  

for July 6,2023. 

MOTION by Councilperson Ellsweig, seconded by Councilperson Budofsky. 
Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nay Motion carried.  
 
As per Supervisor Hogue the board will consider all public comments and review and discuss any 
potential changes that may deem significant. If so, then we will have another public hearing. If the 
changes aren’t deemed significant then the town board can move ahead or not with the zoning. 
Supervisor Hogue would like the board to review all comments and documents for the July meeting so 
that the board can decide if they wish to discuss it at the meeting or set up a separate meeting date.  
 
ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilperson Budofsky, seconded Ellsweig to adjourn at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Teresa Collins, 
Deputy Town Clerk 

                    


