The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, April 2, 2015 at the town hall.

Supervisor Sipos called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – William B. Sipos, Supervisor



      Katherine L. Barnhart, Councilwoman



      John W. Galligan, Councilman



      Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



      Michael Creegan, Councilman


  Absent – None


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Kenneth C. Klein, Attorney for the Town



    John Munsey, C. T. Male Associates



    Glen A. Plotsky, Attorney for the Town

REPORTS –

Supervisor Sipos submitted a monthly financial report for the month of March 2015.

Town Clerk Joanne Nagoda submitted a monthly report of clerk fees and activity for the month of March 2015.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted a report of justice court fees and activity for the month of March 2015.

PUBLIC COMMENT –

Richard Robbins – I am very glad to see the C.T. Male is here and is going to tell us about Lost Lake and I am glad to see that you are going to pick up the ball that may have been dropped in making sure things are being done that are supposed to be done. That is a big project to undertake and I am just happy to see that we are doing it. 

MINUTES – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted minutes of the regular monthly meeting of March 12, 2015. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to accept the minutes as submitted. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Councilman Creegan abstained as he was absent at that meeting. Motion carried.

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #55 – 69 in the sum of $4,603.09 as set forth in abstract # 4 were audited for payment. MOTION by Supervisor Sipos, seconded by Councilman Galligan to pay the general fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - #20 – 30 in the sum of $45,656.93 as set forth in abstract # 3 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to accept the highway fund vouchers as submitted. Vote: 4 ayes – 1 nay. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda read a letter from the Sullivan County Farmland Protection Board notifying us that are preparing for their eight year review of parcels receiving an agricultural district benefit to remain in the district or be removed. 

Next was letter from Selective Insurance thanking us for our time during their recent inspection of the premises for a risk evaluation, they recommend the adoption of the abuse/molestation policy.

Lastly is a letter that was supposed to be read last month but was not received in time from Glen Slapo of Plank Road in support of Highway Superintendent Dan Hogue.

