The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, July 9, 2015 in the town hall.

Supervisor Sipos called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present  - William B. Sipos, Supervisor



       Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman


 
       John W. Galligan, Councilman



       Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



       Michael Creegan, Councilman


   Absent – None


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others

Present – Kenneth C. Klein, Attorney for the Town


    Dan Hogue, Jr., Highway Superintendent

REPORTS – 
Supervisor Sipos submitted a monthly report of financial activity for June, 2015.

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted a report of monthly clerk fees and activity for June 2015.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted a report of monthly justice court fees and activity for June 2015.

PUBLIC COMMENT – 

Supervisor Sipos extended condolences to Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther on the passing of her mother and to the family of Richard “Dick” DePuy a longtime resident and member of the Forestburgh Fire Company.

Gay DiVirgilio – I am concerned with this traffic light for the construction on Route 42. I had been stopped for the light and people were blowing the horn and yelling at me and they went around me. There is going to be a serious, serious accident there. Supervisor Sipos stated that he has been in touch with the state, I myself, have almost been hit twice.  We have already sent a letter on this.
Jim Steinberg – Do you have a contact for someone over at Lost Lake, the fire district wants to get in touch with them. Supervisor Sipos stated he will give him the contact information. 
MINUTES – Clerk Nagoda stated she is still working on the June minutes.

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #123 – 146 in the sum of $9,822.84 as set forth in abstract #7 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to pay general fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - #65 – 75 in the sum of $25,486.80 as set forth in abstract # 6 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to accept the highway vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
ESCROW FUND VOUCHERS - #1 of 1 in the sum of $1,175.00 as set forth in abstract # 1 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Creegan to pay the escrow voucher. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS - This letter was found in the mail slot with no signature or return address and it is actually a copy of a letter that was sent to the county legislature from the Sullivan County Farmland Protection Bureau. The letter is in regard to the public hearing on the inclusion of property into the agricultural district.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

OLD TOWN HALL REPAIRS – There is nothing new on this and probably won’t be as the legislature is not in session in the summer.

POLICIES – SCRAP & LOGGING – You have presented before you the proposed Local Law # 2 for Timber Harvesting, we need to have a public hearing on this. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to hold a public hearing on Local Law # 2 of 2015 on Thursday, August 6, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the town hall. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

With regard to scrap metal, there is a large pile of surplus junk at the town barn, we had a container for scrap metal for clean up but we didn’t put any of our junk in it. Everything on town property is town stuff and you have no policy to get rid of it, so there it sits, stated Superintendent Hogue. 

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to contact Thompson Sanitation for a container for all scrap surplus material located at the town barn, as outlined in the agreement for clean up week. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 

POLICIES – EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK – Still being reviewed and typed. Matter tabled.

REVALUATION – Councilman Creegan reached out to several people, Assemblywoman Gunther, the County Treasurer, Senator Bonacic and Senator Gibson there is a chance we may be able to make some head way for financing this. The state will give us $10.00 per parcel to do the reval and it makes sense to have a flat rate per parcel to mimic that. I am hopeful this will work and we won’t have to bond this. Discussion was held over the legality of establishing a flat fee. Matter tabled.
LOST LAKE SUPERVISION/INSPECTION – Lost Lake will be putting together an inspection list and working with Engineer Gottlieb. As they progress and the need for more inspections become necessary, we will adjust it at that time.  Their engineer will be signing off to the town. Councilman Galligan expressed his concern over the lack of oversight.
CONTRACT – COMPANION ANIMAL SHELTER – Clerk Nagoda stated we have to table this once again, we just received this today and our attorney would like to see a little tighter language that the town is no longer responsible after the five day holding period. Matter tabled.
DILL ROAD PROPERTY – Code Enforcement Officer Wheat has inspected the property and there are no contaminants or hazardous materials on the site. Wells Fargo had contacted the town and they are donating the property to us and with some negotiation they are also donating $20,000 for the demolition of the structure. 

