The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, May 7, 2015 at the town hall.

Supervisor Sipos called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – William B. Sipos, Supervisor



       Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



       Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman 



       Michael Creegan, Councilman


    Absent – John W. Galligan, Councilman


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Kenneth C. Klein, Attorney for the Town



    Susan Hawvermale, Planning Board Chair

Supervisor Sipos announced that we will have a moment of silence for Mary Ann Toomey who passed away on Monday.  For many, many years Mary Ann donated her time to community service, she took care of the nutrition site/program here in town, she was past historian and helped the seniors in their time of need with rides to and from doctors and hospitals. She was a fixture here in the town hall and it will be difficult tonight not seeing her here with her hand up to ask a question. She was 77. To the Toomey and King families we send our condolences. 
Supervisor Sipos stated we are going to jump around a bit on the agenda tonight. We have with us Don Gottlieb on behalf of the Monticello Central School District to give us information on the upcoming school budget vote. Mr. Gottlieb introduced himself and reminded everyone that the budget vote will be held on May 19, 2015 from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. The proposed 2015-2016 budget is $82,589,000.00. Last year’s budget was $83,178,573.00 that is a decrease of .71% or $589,298.00. The tax levy, which is the part that impacts you is reducing from $44,866.909.00 to $42,584.228.00. That is a reduction of just over two million dollars or 5%. I can’t tell you that the citizens of Forestburgh will have a 5% reduction in their taxes because as you know, the school district is made up of five separate towns, there are equalization rates and some assessments have gone up and others have gone down. The distribution of the levy is based upon your percentage. Mr. Gottlieb outlined the anticipated revenues and reducing the fund balance to reduce the tax levy.  There are two additional propositions besides the budget. One is to take $8,000,000 from the fund balance and put it into a capitol reserve fund. This fund would be used for improvements necessary for the safety of our children and can only be used if approved by a vote of the public. The last proposition is to construct six tennis courts at our sports field at the high school. This too will come from the fund balance and will not affect the tax levy.  Mr. Gottlieb thanked everyone. 
Roll Call: Present – John W. Galligan, Councilman
Supervisor Sipos announced that there is a group here that I would like to move up from “New Business”, Supervisor Sipos introduced ASTI. Mr. Javid Afzali introduced himself to everyone and is pleased to be introducing an exciting project proposed for the Town of Forestburgh. Tonight they are here to show us what the project is, what the dreams are and to introduce the project to the town.  Our application to the planning board has been fully submitted and the fee has been paid and we will be appearing before them at the May 26 meeting. Allow me to introduce you to ASTI, James Sherman is the CEO of the corporation, Eric is the operations director and Steve is another director and also part of Navy Seal Team 3. I also have with me Tom Riley of Riley Engineering and Christine Himler, these are the project engineers who have done all of the leg work on the application. 
James Sherman introduced himself to the board.  He explained that they wish to open a top notch training facility and also work with emergency services and provide A to Z tactical training to law enforcement and have amazing activities and sports on the old golf course. The land is beautiful; there is a beautiful waterfall and many beautiful ponds and forest. There are already trails throughout the entire property. Our idea is to have so many activities for families. I have been on the faculty of the Jewish Community Center in Manhattan teaching three year olds up to adults since 2007. Steve is on SEAL Team 3 and he will do all of the tactical directing of law enforcement. We have had many meetings with the Sullivan County Sheriff and all of the different police chiefs and SWAT commanders. We have the support of all of them. Eric stated they are basically like a gym type of organization. We have different amenities that would be for everybody across the board, ranging from mountain biking, a shooting range is in our plan; we will have a track for quads and dirt bikes. We will use the property for rappelling, zip lining and anything to do with close quarter combat. Disarmament, self defense training. We are trying to create an environment that people can come on the weekend, work out, practice, use our course as a cross fit training. I don’t know if you have heard of the Tuff Mudder or Spartan training, a lot of people are using that instead of joining a typical gym and lifting weights. They are outdoors going through the water, climbing over walls. We want to do a permanent installation so people can come up and use our property. All of the trainers that we have on board come from all across the country. We have access to all top Navy SEALS that will participate in training regular civilians to be elite. During the week we plan to use government practice – police training utilizing the ranges. We plan on doing this as eco-friendly and noise friendly as possible.  We looked at over 200 properties before we found the golf course, the way it is settled with the cliffs, the rocks, the foliage and the amount of acreage that surrounds it, we have had noise experts do studies and measure decibel readings for anything that will be loud on the property. We have been found to be well below our limit for anything we would be doing.  Our engineer has done many parks and recreations. 