LOST LAKE SUPERVISION/INSPECTION -Supervisor Sipos stated that we are going to jump around here tonight, as we have with us, John Munsey of C.T. Male who worked diligently with us on the Lost Lake project. Mr. Munsey was given the floor. 
Mr. Munsey thanked the board and stated that he had spent about two hours out at the Lost Lake project site, with the construction manager, Dan Durange, who is here tonight. I asked a lot of questions, I asked to see a lot of information; we then walked around the site and got quite a bit muddy, which is to be expected this time of year. My findings are pretty routine, and not very formal. For the next construction season they plan to focus on the roads and the infrastructure. Putting pipe in the ground and finishing the grading of the roads.  There is no planned construction for the sewer, the water treatment plant, the wastewater treatment plant. This construction season will focus on the roadway/infrastructure. Grading on site has been very minimal. They have taken a minimal approach and are only doing the grading that is necessary, in order to cut the roads consistent with the phase I site plan approval that the town board gave for the project. They are placing culverts, some of which may be removed and replaced, some of which are permanent. There is no export of materials going off site.  Everything is staying on site – excess cobbles and boulders are being neatly stacked on-site. They are using all of their own construction equipment and labor – they are not hiring outside contractors – it is all in house. Once they start doing pipe work, a representative from the professional engineering firm, who works for Double Diamond will be onsite to observe that work and document that activity, which will ultimately require approval from the Department of Health for public water supply source. The intent would be that once the construction is completed of the structures that the town and other permitting authorities would be provided with “as built” drawings that would be stamped by a professional engineer that is working for Double Diamond. It was quite muddy and there was a lot of spring runoff, which is to be expected this time of year, it is being collected in the ditches adjacent to the roads. The adjacent lots are untouched. They are leaving the existing topography and trees there. There is no errant grading that is going on. They have two double walled tanks on site for diesel and gasoline, those areas being kept pretty neat. As construction sites go, this is a very neat construction site, which you would expect if they want to sell lots, which is their objective in moving forward. I wanted to get a feel for what’s coming up this construction season.  They will be buying and trucking in gravel, to basically surface the roads, everything that is on site, the rocks and cobbles will stay on site. Possibly they may have to do some drilling and blasting on site that is addressed on the environmental impact statement that we did, in terms of protective procedures, mostly notification procedures that would have to be followed if they are doing that. Their intent is to not have to do that. If they can get it done with their own crew so they don’t have to hire an outside drill and blast contractor. I would say the plan is subject to change, depending upon the weather, the duration of the construction season, as well as other factors. There is no gant chart that shows all of the scheduling with this project. The feeling that I got was that they are going to use their own labor at their own pace. There is no critical rush to get it done. With that being said, the purpose in coming down here was to discuss potentially, putting the town on site during construction, so we are prepared to do that. We have worked with a contract employee that works out of the New Paltz area, we could have that person come down here under the direction of P.E. who is familiar with the project – Chet Symanski – who assisted us and took the lead in the review of the subdivision and the Phase I site plan approval. That field person would come down under the supervision of the P.E. and I would monitor everything on behalf of the town. We would give weekly reports to the town; we could do it one day a week or two days a week. It would involve mostly that persons time – we would want to come down for a full day – so if we are coming down for a day, it would be an eight hour day with a little bit of senior oversight time on a weekly basis. My job would to be to make sure the P.E. in charge has reviewed the information and to be sure that the town is being provided with that information on a weekly basis. This is a private infrastructure that is being constructed; there is no oversight capacity that the town has in telling the developer what they need to do. In that capacity, if we identify a deficiency – we would identify that deficiency to you, our client, then it would become your responsibility to discuss this with the developer, and obviously we would maintain a level of continuity for that. That is approach “A” – I would like to get your input on that. After this meeting I will work very quickly to get you a proposal for that. Approach “B” is a little bit different – it is an alternative approach whereby the town takes reins of this project a little bit. Here is what I propose for the purpose of discussion. YOU require that the construction manager, Dan, come here every month and make a report of the project – I think that is something he wouldn’t mind doing – he’s out here anyhow, give a monthly report of what’s been done this past month, has there been any problems or issues, what do you plan on doing the next month. A possible site visit by the town board, maybe after the mud season is over, break up so you don’t have a quorum – do it in two visits or three, or publicly notice it and go out and have a visit. Physically go out to the site and have a tour of the facility.  The roads right now contain a lot of water, right now, this time of year you want to minimize the amount of movement and back and forth which causes a pumping action and causes the road surface to settle – this is not the best time of year to tour the site in a vehicle. But in a couple of weeks I think you will be able to.  I think you could pro-actively ask Double Diamond to provide you with “as built” drawings as they become available.  