*****DRAFT*****
The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, August 4, 2016 in the town hall.

Supervisor Hogue called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor



      Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



      John W. Galligan, Councilman



      Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



      Steve Budofsky, Councilman


   Absent – None


Recording 


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk

Others


Present – E. Danielle Jose-Decker, Attorney for the Town

Supervisor Hogue held a moment of silence for resident Carl “Butch” Buckstad who passed away and noted his metal sculpture contributions at the Veteran’s Triangle and on the wall in the meeting room.

REPORTS –

Supervisor Hogue submitted a monthly report of financial activity for July 2016.

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted a report of clerk fees and activity for July 2016.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted a report of justice court fees and activity for July 2016.

PUBLIC COMMENT – None.

MINUTES – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted minutes of the regular July town board meeting for review. 
MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to accept the minutes as submitted. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Councilwoman Barnhart abstained as she was absent from that meeting. 

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #170 - 194   in the sum of $8,586.82 as set forth in abstract # 8 were audited for payment.  MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to pay general fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - #81 - 93  in the sum of $7,402.16 as set forth in abstract #8 were reviewed for payment. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Galligan to accept the highway fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS – 
Clerk Nagoda stated that the county will be paving County Route 49 from the intersection of Cold Spring Road to the county line. The road will remain open however the speed will be reduced to 35 miles per hour.

NEW BUSINESS

2017 BUDGET PROCESS – Supervisor Hogue stated that by or before September 1st, I will be handing out departmental request forms. They must be returned by September 20. Review your budgets and your profit and loss statements. Attorney Jose also suggested passing a law to override the tax cap. 

FEE SCHEDULE REVIEW – Code Enforcement Officer Gabbard brought it to my attention about our fee schedules. The current one was adopted in 1991and amended in 2002. What are charging now doesn’t even cover the cost of his mileage. You have his proposed increases. Attorney Jose recommended posting the proposed changes on the website and pass a resolution at the next meeting. Mr. Gabbard also suggested passing legislation with regard to solar. 

MOTION BY Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to post the proposed increases on the website and prepare to adopt them. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

OVERPAYMENT REIMBURSEMENT – A few employees were accidentally overpaid at the end of 2015, most were corrected by the first payroll of 2016. There are still a few who have to repay the town. Discussion was held if certified letters were mailed out and if the green return card or letter was received back.  Attorney Jose will check on this and send another letter before taking further action. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK – Councilwoman Landis presented the draft copy of the handbook; it had previously been e-mailed to everyone for review. Discussion was held with regard to vacation time, sick and personal time, holidays, union contract compatibility, longevity, family leave act. Attorney Jose will check and confirm some leave/labor laws and the corrections will be made. Matter tabled. 
DOOR LOCKS – Supervisor Hogue spoke with Charlie Dill of Dill Safe and Locksmiths, for us to put an electronic lock on the upstairs door and put new locks on the front and back doors would be about $1,200. Mr. Dill is ordering the parts and putting us on the book to be done. 