Sabina Toomey – What are you doing about light pollution? What will you be doing at night? Mr. Sherman stated they plan to be closed at dark. We are a daytime thing, we would like to be open around nine in the morning – there will be no night activity. Once it gets dark, we are closed. 

Gifford Shriver – How many people do you plan on hosting? Mr. Sherman replied that our business plan shows about 200 people on a Saturday and 200 on Sunday. We hope that we are able to do that. 

Sabina Toomey – Do you already have a commitment from the law enforcement training people to use your facility? Mr. Sherman replied yes, we just came from a meeting with the Sullivan County Tactical team and we are working to get them top quality SEAL training. Eric added that tactical training and firearms are not the main point of our business. The focus is mostly corporate, leadership, team building, and adventure races.  There will not be a large amount of gunfire. 
Ed Ball – You talk about firearms, will it be rifle and pistol?  Eric replied yes, both. We will teach courses on basic pistol, basic rifle, we will certify people. That is in our plan. T will only be basic and intermediate for the public, advanced training will only be for the police. That will be during the week – weekends are reserved for individuals and families. 

Mr. Sherman stated they have modeled the property and looked for the best placement of each aspect of their plan for minimum impact for noise and neighbors. It was very important to us. With 300 acres and so many elevations we figured where we could put the track and the fire arms and how to be well within the legal limits of that and be good neighbors. WE hired the top noise consultants out of Rutger’s University for our sound surveys. Most of the shooting will be small caliber 22 and to add sound bermes to keep the noise down. 
Sabina Toomey – Will you be self contained and not expect the town to take care of your roads? What about fire and safety?  Do you expect our fire department to be responsible for your facility? Mr. Sherman replied in layman’s terms, just as much as they take care of any other property in town. 

Councilwoman Barnhart – With regard to the noise, you are talking about fire arms, what else would be creating noise? Eric responded quads and dirt bikes. With our land use engineers we found the best possible position that we could. There are other areas that we wish we could use, but this location was the best for sound mitigation. 

David Turick asked if anyone had spoken with South Woods Moto Cross because we have a problem here locally with racing. They are always looking for a new place for the track; they have been renting space in various areas over the years. Basically there is no place for them to race either.  Mr. Sherman stated that the leader in world motor bike tracks is Dirt Works and the owner lives in Monroe. He has been on site and is helping us to the best. 
Susan Hawvermale – Can you tell me if there is anything going on at this particular moment on the property? Since your application has been filed, the planning board has the right to access the property at anytime and I would hate to see anyone of them being shot or run over, while they are trying to see the property. Mr. Sherman replied we don’t want anyone shot or run over either. We are in such a process now for meetings; we are not planning on being there. Ms. Hawvermale continued that she has a new planning board and doesn’t want any problems when they access the property. They assured her there would be no problems.  Please visit the site at any time. 
Mr. Sherman stated that we would love to open up the property to let everyone come and see what we do and as part of our business plan; we are planning on having three free days for residents to come in and use the site. We will do as much training as we can for emergency services. We are looking to be very good neighbors and help wherever we can with law enforcement and emergency services. 

Clerk Nagoda asked if they are successful with their summer venture, might they look to expand into winter sports such as cross country skiing, snow shoeing and the like? Mr. Sherman replied that they would love to have it be a winter wonderland with pond hockey and skating, but that is not really part of our business plan. I grew up in Killington Vermont and hearing from my first graders in school about lifetime activities and lifetime sports, this is a perfect place to make lifetime sports available. 