Don’t wait until the end of the project – as built drawings are coming in – ask for them to be provided. You are all elected officials, you represent the town,  you can urge those who do have a level of oversight capacity – the department of health, the DEC , the highway department, potentially us, to ask them to get out in the field and review this project. As a town board, urge other review regulators to get out in the field, as the construction is ongoing and to let you know how it’s going. We typically would do this type of project when infrastructure is being built by a private entity to be dedicated to the town. That is not the situation that exists here. The situation is that it is private infrastructure being built by a private developer I have not scoured your town code diligently but I don’t think there is a mechanism that is available and SEQRA record, I can’t really speak for the town code – I will defer to legal counsel on that, clearly as part of the SEQRA findings record, is not a mechanism whereby you can charge the developer for the oversight capacity. Those are the two approaches – what do you think?
Councilman Galligan – I think the second proposal is not what we want. I think we dropped the ball a little bit. They are building roads in there, those roads could, conceivably come back to the town and I think we have to understand they could be town roads and they should be monitored like a development where the roads would eventually be dedicated to the town. I think the town board could take a ride in there – I know something about engineering and surveying – but I am not going to pass on their roads or culverts and how they are doing it. I don’t think anybody else is qualified to do it – it is out of our domain. I think we dropped the ball a bit – they built roads and put in culverts and nobody has really monitored it. I think the time has come that your organization, who has monitored them for what six years….Mr. Munsey stated not the last two and half years – since we did site plan approval, our work efforts have been done, but we started back in 2008. It was a long period.  Councilman Galligan continued that we would have to talk to Attorney Klein about who is responsible for paying for what but I am not happy with the situation, quite frankly I think you should be there and monitor it and monitor it very carefully – I think we have a responsibility - we have worked with these guys for six years and it just seems unlikely that we have lost track of what’s going on - I think we need oversight and I think we need it from real professionals. Mr. Munsey replied that I will give you a proposal to do one or two days, I think full time inspection right now is overkill, from my perspective. I wanted to give an alternate approach under the scenario – you might find the cost to be prohibitive.  Councilman Galligan referred to Attorney Klein who stated that he has to look at this, he wasn’t the attorney and wasn’t here, so he doesn’t know. I have the SEQRA Findings Statement but I would like to see some of the underlying paperwork. Councilman Galligan stated that he is confident that Double Diamond will work with us, especially since there are six more phases and we have always had good cooperation with them. Mr. Munsey stated that based upon his review of the project site today, he didn’t see any problems. Councilman Galligan added that they have been building roads and somebody should be checking on them, those roads could come back to the town – the culverts and everything else. I just think they should be monitored. Mr. Munsey replied that he is not arguing with Councilman Galligan, but it is not typical for a private developer to have town oversight if the roads are not going to be dedicated over. Councilman Galligan replied they may be dedicated in five years, and I know they aren’t going to go bankrupt or anything like that, but the possibility exists. Councilwoman Barnhart added that you recommended having supervision. Mr. Munsey replied yes I did, when we finished the site plan review, at that time the town was concerned about the potential for the developer to go bankrupt and then you would assume ownership of the roads. It was made more in line with the water and sewer infrastructure and not so much the roads.  Councilman Galligan stated that the roads are important too. Mr. Munsey agreed, but we made that recommendation more because of the water and sewer that may be potentially transferred to the town. Supervisor Sipos stated that he recalled that and had a conversation with Willie Janeway before he left the DEC, he too had said keep a close eye on the water and sewer. As this project progresses with added phases and what they draw on the water and sewer, there is always a concern with the aquifers. That was his concern. Mr. Munsey stated that brings up another note, in that once they come for Phase II review and approval, it opens up everything at that point and time. Was Phase I done appropriately, were there any concerns, what are the conditions of the road. Councilman Galligan stated that is a little bit late, we need to get on this now, not when they come for Phase II. Mr. Munsey agreed, and added that it is clearly laid out in the findings statement, that evaluation on a phase by phase basis.  Councilwoman Barnhart asked that based upon your visit today, would you say the roads were adequately done?  Mr. Munsey replied no, not on a field visit – you would have to be on site – in order to make a statement like that, which opens up our firm’s liability exposure, we would have to have field oversight during that in order to make a conclusion. I am very familiar with construction projects, I have been on them a lot, I am a geologist – engineering geologist – have a pretty good idea of how roads are constructed.  Supervisor Sipos added that Mr. Munsey worked very closely with us, Councilwoman Barnhart was not here at that time, she was in the audience but she was not part of this entire process. Mr. Munsey continued that things looked pretty good. There were some areas where the road surface was wavy, and I asked Dan what are you going to do there – he said wait for the water to drain out of there, re-grade it and pull off any loose stuff, re-surface it with gravel and then run construction equipment over it – they are not looking to do any paving this season, although they will be working progressively on the sub-base. 
Bill Steinberg – What is the spec on the road? What is the width on the main road that runs through this place? Mr. Munsey replied that he is not prepared to answer that question. Mr. Durange stated he believes it is twenty feet of asphalt. 