PLANNING BOARD/ZBA SECRETARY – We are still looking for a secretary for the planning board and zba. Anyone interested, please send a letter of interest.
REVAL UPDATE – The data collection is ongoing, it is a little more than anticipated we are still on target for it to be on the books for 2018. The next step will be for GAR Associates to come in and send out the letters and start working on the comps and valuations. 
PLANNING BOARD – Councilman Galligan questioned if we were supposed to have a public hearing on taking the planning board from five members to seven members.  Discussion was held to introduce a proposed local law increasing the board from five members to seven. Attorney Jose will draft the legislation. Matter tabled. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning Board – Chairman Robbins stated there was a meeting last week for the purpose of allowing “Tent Days”, who is a company that is looking to purchase the country club (golf course) property. They made a presentation about their proposed project. What it is a campsite focusing strictly on tent camping.  They want to make it less complex for people to go camping as they would provide all of the necessary equipment. They would do all of the set up and provide food if you want, they would also provide beer and wine to serve. There about 13 or 14 people at the planning board meeting, they gave a pretty positive response, I felt, to the applicant. The applicant was encouraged and said so.  The next step will be if they want to do a sketch plan, which would be a little more complete description of what they want to do and get some feedback directly from the board, at which time they will then file a formal application. Counsel indicated to me that they were considering doing a sketch plan but they want to be complete almost an application but not file as such. Get feedback from us and file right away.  They seem anxious to move and all feedback they did receive was positive. It was good input from the community I don’t know if they fully considered it or not, the whole idea was for them to get a sense of the community reaction was and it was positive and they seemed like they are going to go forward.  Councilman Galligan asked if they had purchased the property yet or not. Chair Robbins replied no, after to speaking with the broker who is involved I learned they do not yet have a contract. Discussions are ongoing and she is optimistic, but they don’t have a contract per se.  Counsel to me they were a little more positive of where they stood in their negotiations. As much as they can be positive towards us, they have been. Councilman Galligan questioned if there would be a shooting range. Chair Robbins replied no, no shooting range, no motorcycles, no ATV’s, no guns, no bombs. There was one member of the community who thought there was an inconsistency with camping and drinking, she’s an older woman, maybe she hasn’t camped lately. I don’t think there is any inconsistency myself. Councilman Galligan asked if they would have to get a license to serve alcohol. Chair Robbins replied yes and the applicant himself has prior business experience owning a brewery and an event space, bar and restaurant and he’s a lawyer. That does not put him off at all. That process to most of us seems kind of onerous, he’s fully equipped to do that. I don’t imagine he would have difficulty in that, but that is his headache, not ours.  That was the only matter on the agenda for the planning board meeting. Chuck Vassallo questioned if they obtain a liquor license and another organization comes in, does the liquor license stay in place? Chair Robbins replied no, this was discussed at the meeting also. The only ability they would have to serve alcohol at this facility would be incidental to the camping activity. It would not be something where a member of the public can go in and have a beer. People who are guests of the operation could and that in a special use permit could not be changed – it could be on a re-application, but the license would attach to the use that is approved. The use that we approve would be incidental to the use we approve. 
Recreation – Summer Director Chuck Vassallo stated we are five weeks into the six week program. Tomorrow night is the second of two summer family swims, where we will host a barbecue in the field in conjunction with the swim. Camp ends next Friday and then we just go into regular open pool hours. Supervisor Hogue asked when will the pool close? Mr. Vassallo replied Labor Day weekend; we will have some day by day closings due to our staffing issues. I have been reaching out to the Red Cross, there are no pools around here for them to get training, the pools in Fallsburg and Middletown are closed for renovations. Also, there is water running somewhere, when I turn off the water at the pool I can still hear water running, so I don’t know who takes care of that but we need to get it fixed and there is a leak at the pool as well. I do have it listed as a lifeguard duty to check the toilets here before they leave to make sure they are not running. Supervisor Hogue asked it there was a list of who’s attending somewhere. Mr. Vassallo replied he has a list of week by week, I adjust it as we gain and lose kids. Supervisor Hogue replied it is just for the board to look at, some people are questioning residency. Just so I have a list of who paid so I can answer questions.
Historian – Historian Sabina Toomey gave a brief history on Stephen Crane. We have been gifted, by the MacAdam family a large number of Stephen Crane books. Once I have finished cataloging them I will have the list put on the website. We now have a historian tab on the website and we finally have all of documents from World War I.
Seniors – On Sunday we are traveling to Woodloch Pines for the afternoon and we have two new members.

Forestburgh Day – August 20 from 11 to 3 with the 5K at 8:30 in the morning. Our last meeting is Monday August 15 at 5:30.

Comprehensive Plan Review – We met, we are keeping the same goals as the current plan. Our next meeting is August 11 here at the town hall at 7:30. Attorney Jose stated that the county offers technical review for comp plan reviews if you would like their assistance.

Fire Dept. – Drill every Wednesday.
PUBLIC COMMENT –

Attorney Jose – About a month ago the Governor signed into law a bill that addresses “zombie” buildings. There are five to six facets to the new law, it is not in effect yet but it will assist those facing foreclosure and if foreclosure happens instead of the two to five years – the new law speeds the process up drastically – it will take place in ninety days. The law also creates a registry for vacant buildings – there will be a hotline that citizens or governments can call into the hotline. There is also an obligation for the banks to maintain these properties that are in foreclosure.

Sheldon Pasternack – I have a question about Lost Lake. You said they have new roads put in are there any updates on that? Supervisor Hogue stated they submit a report once a month to us and our engineer has been going out there and doing inspections. We have received no negative information from our engineer.  He then asked that they are working on the golf course – is that the first phase? Councilman Galligan replied that nine holes are in the first phase. He then stated that St. Joseph’s Road used to be a paved road – it is a county road – but in the winter that road is terrible. It could be twenty years before Lost Lake gets done – but we should really press the county to do something with that road. Supervisor Hogue replied that he knows the fire department wrote a letter to them about the condition of the road – Councilman Galligan stated we should too. Supervisor Hogue stated he has no problem sending them a letter. It is unheard of for a county to turn a paved road into a dirt road. Councilman Galligan stated that at least three times the county tried to convey the road to the town, of course we refused it.  At the request of the board, Supervisor Hogue will send the county a letter asking them to address the road. Richard Robbins stated you may wish to contact someone from Lost Lake and get them to also send a letter for degrading a road that runs right through their property.  Councilwoman Barnhart stated they may not want it paved. They may not want a lot of traffic over there. Mr. Robbins replied well let’s find out – it seems to me they would. They are marketing property why would you want a person trying to get to their property to come across that road – it is a horrible experience. If that is the case have their letter bolster your own. Supervisor Hogue stated that is a good idea for an ice breaker to introduce myself.
COUNTY ACTIVITIES –

Supervisor Hogue stated again that the county is paving County Road 49 from Cold Spring Road to the county line. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION – Motion by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to enter into executive session to discuss possible litigation and invite Clerk Nagoda and Attorney Jose into said session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to reconvene into regular session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilman Galligan to adjourn at 8:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda, 

Town Clerk
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