*****DRAFT*****
The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, June 2, 2016 at the town hall.

Supervisor Hogue called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor



      Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



      John W. Galligan, Councilman



      Susan Landis, Councilwoman



      Steven Budofsky, Councilman


  Absent – None


Recording 


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Joseph Ruggeri, Highway Superintendent



    E. Danielle Jose-Decker, Attorney for the Town

REPORTS –

Supervisor Hogue submitted a monthly report of financial activity for May, 2016.

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted a monthly report of clerk fees and activity for May, 2016.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted monthly reports of justice court fees and activity for May, 2016.

PUBLIC COMMENT – 

Richard Mendelbaum – Spoke about the proposed kennel law and urged the town board to take their time and consider what’s best for the town. Specifically their main concern is noise which has always been residential. You may have a neighbor with a barking dog or two, but twenty barking dogs is a little bit different. The law so far says no objectionable noise but what does that mean?  That no one so far has objected?  One of the things that came up last year with the ASTI proposal was that the town doesn’t have a noise ordinance. I know that the planning board made recommendations and that if a permit is issued that it be for a limited time and our family supports that.
MINUTES – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted minutes from the March 3, 2016 regular meeting, the March 22, 2016 special meeting, the April 7, 2016 regular meeting and the May 5, 2016 regular meeting for review.

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to accept the March 3, 2016 minutes. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Councilwoman Landis abstained as she was not at the March meeting. Motion carried.

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to accept the minutes of March 22, 2016. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
MOTION by Councilman Budofsky, seconded by Councilman Galligan to accept the minutes of the April 7, 2016 regular meeting. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to accept the minutes of the May 5, 2016 meeting. Vote: 5 ayes - 0 nays. Motion carried. 

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - # 64 – 87 in the sum of $8,486.02 as set forth in abstract # 6 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to pay general fund vouchers. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Councilwoman Landis abstained as one voucher is for a family member. Motion carried.
HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - #54 – 70 in the sum of $9,145.67 as set forth in abstract # 6 were reviewed for payment. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan to accept the highway fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 
ESCROW FUND VOUCHERS - #4 in the sum of $150.00 as set forth in abstract #4 was audited for payment. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Galligan to pay the escrow fund voucher. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS –

Superintendent Ruggeri submitted a letter stating that the highway department starts their ten hour/four day work week on Monday, June 6 through Labor Day. Spring clean up went very well and perhaps next year we can do a shredding day. We have been working on the Renaissance project – the mulch was put down today, we picked up the hose and hose reel.
Clerk Nagoda read a letter of interest from Vincent C. Galligan, Jr who would like to volunteer for the Comprehensive Plan review and/or a position on the planning board.

A letter from county manager, Joshua Potosek that the county is trying to establish a “Land Bank” and is seeking a letter of support from all local municipalities. “Land Banks” are government created not for profit corporations to acquire and stabilize vacant, abandoned and derelict properties, eliminate barriers to redevelopment and transfer the properties to responsible ownership. Discussion was held by the board to support this not and being committed to something by supporting it. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to send a letter of support for the land bank. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
A letter from the Sullivan County Industrial Development Agency was read to keep their tax abatement program in place. They will review correspondence received from any affected taxing jurisdiction regarding their proposed amendment or a representative of any taxing jurisdiction can be heard at their meeting on June 13, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. in the legislative hearing room in the government center in Monticello.  Discussion was held on supporting this or sending a letter against further tax abatements. Supervisor Hogue stated that he would attend the meeting.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

198 DILL ROAD – In order for us to move forward with the sale of 198 Dill Road we must satisfy SEQRA.

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF FORESTBURGH DECLLARING ITSELF LEAD AGENCY WITH RESPECT TO SALE OF SURPLUS REAL ESTATE LOCATED AT 198 DILL ROAD, FORESTBURGH, NEW YORK PURSUANT TO THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT (SEQRA)
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh proposed to sell surplus real property located at 198 Dill Road, in the Town of Forestburgh; and

WHEREAS, the proposed action appears to be an unlisted action; and

WHEREAS, part one of a short form Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) has been completed with respect to said project; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh hereby declares itself lead agency for the proposed sale of surplus property located at 198 Dill Road, in the Town of Forestburgh, and identifies this action as one where coordinated review is not required;

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh hereby declares itself lead agency with respect to the proposed sale of surplus property located at 198 Dill Road, in the Town of Forestburgh, for the purposes of determining the environmental significance of the project pursuant to SEQRA; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh identifies this action as an unlisted action in which coordinated review is not required.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF FORESTBURGH, NEW YORK.

Dated: June 2, 2016

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to adopt the aforesaid resolution. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

Parts one and two of the short form EAF were completed.