Councilwoman Barnhart asked if there would be overnight facilities. Mr. Sherman responded that there are no overnights, but we may have people who come in an RV or motor home and park on site, but there will be no sewage dumping there, the motor homes are self-contained. But that is not in our first twelve month plan.  People will come in do a half day or a full and either go home or stay in a local hotel, motel or inn, with the Port Jervis train station so close we will provide a bus or shuttle to bring people up for the day, it’s amazingly situated. 
Clerk Nagoda asked IF, and I mean, IF you get your approval, what is your time frame from approval to opening?  Mr. Sherman stated as soon as we get approval, we will start building up the ropes course, build up the range, and fix up the lodge. We would like to have some activities this year and then open up full in the spring of 2016. We would probably have a lot of demonstration days and invite the townspeople in to see what we do and come and try in late summer or early fall. 
Gay DiVirgilio – What is your marketing strategy and where do you plan on getting your people that you plan on chagrining? Will it be one charge for everything or different charges depending upon what you want to do? Mr. Sherman responded it will be different.  First of all its 306 acres, we were just at Met Life Stadium, where the New York Giants play, and you have 80,000 people looking at a one acre space. We are not talking about putting 80,000 people there. If we could have 200 people there, that would be a maximum number.  If you look out 100 miles in every direction, that is a population of over 20 million people.  Ms. DiVirgilio asked if they would advertise through local papers or what? Eric replied that if we start here in Forestburgh and work our way out, that would probably be the best way. Mr. Sherman added that we have email lists that are so, so extensive, people that like to do fun things and social media, that is how we will let people know. Ms. DiVirgilio asked what the range of their pricing is. Mr. Sherman stated that to come on to the property for a day membership pass that is about fifty dollars. To have an annual pass it would be five hundred dollars. For specific kinds of training, like if you are there for a half day Navy SEAL tactical training, that is three hundred dollars for a half day, five hundred dollars for the whole day. If you are there for mountain bike riding, you might buy an annual pass for mountain biking which would be the five hundred dollar annual pass, and you can use the mountain biking as much as you want over the year. 
Code Enforcement Officer, Len Wheat stated you keep saying “building” but most of it is all site work, you are renovating the lodge, correct? Everyone is talking about viewing the property; it’s a vacant golf course. There isn’t anything they are really going to see. Mr. Sherman responded that is all you are going to see are the big, beautiful open spaces that were the fairways. We are just renovating and rehabilitating the lodge.  Mr. Wheat stated that most of what you will be doing is excavation and moving dirt, you keep saying building, but it’s not structural. If you pulled up and out six years from now, there really isn’t a big impact. MR. Sherman stated that it is almost completely built out for what we are talking about. We have a 100 foot high cliff; the sound berme will be made out of dirt. Mr. Sherman thanked Mr. Wheat for the great clarification. That is true; it is almost basically set up. We will have an authentic Navy SEAL obstacle buds, just like they have in California. People that love to do the action adventure races like the Tough Mudder and the Spartan races, this will be a place where you can come and practice that. Come and do the obstacle course, come an rappel, come and ride a mountain bike – all of these fun things. Eric added that ultimately we will have about thirty employees to run the place. That is what we expect.  We will hire locally and give out discounts to locals who want to be members. As we drive around we see a quad in almost every driveway, so we feel it will be a good fit. 
David Turick – Will you have food and beverages? Eric replied probably barbecue. Mr. Sherman stated we are not planning on a bar or restaurant or anything like that. There will always be drinking water and snacks, but there are plenty of different restaurants that are close. I think it will have a good benefit to local restaurants. 
Gifford Shriver – What is your financing like? What kind of package have you put together and is it solidified? Mr. Sherman stated that is about a three million dollar total package, to buy the property, renovate the lodge,  to put up the ropes courses and build the ranges, but it’s just dirt impacts – there will be an overhang built so that you can shoot if it’s raining with moving pneumatic targets. We have already put in hundreds of thousands of dollars of our own money. Just last night we met with Sterling Equities, who are the owners of the New York Mets and they own one of the top adventure races and other things like that who want to come in with us, IF we get our approval. Ms. Shriver asked if they have done an environmental impact study. Attorney Javid Afzali stated they have submitted a fairly completed application, with noise reports and ground water studies; we have a fairly extensive review on this thing. This project, because there will be more than ten acres of disturbance, will be classified as a Type I under SEQRA. Type I projects come with the presumption that you might have to an environmental impact study to identify any possible adverse effects on the property. We believe that we have provided the planning board with all of the necessary information for them to look at the impacts and come to the determination of a negative declaration. Saying that while there might be some small impacts, they are either mitigated or not necessarily adverse; get the neg dec and then move on to the permit. 
Susan Hawvermale stated that a copy of their application is available upstairs for anyone who wishes to see it. 
Councilwoman Landis asked if there was a plan for security, people will be bringing in fire arms and ammo. Mr. Sherman replied we have top Navy SEALS that are involved with all aspects of our security and the top law enforcement of Sullivan County will be involved with us. Eric added that we have a screening process for our members and we get to meet with them and they must see the safety video and we will certify you so that people will be able to use our facility safely. You will have to be certified to shoot on our property; we just aren’t letting anybody walk in. Returning members, if they handled themselves well and respected the property and the organization, then they will be invited back. 

