*****DRAFT*****
The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, February 7, 2013 at the Town Hall.

Supervisor Sipos called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – William B. Sipos, Supervisor



    Eugene D. Raponi, Councilman



    John W. Galligan, Councilman



    Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



    Michael Creegan, Councilman


   Absent – None


Recording 


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Dan Hogue, Jr. – Highway Superintendent



  William D. Bavoso, Attorney for the Town

PUBLIC COMMENT – None

REPORTS – 

Supervisor Sipos submitted the monthly financial report for the month of January, 2013.

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted a monthly report of clerk fees and activities for the month of January, 2013.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted reports of court fees and activity for the month of January, 2013.

MINUTES – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted minutes of the December 6, 2012 regular Town Board meeting for review. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Raponi to accept the minutes of the December 6, 2012 meeting. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - # 7 – 51 in the sum of $30,553.42 as set forth in abstract # 2 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to pay general fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - # 1 – 15 in the sum of $38,970.83 as set forth in abstract # 1 of 2013 and # 215 – 220 in the sum of $5,150.32 as set forth in abstract # 13 for 2012 were reviewed.  MOTION by Councilman Raponi, seconded by Councilman Galligan to accept vouchers for both 2012 and 2013. Vote: 5 ayes- 0 nays. Motion carried.
ESCROW FUND VOUCHERS - # 1 in the amount of $4,232.50 as set forth in abstract #1 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilman Galligan to pay escrow fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS – None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

LOST LAKE RESORT – Supervisor Sipos stated that the Lost Lake is still awaiting final approval from the Dept. of Health and the DEC on their storm water and waste water plans.

DOGS – Dog Control Officer Arnie Burger explained to the board that we have been picking up abused/abandoned dogs, all of which have been pit bulls from the Cold Spring Road area. Additionally, we are without a contract with a shelter. We have failed our inspection with New York State Agriculture and Markets because we do not have a contract and we do not have a proper kennel to house the animals. They have been kept here in the town hall which is totally unacceptable. The town board has requested the town engineer to visit the highway department and locate a possible site for a kennel and provide the board with the cost to construct a kennel. Discussion was held to construct a kennel and lease space to other municipalities, enter into a shared service agreement with another municipality, contract with a new humane society if one can be found and is willing to accept a contract. Discussion continued on the amount of fines/penalty from the state, further state inspections, being compliant to the agriculture and markets law under Article 7 and cost effectiveness. Matter tabled until the March meeting.
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW AND ZBA VACANCY – Supervisor Sipos stated that we currently have a vacancy on the Board of Assessment Review and the Zoning Board of Appeals. One letter of interest has been submitted for the Zoning Board of Appeals, the applicant is Michael Landis. Councilwoman Landis recuses herself from any discussion/vote on this matter. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilman Galligan to appoint Michael Landis to fill the vacancy on the Zoning Board of Appeals with the term ending December 31, 2013. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 
The town board is still seeking applicants for Board of Assessment Review.

CELL TOWER UPDATE – Supervisor Sipos stated that there is still no change in the status of the cell tower. It has been constructed and we are waiting for AT&T and Verizon to finish negotiations. 

INSURANCE RENEWAL – UMBRELLA POLICY – Previously the board has requested a quote to increase the towns umbrella policy from five million dollars to ten million dollars. We have received a quote from Selective Insurance for this increase of $7,500 without the terrorism insurance and $8,250 with terrorism. Discussion by the board over the price of the policy increase. The board will not increase the umbrella policy due to the cost.

PEST CONTROL RFP’S – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted to the board quotes from three pest control agencies. 

PESTECH - The quote from Pestech is $45.00 per month for the town hall. $390.00 per season for the pool/playground area. $260.00 per season for the old town hall  with a charge of $85.00 for squirrel trapping and removal as needed and a fee of $985.00 annually for the treatment of termites. A fee of $1,385.00 annually for the treatment of powder post beetles on the log cabin.
Pestech stated they would submit quotes for repairs to buildings, but it was never submitted.

CRAIG THOMAS PEST CONTROL – Quotes received from Craig Thomas are as follows:

Town Hall – Initial service - $395.00 monthly following - $95.00 per month. This includes the treatment of the pool and playground area and the old town hall. 

Log Cabin – Initial Service - $1,000 – annual re-inspection $150.00

Craig Thomas included quotes to make repairs to all buildings – 

Log Cabin - $2,200.00

Town Hall - $975.00

Old Town Hall - $1,400

LIBERTY PEST CONTROL – 
Old Town Hall – Initial Visit - $45.00 = Annual Agreement - $270.00

Playground/Pool – Initial Visit - $45.00 = Annual Agreement - $270.00

Log Cabin – Initial Visit - $200.00 = Annual Agreement - $400.00

Town Hall – Initial Visit - $45.00 = Annual Agreement - $540.00

No further quotes for building repairs were received, although they were promised.

Discussion was held on monthly service, repairs necessary to buildings, due to variances in the quotes, the matter is tabled until March 7, 2013.

JUSTICE SALARY DISCREPANCY – Supervisor Sipos informed the board that when we worked on the budget, there was a typographical error under Justice Gunther’s salary. The salary should have been $5,500 annually, however, in the budget that was adopted, the amount is only $5,000. Discussion was held to correct the typographical error. Attorney Bavoso stated that once the budget is adopted, no changes may be made to a salary budget line. There is no action available to the board, as the budget has already been adopted.

ASSESSOR CLERK – Supervisor Sipos stated that we have received several applications for the Assessor’s Clerk position. Discussion was held to select a date for interviews for this position. Interviews will be held on March 7, 2013 beginning at 4:00 p.m. – the Supervisor’s secretary will notify all applicants.