MOTION by Councilman  Galligan, seconded by Councilman Creegan to accept the offer of Wells Fargo for the parcel of land situate at 198 Dill Road and $20,000 for clean up or demolition. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

PLAYGROUND INSPECTION/MULCH – Supervisor Sipos explained that the insurance company wants us to replace the mulch on the playground. Bill Steinberg stated that the area they want done is a twenty foot circumference around the swing set, not the entire playground. I priced the rubber mulch for the whole area and it was around $7,000 – so this will cut that significantly. Discussion was held on using wood mulch or rubber mulch and the cost, as well as this is just a recommendation from the insurance company not the health department. Matter tabled.
NEW BUSINESS

SUMMER PROGRAM – Director Chuck Vassallo stated we opened Monday, it is a six week program that will go through August 14. He does not yet have a number of children attending as many don’t always come the first week. Discussion was held on the non-resident attendees paying the non-resident fee that was adopted last month and verification of their residency. Discussion was also had with regard to creating a fee structure for payment of the counselors since the way we have always paid them was not legal.  Mr. Vassallo will meet with Councilman Creegan and Councilwoman Landis and settle these issues. 
POST OFFICE – Supervisor Sipos spoke with Ann in the Monticello Post Office who referred us to a consumer affairs office. Sandi Burke the Supervisor’s Secretary stated that she was passed around several times and they couldn’t understand why she was referred to them. We are trying to get an answer and get it moved here to the town hall possibly. We don’t want to lose Forestburgh 12777. You must now get your mail in Monticello if you have a P.O. Box or put up a mailbox. It has become a true revenue issue with the post office. Matter tabled. 
AED MACHINE – Clerk Nagoda stated that we being a public building, are mandated to have an AED (automatic electron defibrillator) and we have always dodged it. I contacted our medical supplier and have prices from them – some of the items are optional. The unit itself cost $1,750. The cabinet and the alarm is $325. The ready rescue price is $50 – that is where they come and install it and hook it up and it removes any and all liability from us. The training on the use of the AED is $799. The management program is an option for $349. That will e-mail us when things need to be replaced due to expiration. And lastly is an extra package of adult pads for $235. Discussion was held on the need for the machine, the training and anytime the building is in use, someone must be on premises who is certified to use the AED. Discussion also determined that we would need two units – one for the pool and one for the town hall and obtaining the units from either state or county bid. 
MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to authorize the town clerk to obtain better prices from either county or state bid and purchase two AED machines with training and installation. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

MEAL TICKETS – Sandi Burke stated that Ed Miller came into the office and wanted to know why his meal tickets were not included in his paycheck. Superintendent Hogue stated we always did meal tickets on a voucher. After the winter we submitted the vouchers and they weren’t paid for lacking documentation. The documentation is on every time sheet. I recommended to Katie that meal tickets be paid as earned in the pay checks. It is matter of the union contract and should not be on a voucher.  All meal tickets will now be paid as earned in payroll. 
ASSESSOR – Councilwoman Barnhart requested that a letter from Assessor Ketcham to all board members be read to the public. He has been asked how much the Eagle Creek settlement will cost us in lost tax dollars. Total loss for the five parcels involved is $361,820. Multiplying that by the most recent tax rate breaks down as follows: County - $28,100. Town and Highway $22,485, Fire District $3,182, School District $72,655 Library $2,055. Along a similar subject however, I mentioned to a few board members that I discovered an error when someone before me was processing the Lost Lake subdivision and left the remainder of the parent parcel off of the tax roll. This was a $318,700 assessment. With a market value of $3,776,066.00 – a mistake that I added to the assessment roll this year. Using the same tax rates it will produce the following tax value: County $24,751 – Town and Highway $19,805, Fire District $2,803, School District $63,996 and Library $1,810. In addition to the future assessment increase, the discovery of this piece the plots assessed value will create no property tax authorizes me to pursue a correction to the 2014 bills so the town will basically be collecting 2014 and 2015 revenue in 2015. I anticipate that Lost Lake may challenge the 2014 bills but ultimately it will end up on their 2015 bill. They would then have to file an action with the court should they choose. 
SUPERVISOR’S SECRETARY – Councilwoman Barnhart welcomed Sandi Burke as the Supervisor’s new secretary/bookkeeper.  Councilwoman Barnhart inquired if we were still paying the insurance for the former bookkeeper. Supervisor Sipos replied no. Councilwoman Landis complemented Ms. Burke on the newsletter. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning Board – Next meeting is Tuesday, July 28, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
Historian – I am very happy that there will space in the newsletter for a historian column.
Building Inspector – Mr. Wheat is very busy – there are a few items he has undertaken. There have been several permits, one stop work order.