Clerk Nagoda asked if they will follow New York Gun Licensing and require all users to be licensed. They responded they will follow New York State Law and they will also offer paintball. 

Supervisor Sipos stated this is a brief introduction, they went on a bit longer, but that’s ok. They will be at the planning board meeting on the 26th of May.  The board thanked the members of ASTI for appearing. 

REPORTS

Supervisor Sipos submitted a monthly financial report for the month of April, 2015.

Clerk Nagoda submitted a report of clerk fees and activity for the month of April 2015.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted a report of justice court fees and activity for April 2015.

PUBLIC COMMENT – None.

MINUTES – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted minutes of the April 2, 2015 regular town board meeting for review. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to accept the minutes as submitted. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #70 – 94 in the sum of $9,203.87 as set forth in abstract #5 were audited for payment. Councilwoman Landis questioned the vouchers for meal tickets for highway as there were no dates referred to on the vouchers. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to pay general fund vouchers with the exception of the meal tickets pending further clarification. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - #31 – 43 in the sum of $10,346.02 as set forth in abstract # 4 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to accept the highway fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS - Clerk Nagoda stated that she would not read them all, as they all basically say the same thing, letters of support of the reassessment/revaluation were received from the following residents:

Marie Terry, Jim Bryan, Justin Evans, Richard and Susan Pink, Gay DiVirgilio, George Juergens, Peter Schumann as president of Merriewold Club, Derek Wierdsma as President of Hartwood Club and Robert Carter.

Yesterday we had our playground inspection from Selective Insurance and I have the following recommendation from them regarding the playground – they are recommending that we add nine inches of mulch to the playground. He will be returning when the pool is open to inspect that as well. 
UNFINSHED BUSINESS

OLD TOWN HALL REPAIRS – Sabina Toomey stated that all of the paperwork has been submitted to Assemblywoman Gunther’s office and so far there is no word. I have been given a few other suggestions to look for funding, I have done my part so far. 
FEE SCHEDULES – Clerk Nagoda stated that you were all supposed to send me what you liked and what you didn’t and I haven’t received anything.  Councilwoman Landis stated she was happy with them. Councilman Galligan replied he didn’t like any of them.  Councilman Creegan requested they be tabled for one more month. Matter tabled.
POLICIES – SCRAP & LOGGING – Attorney Klein stated that you all have logging if you want to move forward I will get the proper documentation to the clerk. Councilman Galligan stated he felt that the fee was too high for logging. Make if $100 not $300. Code Enforcement Officer Wheat asked if there was a provision for a bond for damage to the roads.  Councilwoman Barnhart stated that was her concern as well. We will introduce it as a local law and set the fee at $100.00. MOTION by Councilman Galligan seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to schedule a public hearing for June 4th, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the town hall. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
SIGNS – Councilwoman Barnhart spoke with Garden State Highway Products where the original quote came from the signs are $425.00 each, we need six of them. They are aluminum with “Z” bar bracing, they will look exactly like the signs that we have. They will last longer because they are metal, they are going to match the sign and the colors. They are willing to stretch the order over a couple of years if we can’t afford to purchase all of them at once, the total is $2,050. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan to purchase six new signs. Vote: 5 ayes- 0 nays. Motion carried.