Sabina Toomey questioned the roadways being able to handle fire and emergency apparatus because they have had issues like that in Fallsburg where the equipment can’t get to the houses. Mr. Munsey replied that geometrical alignment, curve – we have already gone through that as part of the site plan review. 

Joe Ruggeri asked if there was a “critical path” for the board. Mr. Munsey replied the developer doesn’t have a critical path in terms of a schedule. Mr. Ruggeri stated that if you are going to go in and put roads in, you should have a critical path and then you know how it works – each stage goes along – stage one is open roads – you have this, this and this to open roads and stage two is type A concrete or whatever and so on and so forth.  That way if somebody does come it should be up in their office and the board should have it too. 
Sheldon Pasternak – You mentioned they will be blasting – Mr. Munsey stated potentially. Mr. Pasternak continued ok, potentially blasting, you also mentioned they are going to do it in house. Mr. Munsey replied no, I think you misconstrued what I said. They are going to do everything they possibly can do themselves, in house, short of drilling and blasting. Using specialized hydraulic equipment on excavators and if they can’t rip the rock with that equipment, then they will hire a specialized firm to do the drilling and blasting.  Mr. Pasternak replied that is a good thing, aside from the fact they are all licensed and insured, if they do something wrong, they can lose their license.  Is anyone taking pictures as they progress just in case. That should be in a file someplace. 
Supervisor Sipos stated that is why Mr. Munsey is here tonight, as we try to move forward with this project – he is going to bring us up to speed and we’d like him to basically oversee the project.  I don’t know if it should be done once a week at this particular stage, twice a week, every other week, I don’t know if it should be once a month based upon the stage Lost Lake is at. I am not an engineer, nor will I ever claim to be one. Mr. Munsey added that in speaking to some of our engineer’s in house, what they suggested is that if the town really wants to have oversight capacity, one day a week, assuming they were doing piping and roadway construction contemporaneously it may not be enough, perhaps two days a week.  That is the feedback I got from the two engineers that I spoke with.
Councilwoman Barnhart – in the next construction season, are you going to be doing piping and roads or just roads?  Mr. Munsey replied both – water and sewer piping and roads with sub-base but not top course.  No asphalt.  Although they may do some asphalt in the front to make it better and nicer for potential buyers to come in and look at the lots. Councilwoman Barnhart asked if he was suggesting twice a week for the next construction season. Mr. Munsey replied I am suggesting once or twice a week depending upon what the schedule is. We will give you a cost for both and then we will ask Double Diamond to give us a construction schedule.  Then we could load the construction schedule based upon what is being proposed.  I don’t think more than twice a week for what is being contemplated is warranted. If they were talking about doing excavation, foundation work on the wastewater treatment plan or the water treatment plant, I think that is a different perspective and that is not being contemplated at all this construction season. 

Councilman Galligan stated that he felt two days would be a minimum.  Myself, I think somebody should be there all time.  I think it’s time we get this under control.  We have six more phases to go and we’re not watching the first one at all. We have to find out about finances, whose going to pay for it – we have to get going and we better do it pretty quick. We have a responsibility. The fact that they are private doesn’t make any difference – they could be public in five years.  They have to be considered that way and the roads have to be built right. I don’t think a man there all the time is exorbitant or out of line – that is all I have to say. 
Councilwoman Barnhart asked if we want a proposal?  Supervisor Sipos asked Mr. Munsey to please forward a proposal to us. Councilman Galligan stated that Mr. Munsey should not minimize his proposal, we need good people over there.  The board thanked Mr. Munsey for his time and attendance. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

OLD TOWN HALL REPAIRS – Historian Sabina Toomey stated that all board members have in front of them the two proposals that were received to start the process of asking Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther for funding for this project. There is quite a range in the two proposals the one includes a cost for gutters which the gentleman explained to me not having them is what causes the foundations to erode.  Supervisor Sipos stated that the first proposal is for $22,600 the second is for $18,800
FEE SCHEDULES – Councilman Galligan stated he feels that most of them are too high and he wants to make no changes. Councilman Creegan stated he looked at them, and wasn’t here for the last meeting – I think we have to look at them a little harder.  Councilwoman Barnhart suggested going through and marking the ones that are ok by the next meeting and work on the others so we can get this off of the agenda.  The board agreed to send Clerk Nagoda a list of the ones that are ok. Matter tabled. 
POLICIES – SCRAP & LOGGING – Attorney Klein stated that you have a proposed logging/forestry one and I am still struggling with a policy for scrap. Discussion was held on the proposed fee for logging of $300 – Supervisor Sipos stated he could see $100 but not $300. Councilman Galligan stated we should know where they are logging just because of the roads. Attorney Klein stated that was how he drafted it – to protect the roads and highways. Supervisor Sipos stated we will hold this over until May and hash out the fees with the policy. Matter tabled. 

SIGNS – QUOTE – Supervisor Sipos stated we still have nothing on this. Councilwoman Barnhart wanted to know what the issue is. Clerk Nagoda responded that she still has the quote that was obtained by Superintendent Hogue who was supposed to find out if the quote was still good and to get a photo of the signs. Nothing has ever been received.  Clerk Nagoda will forward the quote and contact info toe Councilwoman Barnhart for follow through. Matter tabled. 
EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK – Councilwoman Landis and Clerk Nagoda have worked on this and Councilwoman Landis is in the process of getting it all typed. We hope to have it for the May meeting. 
REVALUATION – Councilwoman Barnhart stated that we are having a special meeting next Thursday (April 9th) at 6:00 p.m. to meet with and interview the three bidders who responded to our RFP.  I don’t want to have them come unless we are committed and last meeting we voted that we were, so they are coming. 
SEXUAL ABUSE/MOLESTATION POLICY – Clerk Nagoda informed the board that this is the policy the insurance company wants us to adopt mostly because of the summer program and the children. Supervisor Sipos asked Attorney Klein if he had reviewed this and he indicated that he did and it is not an uncommon practice for the insurance company. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Supervisor Sipos to adopt the Sexual Abuse/Molestation policy as recommended by Selective Insurance. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