Seniors – We will meet late this month.

Forestburgh Day – August 15, 2015 here at the town hall from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Our next meeting 8/3/15 at 5:30 p.m. – all are welcome.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Jim Steinberg – Regarding the mulch for the playground, St. Peter’s School in Liberty just put in a whole new playground and they used regular wood chips. I would check with your insurance company – I use wood chips in the village and we just had an inspection and they didn’t say anything.  I have plenty and if the town wants wood chips send the highway department up and I will give them all they want. I have more than I will use in fifteen years.
Dan Hogue – I got word tonight from the Town of Deerpark Police that Oakland Valley Road has been re-opened. They had to replace a pipe down by 209, the work is now complete and the road is opened. Also I got my newsletter by mail and I usually get it electronically. Sandi Burke apologized, she didn’t know there was an electronic list. He continued that he only received half of it, pages were missing. Those who get it electronically shouldn’t be getting a paper one.

Richard Robbins – For year, decades, the town had a planning board, the procedures were readily available so everyone knew how everything worked. They adopted them and worked exactly the same way as the town board. There were agenda items and public comment apparently when the planning board was reconstituted it was forgotten that there were supposed to be rules for proceeding. Apparently the planning board doesn’t have publicly available rules for how they are going to conduct their business. At the first meeting there was no public comment, no agenda submitted before hand, there was nothing. At their second meeting there was no opportunity for public comment for either agenda items or non-agenda items. There were rules that were announced in the meeting that was a surprise to everybody.  They read certain personal correspondence that one of the members received but didn’t read correspondence that was submitted. Supervisor Sipos stated that the planning board is finding their foot. I heard about it when we dismantled the planning board, Then everyone wanted the planning board back – well, now the planning board is back in place – this project is not the job of the town board – it is in the hands of the planning board – let them do their job and follow the protocol that they have to.

Linda Pasternack – Spoke against ASTI – citing noise from 13,000 rounds of ammo and motorcycles and four wheelers – it will ruin the quality of life in Forestburgh.

Sally Heins-Jasuta – Fears this will get approved before a public hearing is even held.

Richard Robbins – Doesn’t have time to come to the town hall, sit and read the application of ASTI – he’s glad that it is online.

Linda Pasternack – There is no time for a learning curve on this project.

Dan Hogue – Why are we paying $525.00 to the New York State Thruway Authority. Clerk Nagoda replied it is new stock of EZ-Pass tags. 

Sheldon Pasternack – Is not happy that the planning board does not allow comment and the town hall isn’t big enough for the meetings for ASTI. Compared ASTI to Englishtown Racetrack and the amount of noise lawsuits – there is so much information that is not in real time and how is the town going to protect its residents.

Ivan Weinger – Asked for the opinion of the project from the town board. The board refused to comment on the project.

Supervisor Sipos once again stated that we didn’t have a planning board for two and a half years – now they are back – let them do their job!

Linda Pasternack – The sound charts and the information in their sound report – all of the data is inconsistent.

Sheldon Pasternack – Requested that the town board direct the planning board.

Anthony Kate – August 15 is the 9th year for the Forestburgh 5K Run/Walk – so far the tiny little Town of Forestburgh has raised of $120,000 for HOSPICE of Orange and Sullivan County. He urges to all to attend and participate in the 5K.

ADJURNMENT – MOTION by Councilwoman Landis to adjourn at 8:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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