POLICIES-EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK - Still being typed – matter tabled.

REVALUATION – Councilwoman Barnhart stated we have interviewed everybody, we’ve talked about this . We have already voted to bond the $120,000 and it will be completed for the 2017 tax rolls.  MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan to enter into contract with GAR Associates and bond the cost of $118,000. Supervisor Sipos stated that he feels there is still a lot of discovery that needs to be made, it also doesn’t take into account the cost of an attorney for small claims court, I believe that it is too open ended and there is a boogeyman in thereto the tune of an additional $60,000 on top of it. Just so everybody is aware of this, we just had to settle with Eagle Creek again, and we prevented giving them back 2013, 2014 and 2015 which was a total of $153,000 – by settling we have reduced our budget for next year by 3.5% which is $51,000 of our money. In my opinion bonding $120,000 is extremely light and it doesn’t cover all of the bases. I like the plan that we discussed with the assessor, let him do his homework and get the data and fix all of the mistakes. In the veteran’s exemptions alone he found 46 errors.  Councilwoman Barnhart stated she spoke with the assessor and he is opposed to doing it (the revaluation) in house. Discussion and debate were held with regard to court costs, gathering all data and getting all information collected. Councilman Galligan stated this is too long overdue, we’ve talked about it and talked about it. This needs to be done, I can’t see putting this off and our equalization rate is so low, it’s so unfair. Councilman Galligan stated that we have to have equality.  Assessor Ketcham explained some of the mistakes he has discovered thus far and explained that he can’t assess them now because taxable status day has passed. A revaluation is re-assessing everybody all at the same time. Otherwise it’s known as spot assessing and his highly illegal. Councilman Creegan asked how long it will take him to finish the data collection. Councilwoman Barnhart stated we have a schedule right here. Assessor Ketcham once again explained how a revaluation works and what is involved in the data collection. 
Councilman Creegan voting nay;

Councilwoman Barnhart voting aye;

Councilman Galligan voting aye;

Councilwoman Landis voting aye;

Supervisor Sipos voting nay.

Vote: 3 ayes – 2 nays. Motion carried.