NEW BUSINESS

COUNTY HAZARDOUS MITIGATION PLAN – Supervisor Sipos stated that the county has introduced this hazardous mitigation plan that they wish all towns to adopt. Discussion by the board revealed more information is needed before any action will be taken. The board requested the attorney review this further and direct the board. Matter tabled.
HIGHWAY – Superintendent Hogue submitted the following list of items to be declared surplus equipment for the highway department:
1. Sears upright compressor, 220 volt, 5 hp motor, 55 gallon tank, age unknown. Slow to build pressure and only builds pressure to 95 – 100 lbs.

2. Old (antique like) generator – engine tag Kohler Model K160. Generator tag – model 2.5 M 65, Serial # 222632, Spec. # 42102E – Does not run.

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to declare these items surplus and advertise for sale in the newsletter. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

Highway Expenditure agreement (284) – Superintendent Hogue has complied with the request of the board by submitting a list of roads requiring attention, tentatively for 2013. Discussion was held to restore the highway fund budget as per the 284 agreement. 
Resolved that monies appropriated under the Town Highway Budget Item 1 in the sum of $196,596.00 be expended for the repair, maintenance and improvement of 33.63 miles of town for the Town of Forestburgh. And further resolved that monies appropriated under Town Highway Budget Item 2 in the sum of $56,000.00 be expended for the permanent improvements to Mill Road culvert at Gunther’s, with the remaining sum of $140,596.00 to be expended on the remaining 33.63 miles of roads within the Town of Forestburgh. 

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Raponi to restore all funding, as per the 284 agreement outlined above. Vote: 5 aye – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ASSESSOR REQUEST – Assessor David Griffin has requested that the town reimburse the cost of his medicare upon his retirement in March. The board will research the cost of this reimbursement. Matter tabled.

ACCOUNTANT – Supervisor Sipos informed the board a read a letter from our accountant Harriet Earnest that she will not be renewing her contract with the town for accounting services. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to accept Ms. Earnest’s resignation and advertise in the newsletter for a new accountant. Vote: 5a yes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE SECOND AMENDMENT – Supervisor Sipos stated that there has been several requests for the board to adopt a resolution in support of the second amendment in light of the State of New York legislature to quickly adopt their “safe act” legislation on gun control. 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE SECOND AMENDMENT
WHEREAS, the Right of the People to Keep and Bear Arms is guaranteed as an Individual Right under the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and under the Constitution of the State of New York, and;

WHEREAS, the Right of the People to Keep  and Bear Arms for defense of Life, Liberty, and Property is regarded as an inalienable Right by the People of the Town of Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New York, and;

WHEREAS, the Forestburgh Town Board derives economic benefit from all safe forms of firearm recreation, hunting and shooting conducted within Forestburgh using all types of firearms allowable under the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of New York, and;

WHEREAS, the Forestburgh Town Board being elected to represent the People of Forestburgh and being duly sworn by their Oath of Office to uphold the United States Constitution and the Constitution of the State of New York, and;

WHEREAS, legislation passed by the New York Assembly and Senate infringes on the Right to Keep and Bear Arms and would ban the possession and use of firearms now employed by individual citizens of the Town of Forestburgh, for defense of Life, Liberty and Property and would ban the possession and use of firearms now employed for safe forms of firearm recreation, hunting and shooting conducting with Town of Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New York, and;

WHEREAS, the Forestburgh Town Board believes there are many other less intrusive means available, other than rash confusing and inarticulately drafted firearm laws that would effectively control, manage and reduce violence in our society, such as mental health reforms, anti-bullying programs for schools, enforcement of existing firearm laws to the fullest extent possible, and proper psychological counseling for those in need or who request it, and;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT AND IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Town of Forestburgh Town Board does hereby opposed the enactment of any legislation that would infringe upon the Right of People to Keep and Bear Arms and consider such laws to be unnecessary and beyond lawful legislative authority granted to our State representatives, as there is no documented correlation between gun control measures and crime reduction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to President Barack Obama, Vice President Joseph Biden, Senator Charles Schumer, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, Congressman Chris Gibson, Governor Andrew Cuomo, Senator John Bonacic and Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther.

Several board members questioned the rush to adopt this resolution and were not comfortable adopting said resolution . Matter tabled.
COMMITTEE REPORTS –

Planning Board – The Birchwoods matter of the ball field is being heard and there is an application for a subdivision and lot line change for Republic Lake Joseph in Lake Joseph. Work on the zoning and subdivision regulation continues.
Historian – No report.

Building Inspector – Report filed.

Seniors – Nothing until April.

Green Committee – No report

Forestburgh Day – no report

PUBLIC COMMENT – 
Ed Kaufmann – Questioned if lights and sound systems have been addressed on the Birchwood’s ball field – because sure enough the next thing they will install is lights and a sound system and it will disrupt the neighbors.

Eve McKenna (YNN News) – Reports and copies of a letter indicating a conspiracy and investigation by the comptroller’s office have been circulating. She asked the board if this was true and if they would discuss it. No comment was given.

 Tara Buckstad-Russo – I submitted a letter to all board members requesting an extension of my health insurance and possibly being allowed to keep my insurance since my non-appointment. I would like an answer tonight, as it is a time sensitive matter. The board is reviewing this and will let her know when a determination is reached.

Mary Ann Toomey – What is going on with Partrick’s fence? The Town Board stated they are waiting for information – the building department is working on this.

Nancy Kaufmann – Stated fix the website and get more information on it. Residents should not be told to “come to the meeting” –all information should be available and current on the website.

EXECUTIVE SESSION - MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilman Galligan to enter into executive session to seek the advice of counsel on personnel issues. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Creegan to re-convene into regular session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilman Galligan to adjourn at 915 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda, RMC

Town Clerk/Tax Collector
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