143 ST. JOSEPHS HILL ROAD/LAKE JOSEPH VIOLATIONS – Fire Commissioner Ed Miller stated that the fire company and the commissioners were supposed to be notified and kept informed what the status is on both of these properties – if they were being shut down or had fixed the violations and we have received nothing. Supervisor Sipos stated there is no action since the last meeting. Commissioner Miller asked where does that leave the fire department. Fire Chief Gary Miller stated that they would respond and it would be a “surround and drown” unless they saw a person in the window. The inside of that place is a maze, there are so many apartments and you don’t know what’s occupied or not.  There is only supposed to be one caretaker there. That is what I was told years ago when I took over. Supervisor Sipos asked Glen Plotsky who was our attorney at that time how was this left? Attorney Plotsky stated that he had pulled the file and emailed it to the building inspector and Attorney Klein, Supervisor Sipos stated that he would get a copy of the file to the fire company. Supervisor Sipos stated that it was left that the out buildings are for seasonal use only and one apartment for a caretaker.  Attorney Klein stated that with regard to the Inn at Lake Joseph, Inspector Wheat had reached out earlier in the week and he was on top of this and there was movement towards compliance.  Councilman Galligan asked if we should condemn 143 St. Josephs Hill Road due to it being a fire hazard. Bill Steinberg asked if the electrical was ever corrected – several years ago there was a fire there – they have two panel boxes next to each other and they were arcing between them – Chris Bastone was chief then and he moved everybody out due to the building/electrical being unsafe. We will make sure that Inspector Wheat stays on top of this. Councilwoman Barnhart shouldn’t we do something to get this shut down if it’s that bad. Attorney Klein stated you have to use due process – you can’t just walk in and shut it down.  He has to go find out exactly what’s going on so I can find out the right process to do it. There is an unsafe building action we can take, there may be something else, I don’t have the facts. With all due respect, someone standing here at a board meeting saying “I think, I saw, I heard” isn’t enough. Supervisor Sipos will share our concerns with Inspector Wheat and let him do what he has to do. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to have Inspector Wheat submit a report on both the Inn at Lake Joseph and 143 St. Josephs Hill Road to the board by Thursday April 9 for the board to take action. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS

SUBDIVISIONS – Councilwoman Barnhart asked Attorney Klein if the subdivision regulations have been revised. He replied that he is still working on them.  She asked him if he could possibly have them done by next month. 
BIDS – GASOLINE, DIESEL, FUEL OIL AND PROPANE – Clerk Nagoda stated this is usually put out for bid in March, the highway superintendent recommends it – he wasn’t here. However, last year when we bid propane, we received a letter saying that our specs were wrong and therefore, propane could not be bid.  I sent to the highway superintendent a copy of the specs and the letter that we received stating what was wrong with the specs and asked him to correct them. He replied and told me he knows nothing about propane, have the attorney or engineer write the specs. We can either extend the current bids (which is what we did with the propane last year) or get new specs – what does the board wish to do. The board directed Clerk Nagoda to obtain propane specs from another town and put everything out to bid. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Supervisor Sipos to put gasoline, diesel, fuel oil and propane out for bid and to hold a bid opening on April 30, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. in the town hall. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT – Clerk Nagoda attended a regional meeting with regard to the Affordable Care Act and has shared this information with the attorney and board with the concern that it will have a big impact on our budget this year. Attorney Klein reviewed the information and his concern is that the magic number they refer to is fifty employees – that isn’t us. Attorney Klein suggested contacting our accountant for any new reporting changes that will have to be made. 
MONMOUTH COUNCIL REQUEST – Received from Chris Quakenbush of the Monmouth Council Scouts requesting the use of the Forestburgh pool by the Forestburgh Scout Reservation to execute a “Discover Scuba” program during their summer camp program. They are requesting the use of the pool facility from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. each day starting June 28 and ending August 6, 2015. Monmouth Council will supply lifeguards, staff, dive equipment and only requires the use of the facility. Clerk Nagoda informed them of the two family swim nights that held during that period and they are perfectly fine not using the facility on those nights. They have also already submitted a certificate of insurance showing us as additionally insured. Supervisor Sipos stated that he is partial to the scouts, and when we were hit by Hurricane Sandy, had we needed it – they had 10,000 gallons of potable water and 300 beds that if we had needed them, they were available. I never forgot that offer and thankfully, we didn’t need it – but it was there for us.  Councilman Galligan stated he didn’t want to punish the program and would be in favor of letting them use the facilities. 
Gary Miller – I have done scuba diving, the tanks are heavy, they are metal what if they bang against the side of the pool and damage it – what are you going to do then. I am not against it or them – just what if it gets damaged from the weights, tanks and everything. Councilwoman Landis asked how many kids would be in the program? Clerk Nagoda replied they didn’t say how many would participate.  Supervisor Sipos directed Clerk Nagoda to find out how many would be participating, address their payments to the town in lieu of taxes and pool damage. Councilman Galligan stated he is in full support – the rest of the board requested it be tabled until we have some answers to our questions. Matter tabled.
ORANGE AND ROCKALND PROPOSED RATE HIKE – Orange and Rockland Utilities has requested a rate hike in the amount of 5.2% for electric and 16.8% for gas. O & R has some of the highest rates in the nation. Alderman Belcher from Port Jervis is leading the charge to not get this rate increase approved and is requesting letters of opposition be sent to the Public Service Commission. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to send a letter in opposition to the requested rate hike by Orange & Rockland. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 
Supervisor Sipos at this time wished the best of luck to J.T. Steinberg who was appearing before the Eagle Scout Board of Review tonight. He worked very hard on the old Town Hall for his Eagle Project. I would also like to thank Erin and Erik Morse for the fine job of overseeing the ski program this year.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning Board – The new board is in place and there are no new applications.