LOST LAKE SUPERVISON – Supervisor Sipos stated that everyone on the board has a report, the building department and town clerk will also receive a copy. Supervisor Sipos introduced Dan Derange from Lost Lake. Mr. Derange stated this is the first report we have come to the town with in quite some time.  Mr. Derange gave a summary of the work that has been done so far. They are planning on beginning the installation of the utilities in June.  We just received our building permit for the construction of the guard building and gate system.  The clearing plan has been laid out for the golf course and driving range. Supervisor Sipos stated these reports will be available upstairs for anyone who wishes to see them. Clerk Nagoda asked the board what they would like to do with the proposal of C.T. Male which was $800 per day for an onsite construction inspection. Councilman Galligan stated he feels we have dropped the ball on this and we need to get it back, why is the developer, with whom we have had an excellent relationship with, not paying for these inspections. Attorney Klein stated that he believes that it was not a listed and agreed condition when phase I was approved. It’s something that can be addressed in phase II but right now you have no legal leverage to make them pay.  Supervisor Sipos asked Mr. Derange to tell the board about the meeting he had with Mr. Derange and Mr. Randy Gracy.  Mr. Derange stated he wanted to clarify a few misconceptions.  Lost Lake//Double Diamond isn’t in there doing whatever we please.  We are following the plan and John Munsey of C.T. Male stood here and said the same thing. We are following the plan, minimizing our impact, using good construction practices. We have engineers that work for us – they are doing site inspections, we are doing site inspections. Councilwoman Barnhart asked who their engineer was – Mike Brinkash was the response. Councilman Galligan stated they worked with C.T. Male for six years on this. He further stated he believes that Lost Lake is doing good work, but we have a responsibility and there is always the possibility that we may have to take this over one day, and we have to have engineers on site all the time protecting our interest.  Councilwoman Barnhart stated that several years were spent developing the plan and the specs for this, that had to be approved by the town and numerous other agencies. The town should be supervising to make sure that all of that planning was put into place appropriately. No one is saying that the company is not doing what they should, we have a responsibility to make sure that this plan that took five years, is being followed. Mr. Derange stated that we have our engineers who have to put their stamp and seal on things. They lose their license if they stamp and seal something that isn’t accurate. Attorney Klein stated that no matter what, the town has an oversight responsibility, and the judgment call belongs to the town board to what extent you want to exercise that oversight. It could be as simple as having their engineers provide their oversights to the town and having someone on behalf of the town review them, and occasionally go out and take a look around and physically inspect. I don’t think you need the expense of an onsite, daily monitor. Supervisor Sipos stated they are following the plans that we approved, as far as the bonds go, they are not in place and that was an error, Mr. Gracy told me that moving forward, he knows they are a requirement and he will make sure they are in place. The guard house will be built exactly as outlined in the plans. Mr. Derange offered to have their engineer send a report to our engineer. Attorney Klein suggested having a meeting with them, their engineer, us, our engineer and try to work out a protocol that will be mutually acceptable and not break everybody’s bank.  It’s not that complicated, they are putting in infrastructure. Councilwoman Barnhart asked who would the meeting be between? Attorney Klein suggested at least one member of the town board, I think your code enforcement officer should be a participant, the town engineer, I will be happy to attend, let the developer decide who they want to attend, someone to speak on behalf of the entity and one of their engineers at least. Councilwoman Barnhart asked when are we going to do this. Supervisor Sipos told her to pick a date. Attorney Klein stated he is not available until at least the third week of May. Councilwoman Barnhart asked if someone supplied the names to her, she would set it up. Attorney Klein directed Mr. Derange to get back to Councilwoman Barnhart with two or three dates that work for them and she will set it up and then we will see the availability of everyone else.  The board decided to put C.T. Male on hold as they may be the ones to review what we get from the developer and their engineers. 
143 ST. JOSEPHS HILL ROAD/INN AT LAKE JOSEPH – Code Enforcement Officer Wheat stated that the Inn is making progress, their alarm system is just about in, the Department of Health has given them a one month extension. They will be all compliant with the main building. 143 is a mess – I walked through it, it’s a seasonal use so he’s good for now until September. He spoke about trying to get a plan together and going before the planning board and try to make some of them permanent. Councilwoman Barnhart asked if anyone there was there illegally. Mr. Wheat replied everyone that is there is there legally now, it’s a seasonal use. He can have people there from April 1 to September 30.  Councilwoman Landis asked if it was safe, there was an issue with the electric. Mr. Wheat replied that all of the electric has been re-done, Ross Electric has done everything, there are new meters, new overhead wires – interior, I don’t know, the previous inspector did those inspections. Clerk Nagoda stated that he has been before the planning board and the ZBA, he has been told to get a plan and come back and he has never come back. Councilwoman Barnhart asked if he was satisfied with the status of it. Mr. Wheat replied not really, but there is nothing I can do. He has a legal seasonal use. Attorney Klein asked Mr. Wheat with everything that has been inspected, if there was any imminent threat. He replied no. Attorney Klein suggested that they sit down and evaluate what is there, what can be there and in all fairness, the owner should be told where he is at, here is what you can and can’t do. Councilwoman Landis asked about the issue with the septic. Mr. Wheat replied the septic is ok, there were two old tanks that had rotted. Councilman Galligan stated that the fire department was terribly concerned. Mr. Wheat replied they are concerned about the big building, there is no imminent danger there.  I was inside, I saw new sheetrock, if it’s 5/8, I don’t know but there is nobody in the back half of the building. You wouldn’t need the fire separation now because they are unoccupied. The owner tells me it if 5/8 sheetrock, Mr. Lorino did the inspections when he renovated it. 
BIDS – GASOLINE, DIESEL, FUEL OIL AND PROPANE – Clerk Nagoda stated that all board members have the bid results in front of them and they were sent to the highway superintendent. She has not received any recommendation from the highway department. It is up to the pleasure of the board. Councilwoman Barnhart asked if there is any reason to go with anyone other than the lowest bidder. Attorney Klein replied they are all responsible bidders and are all well known. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to accept the lowest bidders, being Ultra Power for Fuel Oil, County Petroleum for gasoline and diesel and Mirabito for bulk propane. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 Nays.  Motion carried.  Councilman Galligan abstained as his daughter in law works for Ultra Power.
MONMOUTH COUNCIL REQUEST – Last month Monmouth Council requested the use of the pool facilities for a scuba diving course. Several questions came out of the previous discussion with regard number of people in the pool, weights and tanks and possible damage to the pool. Summer program director, Chuck Vassalo email some additional concerns with regard to this request. First being any conflicting dates with family swim nights (dates not yet determined), flexibility with start and end times – he does not want a conflict if they are trying to have a scuba class and residents are trying to use the pool, and it will impact the earning potential of the lifeguards since they are supplying their own guards. Consideration of the increase of pool chemicals for an additional four hours of use and will they monitor chlorine levels as needed?  He further questioned any liability as he does not wish to be held liable for any accident that may occur. Reaching out further to Monmouth, starting with the stipend they usually send us, they have been sending it, but to the Town of Lumberland for the past four years.  They own a small parcel in Lumberland – its $1,500 per year. Questions and discussion took place in attempting to recover the funds from the Town of Lumberland.  Monmouth Council would like to use the pool Sunday through Thursday nights for five weeks.  They have no problem using the pool after normal closing hours and they are willing to pay for any increase in chemical/chlorine usage and contacting either Chuck or the designated lifeguard to check chemical levels and chlorine for the overnight. Monmouth Council will connect with Mr. Vassalo to finalize everything. MOTION b y Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan to permit Monmouth Council use of the pool and facilities for scuba classes. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS

