*****DRAFT*****
The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, March 7, 2013 in the Town Hall.

Supervisor Sipos called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – William B. Sipos, Supervisor



    Eugene D. Raponi, Councilman



    John W. Galligan, Councilman



    Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



    Michael Creegan, Councilman


  Absent – None


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – David Bavoso, Attorney for the Town

REPORTS – 

Supervisor Sipos submitted the monthly financial report for the month of February, 2013.

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted the monthly report of clerk fees and activity for February 2013.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted monthly reports of justice court fees and activity for February, 2013.

PUBLIC COMMENT – None

MINUTES – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted minutes for the December 17, 2013 meeting for planning matters for review. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Raponi to accept the December 17, 2013 minutes. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - # 52 – 79 in the sum of $11,867.44 as set forth in abstract #3 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilman Galligan to pay general fund vouchers. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nay. Councilwoman Landis abstained due to a voucher for her mother, Evelyn Parks. Motion carried.

HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - #16-29 in the sum of $45,350.55 as set forth in abstract # 2 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Supervisor Sipos to accept highway fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
ESCROW FUND VOUCHERS - #2 in the sum of $110.00 as set forth in abstract # 2 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to pay escrow fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

LOST LAKE – Supervisor Sipos stated that Lost Lake is still waiting for final approval from the Department of Health.

DOG CONTROL – CONTRACT – Attorney Steven Kurlander appeared before the board with his client Jack Bodalowsky. Mr. Bodalowsky and his wife, Dr. Linda Bodalowsky own the Animal Hospital of Sullivan County.  They are willing to enter into contract with the town to hold any dogs picked up by our dog control officer. Discussion was held on facilities, costs, access, safety, euthanasia. Attorney Bavoso will draft a contract with Animal Hospital of Sullivan County. Matter tabled.
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW – VACANCY – Supervisor Sipos announced that there is a vacancy on the Board of Assessment Review. Position to be advertised in the newsletter. Matter tabled.

CELL TOWER UPDATE – Supervisor Sipos announced that all negotiations between Verizon and AT&T have ceased. It appears that Verizon is now out of the picture. However, the satellite has been placed on the tower and should be active for AT&T subscribers any day. 
PEST CONTROL RFP’S – Supervisor Sipos asked the board what is their pleasure with regard to the quotes received. It was the decision of the board, since the quotes are so varied to refuse all quotes received and re-bid the pest control for all four town properties. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to put out for bid pest control for the town hall, old town hall, log cabin and playground. Vote: 5 ayes - 0 nays. Motion carried.

ASSESSOR CLERK – Supervisor Sipos stated that the board is still in the process of interviewing the candidates for assessor clerk. More interviews will be held on March 26, 2013 at 4:30 in the town hall. Matter tabled.

COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN – The county wants us to adopt a resolution for their hazardous mitigation plan – however we have no plan to review. Attorney Bavoso will contact the county. Matter tabled.
ACCOUNTANT – Supervisor Sipos will continue to solicit an accountant. Matter tabled.
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE SECOND AMENDMENT – Previously the board had been presented with a resolution in support of the second amendment. The board requested time to review the resolution. 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE SECOND AMENDMENT
WHEREAS, the Right of the People to Keep and Bear Arms is guaranteed as an Individual Right under the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and under the Constitution of the State of New York, and;

WHEREAS, the Right of the People to Keep  and Bear Arms for defense of Life, Liberty, and Property is regarded as an inalienable Right by the People of the Town of Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New York, and;

WHEREAS, the Forestburgh Town Board derives economic benefit from all safe forms of firearm recreation, hunting and shooting conducted within Forestburgh using all types of firearms allowable under the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of New York, and;

WHEREAS, the Forestburgh Town Board being elected to represent the People of Forestburgh and being duly sworn by their Oath of Office to uphold the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of New York, and;

WHEREAS, legislation passed by the New York Assembly and Senate infringes on the Right to Keep and Bear Arms and would ban the possession and use of firearms now employed by individual citizens of the Town of Forestburgh, for defense of Life, Liberty and Property and would ban the possession and use of firearms now employed for safe forms of firearm recreation, hunting and shooting conducting with Town of Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New York, and;

WHEREAS, the Forestburgh Town Board believes there are many other less intrusive means available, other than rash confusing and inarticulately drafted firearm laws that would effectively control, manage and reduce violence in our society, such as mental health reforms, anti-bullying programs for schools, enforcement of existing firearm laws to the fullest extent possible, and proper psychological counseling for those in need or who request it, and;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT AND IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Town of Forestburgh Town Board does hereby opposed the enactment of any legislation that would infringe upon the Right of People to Keep and Bear Arms and consider such laws to be unnecessary and beyond lawful legislative authority granted to our State representatives, as there is no documented correlation between gun control measures and crime reduction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to President Barack Obama, Vice President Joseph Biden, Senator Charles Schumer, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, Congressman Chris Gibson, Governor Andrew Cuomo, Senator John Bonacic and Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther.

Moved by: Supervisor Sipos

Seconded by: Councilman Raponi

Vote:           5 ayes       0  nays   0  abstentions.   

NEW BUSINESS

COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

Planning Board – There are two matter before the board, the first being an application for a ball field at the Birchwoods subdivision on Rod & Gun Club Road and the second is a subdivision and a lot line change in Lake Joseph for Republic Lake Joseph.

Historian – No report – position vacant – will advertise again in newsletter

Building Inspector – Report filed

Seniors – No report until April

Green Committee – no report

Forestburgh Day – Possible cook out at the pool.

PUBLIC COMMENT – 

Mary Ann Toomey – Have you found anything out about the fence at Partricks? Supervisor Sipos stated the board and the attorney are still waiting for answers.

At this time Supervisor Sipos extended condolences to families of George (Joe) Rupp and Valerie Rupp – Joe had been our dog control officer for many, many years. His wife Valerie had been one of our assessors and data collectors for years.  Also, the passing of George Cuff who was a member of this town board for several years.

A moment of silence was held.


ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilman Galligan to adjourn at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda, 

Town Clerk
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