Historian – You all have a copy of the letter sent to Assemblywoman Gunther for funding for the old town hall. She has also contacted the Visitor’s Association for more Forestburgh info to be added to the visitor’s guide.

Building Inspector – report filed. 

Seniors – Meeting on the 13th.

Forestburgh Day – 5K will be on August 15 – no further plans have started. 

PUBLIC COMMENT – 

Bill Steinberg – I have three things – I wasn’t at the last meeting, but I understand that this re-val is going to go through, I want it on record that I just moved back into town, I have been trying to move back into town for four or five years now. If you do this re-val, my taxes are already $4,000 a year, this re-val is going to up my taxes, I already see it coming, I am going to have to put my house on the market and move back out of town if you do this re-val. I want you to understand that, the five of you. I have lived here my entire life, I want to finish raising my kids here, I want to grow old here in this town. You do this re-val, I am going to have to move back out.  Second, the grass for the year, am I still doing it or did you get somebody else to do it? It’s coming around the corner. Supervisor Sipos stated you are doing it – you were appointed at the re-organizational meeting in January.  Lastly, I just learned that the county bonded seven million dollars to do roads this year. Sackett Lake Road is NOT on that agenda. I was wondering if the town board could send a letter to the legislators, putting them on notice that it needs to be done ASAP, especially from the town barn down to Fowlerville. You cannot drive on that road at all. Even with the fire department – you can’t drive across that road. 
Ed Miller added to this that they have marked out repairs for the last two or three years but they have never repaired the road. 
Sabina Toomey – I want to talk about the re-val as well. There was an article in the paper, on the front page, about the number of people exiting Sullivan County. It reminds me of the rats leaving a sinking ship. Most of the seniors that I have talked to, two of them are from the Liberty area, I know them through the RSVP program, these beautiful people have given hours of their time to the museum and other things to try and make this a better place, it broke my heart to see them leave because they could no longer afford the taxes on their homes. I understand it’s a delicate situation, but I don’t know what I am going to do if you have a re-val, I guess I will have to sell my house too. Supervisor Sipos thanked her and stated that he received an email telling him to watch what’s going on in Wawarsing with their re-val.  Join us April 9, at 6:00 p.m. and we will take it from there. 

Councilman Galligan stated that the meeting isn’t over – we can still have a letter sent to the county about the despicable condition of Sackett Lake Road and request that they do something immediately about it.  MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Creegan to write to Sullivan County DPW with regard to the deplorable condition of Sackett Lake Road and request it be repaired. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to enter into executive session for the purpose of litigation and union negotiations and invites Attorney’s Klein and Plotsky into said session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to reconvene into regular session at 9:29 p.m. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilman Galligan to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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