SENIOR OF THE YEAR – Supervisor Sipos announced the Senior of the Year for the Town of Forestburgh for 2015 is Ida Crawford. Ida isn’t able to be here tonight, Clerk Nagoda will present this to her at the county RSVP Senior luncheon on Monday at the Villa Roma. 

CHANGE JULY MEETING DATE – Due to the Town Clerk nor a deputy being available and the July 4th Holiday being observed on Friday and at least one board member’s unavailability, it has been requested to change the regular town board meeting from Thursday, July 2 to Thursday, July 11. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Creegan to change the meeting from July 2 to July 11, 2015. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

SPRING CLEAN UP – Approval has been received from the county for spring clean up. It is the recommendation of the highway superintendent to do it on June 11, 12 & 13 from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with drop off at the highway garage. Prices for dumpsters are as follows: Thompson Sanitation will provide dumpsters at a cost of $200.00 per dumpster, they will pay us $100 per ton for metal which will be deducted from the invoice. Sullivan County First will provide dumpsters for the cost of $200.00 per dumpster, they too, will pay us $100 per ton for metal. Discussion was held on accepting metal. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to authorize the Supervisor to enter into contract with the County of Sullivan for spring clean up. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to accept the quote of Thompson Sanitation at $200.00 per container. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to accept scrap metal during clean up for the payment of $100.00 per ton by Thompson Sanitation. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