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF FORESTBURGH TO SELL SURPLUS REAL PROEPRTY (SBL 12.-1-33) TO BOBCAT ROAD LLC

WHEREAS, the Town of Forestburgh owns property designation as Town of Forestburgh 12.-1-33 and located at 198 Dill Road, being 0.92 acres; and

WHEREAS , this property owned by the Town of Forestburgh is no longer needed by the Town for public purposes, and it has previously been declared surplus property; and

WHEREAS, Bobcat Road, LLC has submitted a bid to purchase this property owned by the Town of Forestburgh for the sum of ELEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 ($11,500.00) DOLLARS; and

WHEREAS, that sale of surplus real estate constitutes an unlisted action according to SEQRA, requiring the completion of a Short Form EAF, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has completed a Short Form EAF and determined that the sale of the property will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts, and
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the residents of the Town of Forestburgh to sell surplus property owned by the Town of Forestburgh (Town of Forestburgh SBL 12.-1-33) to Bobcat Road, LLC for the sum of ELEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 ($11,500.00) DOLLARS, and

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby

RESOLVED, that the sale of the property will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts; and it is further

RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to execute the Contract of Sale between the Town of Forestburgh and Bobcat Road, LLC, for the sale of surplus property located at 198 Dill Road. (Town of Forestburgh SBA 12.-1-33) for the sum of ELEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 ($11,500.00) DOLLARS, and it is further

RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to execute the necessary documents to convey the property designated as Town of Forestburgh 12.-1-33 to Bobcat Road, LLC pursuant to the terms of the Contract of Sale; and it is further

RESOLVED, that the documents executed by the Town Supervisor will be in a form approved by the Attorney for the town.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF FORESTBURGH, NEW YORK

Dated: June 6, 2016

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to adopt the aforesaid resolution. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
INTERMUNICIPAL AGREEMENT WITH FORESTBURGH FIRE DISTRICT – The fire district and the highway superintendent have come to an agreement for the purpose of snow removal, usage of fuel and maintenance of the dry hydrants.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZNG EXECUTION OF AN INTERMUNICIAPL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE FORESTBURGH FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 AND THE TOWN OF FORESTBURGH REGARDING SNOW REMOVAL, USAGE OF FUEL AND MAINTENANCE OF DRY HYDRANTS WITHIN THE TOWN.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 5-G of the General Municipal Law, the Forestburgh Fire District # 1 (“Fire District”) and the Town of Forestburgh (“Town”) are authorized to enter into an Inter-municipal Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh finds that it is in the best interest of the taxpayers to cooperate with the Fire District by providing snow removal services, terms for the purchase of fuel at cost and maintenance of the dry fire hydrants within the Town; and

WHEREAS, the proposed action appears to by a Type II action under SEQRA which requires no further environmental review.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh

1. THAT the Town of Forestburgh is authorized to enter into an Inter-municipal  Agreement with the Forestburgh Fire District No. 1 to provide snow removal services, terms for the purchase of fuel at cost and maintenance of the dry fire hydrants within the Town; and

2. THAT the Supervisor is authorized to enter into an Inter-municipal Agreement as set forth above, the form of said contract shall be as approved by the Town Attorney; and

3. THAT this resolution shall be effective immediately upon the signature of the Town Clerk.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF FORESTBURGH

Dated: June 2, 2016

MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to adopt the aforesaid resolution. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

SENIOR OF THE YEAR – Supervisor Hogue stated that the Sullivan County Office for the Aging needed a senior of the year. This year’s Senior of the Year for Forestburgh is Sister Anne Toomey, O.P., she was unable to attend the luncheon yesterday. Clerk Nagoda attended and received her award on her behalf.

Sabina Toomey explained that Sister Anne is a member of the Retired Senior Volunteer Program, she has served over 1,000 hours doing outreach telephone calls. She also announced that two men in this town, Carl Amaditz and Dave Griffin served over five hundred seniors doing their taxes Scott free.

PROPOSED KENNEL LAW – Supervisor Hogue stated that the planning board had made some good recommendations. We are in no rush to get this adopted.  Kennels are not permitted at all currently in our zoning code.  We are looking to make it a permitted use with certain review and approval by the planning board.  Discussion was held with regard to stricter language with regard to noise and inspections. Attorney Jose will rewrite the proposed legislation again. Matter tabled.
EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK – Councilwoman Landis stated that the committee met and reviewed it, it is about 98% complete – there are just a few items I have to run by the board. Matter tabled.
DOOR LOCKS – We have looked into electronic locks and they are not cost prohibitive. We are waiting to get a price for new locks and a card system into upstairs. Matter tabled.

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER – Supervisor Hogue stated that our new website is almost finished. Hopefully it will be easier to navigate and use, hopefully it will be online by the end of this month. In July we will discontinue mailing the newsletter unless you request it be mailed.
ASSESSOR SALARY – We’ve talked about this that the incorrect salary for the assessor was agreed upon but never acted upon when the budget was adopted.  Last month we agreed to raise it to the $25,000. 

PLANNING AND ZONING -We are also looking for a secretary for the planning and zoning boards.  Councilman Budofsky stated that he feels we should just draft a new law for a seven member planning board and scrap the idea of alternates to the planning and zoning boards. 
MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to authorize the attorney to draft a new local law for a seven member planning board. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
BUILDING INSPECTOR – Supervisor Hogue stated there are a few applicants for building inspector. What I would like to do is call a special meeting to interview the applicants for building inspector and we also have some budgetary transfers that we need to balance.