Supervisor Sipos stated that he and Councilwoman Landis had been contacted by Sandy Monroe who is willing to do a litter pluck three times a year. She was inquiring about bags and wanted to know if the town could pick up what she bags up. We probably won’t have much tonnage left; does the board wish to pick this up and take it to the landfill and be billed by the County? Clerk Nagoda stated that the highway department has always been very good about accepting the bags during litter pluck and I have been telling people to put it in the dumpster at the town hall.
NUTRITION SITE – With the passing of Mary Ann Toomey, we have no one to operate the nutrition site here on Wednesdays. Sabina Toomey stated that we only feed from two to six persons and the companion aspect of the program is lost in this town. Nutritionally the food is very high in carbohydrates, there isn’t much socialization and I think it’s a lot of money for the taxpayers to fund for a program that is not being properly used. Councilman Creegan suggesting closing the site temporarily and putting it in the newsletter if anyone is interested in taking it over.  Discussion was held with regard to the salary, the amount of people using the site, the quality of the food being served. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Galligan to temporarily close the senior nutrition site until further notice. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. Supervisor Sipos abstained due to mixed emotions on the program. 
SHELTER CONTRACT – COMPANION ANIMAL SHELTER – Clerk Nagoda stated that we keep getting failed by Ag & Markets because we don’t have a “current’ contract with the Animal Hospital of Sullivan County – they have opened a new shelter “Companion Animal Shelter”. The new contract has not yet been received as promised it would. Matter tabled.

Supervisor Sipos stated as long as we are on agriculture, the Sullivan County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board has received one request for inclusion in Sullivan County Ag District # 4 in the Town of Forestburgh. Mr. Stuart Salenger of 1291 Cold Spring Road, Forestburgh, SBL 4.-1-10.11 and 1.-1-1.7 – the Sullivan County Board of Farmland Protection will review these applications and anticipate a public hearing to be set by the legislature in June. Councilwoman Barnhart stated she believed it to be Ben Wechsler’s house and an 83 acre parcel. Supervisor Sipos asked a representative of Mr. Salenger if Mr. Salenger is trying to include these two parcels into his property that is already in the ag district. The response was yes. Supervisor Sipos asked Attorney Klein if we have anything to say about this. He stated you can go and speak at the public hearing if you have apposition on it. Legally there is no action you can take. The county is just putting you on notice. 

198 DILL ROAD – Wells Fargo Bank has contacted the town. The piece of property located at 198 Dill Road, Wells Fargo is willing to donate the house at 198 Dill Road to the town along with a check for $20,000.00 – all of the taxes, liens, utilities are paid. What does the board want to do? Councilwoman Barnhart asked if the $20,000 is to tear down the building. Councilman Galligan asked if the building is condemned. Attorney Klein stated that Wells Fargo acquired the property by way of foreclosure, I have been through this before, I spoke with Wells Fargo they are more than willing to give us free and clear title to the property, the Supervisor negotiated with them and they didn’t offer to tear it down, but they did offer to give us $20,000 which would cut the cost of removing it. You could clear off the property and possibly not even use all of the $20,000 to do that, then you could liquidate the property by selling it on the open market. One of the neighbors might want it – you will put a valuable property back on the tax roll and you will get some value for the town out of it. Supervisor Sipos reminded the board that this money could be used for recreation since we have depleted the Lost Lake funds. We are short for the seniors and the youth recreation.  Attorney Klein stated they are looking to get rid of it and if we don’t take it, they will most likely look to an adjoining property owner. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan to accept the offer of Wells Fargo bank for the property located at 198 Dill Road. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

Planning Board – Chairwoman Hawvermale stated they will hold their first meeting on May 26, 2015 at 7:00 in the town hall. 

Historian – The construction on Route 42 and Mill Road is a historical site and when the state is done replacing and repairing the area they will be putting up a sign to mark the area.

Building Inspector – Report filed.

Seniors – The seniors have recently lost two women who have given much of their time to both the town and the county, Margaret “Peggy” Woods Abdoo and Mary Ann Toomey.  Senior RSVP lunch at the Villa Roma on May 11 and a regular senior meeting on the 18th of May. 

Forestburgh Day – August 15 – first meeting June 1.

PUBLIC COMMENT – None.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart to adjourn at 9:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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