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to hold a special meeting on Thursday, June 16, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. in the town hall. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ROLLER BID OPENING – Clerk Nagoda stated that they had to change the opening of the bids for the vibratory roller. The specs were not done in time for us to have publication to meet the original bid opening date.
MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to hold the bid opening for the vibratory roller on Friday, June 24, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT NEW POSITION – Supervisor Hogue spoke with the union and the highway superintendent, we need to create a Laborer II, non-CDL position so that a new employee can be hired and get the opportunity to obtain their CDL at a reduced salary than an MEO. The salary would be $16.00 per hour. It is one dollar less an hour for the probationary period which is six months.  Councilman Galligan stated that he thought the highway department was going to try to get along with one less man. The laborer position can’t drive a big truck or operate the heavy equipment.

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to create a position for the highway department of Laborer II. Vote: 4 ayes – 1 nay. Motion carried.

LAKE JOSEPH LEAD AGENCY – We received notification from the DEC for a lead agency request. The Lake Joseph’s Homeowners Association has applied to install a fish barrier on the dam to stock the lake with grass carp to control aquatic vegetation. The DEC wants to know if the town wishes to be lead agent or has any concerns with the proposed project.  Discussion was held by the board and the board has no desire to be lead agency on this project. 

EAGLE REPLACEMENT – Clerk Nagoda stated that once our guys from the highway department came over and cleaned out the eagle garden and Sullivan renaissance was here and cleaned out and planted new plants, our eagle statue is shot. He is missing his eyes, his beak is broken off, he has a huge split down the center. I have reached out to several carvers – one carver doesn’t have a piece in stock, however, he submitted this sketch and estimates the cost to be between $1,350 -$1,500. The second carver has this eagle sculpture done he will either stain it or paint it and the cost is $450. The Supervisor has agreed to pick up the carving. Historian and renaissance member, Sabina Toomey stated that she has $757 left in her historian budget she asked the board to transfer it to the beautification budget to pay for the eagle. 

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to purchase the carved eagle for $450 and have it stained. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning Board – No meeting, no applications.

Recreation – Pool will tentatively be open July 1. Camp starts July 5. We don’t have a WSI lifeguard so there will not be swimming lessons this year unless he can find a WSI. He wishes to give modest increases we will have to review the budget.
Historian – Main concern is preservation of the old town hall and requests a letter from the board to obtain funding to repair the foundation at the old town hall. Supervisor Hogue stated he would get her a letter.

Seniors – Meet on Monday, June 13 at 1:00 p.m.

Forestburgh Day – Next meeting June 6 at 6:00 p.m. at the town hall.

Comprehensive Plan – Councilwoman Barnhart has put together a committee as directed by the board. The following people have agreed:  Jim Steinberg, Anthony Kane, Richard Robbins, Sheldon Pasternack, Justin Evans, Dana Taylor and now to represent Oakland Valley, Vince Galligan, Jr. 

Forestburgh Fire Dept. – No events this month. Drill nights are Wednesday nights.  
PUBLIC COMMENT –

Jim Steinberg – On Dill Road, that Medi Car place – isn’t there an ordinance against the number of vehicles they can have? I know they put up a fence but now you can see the vehicles from Route 42. Supervisor Hogue replied that we have received several complaints about this and we are in a dispute over this with the building inspector. 

Susan Hawvermale – When the town board took over for the planning board for two years, there were only five members, there were no alternates and there were times when there were only four members that attended those meetings, which is not the history of the current planning board. The reason that the new planning board went to five members was to reflect the five members of the town board. It’s still working. Supervisor Hogue replied we voted tonight to write a local law for a seven member board. We will have a public hearing on that. I’ve heard your view on this for five meetings now which hasn’t changed and I understand that. Ms. Hawvermale asked if there are minutes from the last planning board. Supervisor Hogue replied yes, I’m not the best secretary in the world, but I did volunteer to do it I just have to email them out. 
Jim Galligan – I just want to caution the board with that letter on the land bank, make sure you know what you are getting into. Several years ago the board wrote a letter in support of the “Right To Farm” law, thinking it was the greatest thing in the world. It came back to really cause us a problem – so I would just say look very, very carefully at what you are committing yourselves too.  Attorney Jose will research this and send everyone an email. The board decided to hold off until we hear from the attorney. 

Gillian Kaiser – Be careful of the land bank for hazardous properties, there could be old gas stations with underground tanks and even residential sites with underground fuel oil tanks. It can be very costly. 
COUNTY ACTIVITIES
Supervisor Hogue stated that the highway superintendents and supervisors are still trying to work out an agreement for the sharing of tax revenue from the casino. The new county legislation isn’t willing to enter into the agreement. They are moving forward to put a new jail out to bid.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to enter into executive session for the purpose of personnel with regard to a specific individual and invite Attorney Jose into said session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to reconvene into regular session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Supervisor Hogue to refer personnel matter for further investigation.

Councilman Budofsky voting aye,

Councilwoman Barnhart voting aye,

Councilman Galligan voting nay,

Councilwoman Landis voting aye,

Supervisor Hogue voting aye.

Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilman Galligan to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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