*****DRAFT*****
The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, February 4, 2016 at the town hall.

Supervisor Hogue called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor



      Katherine L. Barnhart, Councilwoman



      John W. Galligan, Councilman



      Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



      Steven Budofsky, Councilman


    Absent - None


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Joseph Ruggeri, Highway Superintendent



    E. Danielle Jose-Decker, Attorney for the Town 

REPORTS –
Supervisor Hogue submitted a financial report for the month of January, 2016.

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted a report of clerk fees and activity for the month of January, 2016.

Justices Carroll & Gunther submitted a report of justice court fees and activity for the month of January, 2016.

PUBLIC COMMENT – None.

MINUTES – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted minutes of October 15 and 21 for review. Councilwoman Barnhart stated that the only ones who can vote on them are herself and Councilman Galligan. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan to accept the minutes as submitted. Vote: 2 ayes – 3 abstentions.

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #12 – 35 in the sum of $19,176.77 as set forth in abstract # 2 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Galligan to pay general fund vouchers. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. Councilman Budofsky abstained as one voucher is his. 

HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - # 2 – 15 in the sum of $56,236.91 as set forth in abstract # 2 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to accept the highway vouchers. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. Supervisor Hogue abstained as some vouchers were from 2015.

COMMUNICATIONS – 

Clerk Nagoda read a letter from Bruce and Karen Ellsweig stating that due to a series of errors that has resulted in them not receiving their tax bill from Monticello Central School District and a subsequent fine of ten percent. They have lived at this address for over two years and have been seeking resolution of these errors since they purchased the property. Please assure us that no further errors will be made in billing for the taxes so they can pay them on time and received proper receipts of said payments.  In addition, please consider reimbursing us for the fine of ten percent that was incurred.
Councilman Galligan stated that it is not legal for us to reimburse the fine. Attorney Jose stated there is no authority under state law to do that. We all felt bad about this so I reached out to the Association of Towns and confirmed that legally we cannot do that. 

Clerk Nagoda then read a letter from Historian, Sabina Toomey who is not able to attend tonight’s meeting. She is working on getting the sign replaced for County Route 48, which was known as the Mount Hope-Lumberland Turnpike. The seniors have enjoyed meeting every month and she invites all to join them on the 2nd Monday of the month, lunch follows the meeting.  She asks that the board please get the stove fixed so that the seniors may use it.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
POLICIES/EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK – Supervisor Hogue asked if everyone has had a chance to review it after all of the work that Councilwoman Landis put into it. Councilwoman Barnhart requested this be tabled as she hasn’t finished going over it. Matter tabled.

REVALUATION WORKSHOPS – Supervisor Hogue stated there were 44 people in attendance; he thought it was very good and informative. We haven’t heard if they will be doing more as we closer. 
198 DILL ROAD PROPERTY – Attorney Jose stated that you can’t get rid of it for less than its appraised value unless it isn’t moving. Discussion was held to list it with a broker or sell it on our own.

MOTION by Councilman Budofsky, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to deem the property at 198 Dill Road surplus and of no use to the Town of Forestburgh and put it for sale by bid with a minimum bid of $38,000. The town board reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 

STOVE – Councilman Galligan stated that CES was here and said the stove is fully operational but there is a problem with the hood and it’s not vented properly. Councilwoman Landis has several quotes for new hood vents the problem is if it’s vented to the outside – one of these is indoor venting. Discussion was held with regard to compliance. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to purchase a new hood, not to exceed $800 if they are deemed compliant to all regulations. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
JUSTICE COURT ATTORNEY – Clerk Nagoda has been calling all over. Right now Marvin Newberg is considering it we are waiting to hear from him. Matter tabled. 

UNION CONTRACT – Supervisor Hogue stated that he wants to enter into executive session to discuss this.

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT – Superintendent Ruggeri submitted a list of vehicles and equipment to be deemed surplus. 
1 – 1996 International Vin #: 1HTGEADR9VH414985

1-2004 Chevy Vin #: 1GCHK24U84E349616

1-1998 Chevy 1 Ton Vin #: 1GBJK34F2WFO51105

1- 1990 Chevy Vin #: 2GCEK19K9L1119863

1-Rosco Broom – Model # RB-28 SN 745XAB

4 – Junk dump beds

Old junk plows

3 – Tailgate spreaders

Old Loader forks

Old Chip Box

MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to deem the aforementioned list of vehicles and equipment surplus and authorize the superintendent to put it out for auction. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

SCRAP METAL POLICY - Superintendent Ruggeri also requested a policy for selling scrap metal because there is a lot at the barn that he would like to get rid of.  MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, seconded by Councilman Galligan to authorize the Highway Superintendent to obtain two quotes for scrap and sell the scrap metal to the highest quote and get a check made payable to the Town of Forestburgh.  Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
PLANNING BOARD VACANCY – Supervisor Hogue stated that we have three interested persons for the planning board vacancy. They are Richard Robbins, Mike Creegan and Eugene Raponi. We need to get the planning board back up to five members and I will entertain appointing one of these applicants. Discussion was held whether or not to hold interviews versus they are all known by the board. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to appoint Richard Robbins to the planning board for a term of five (5) years.
Councilwoman Barnhart voting aye;
Councilman Galligan voting nay;

Councilwoman Landis voting nay;

Councilman Budofsky voting aye;

Supervisor Hogue voting aye.

Motion carried.

Discussion was held about adding two alternates to the planning board in the event of absences or matters of recusal. Supervisor Hogue asked Attorney Jose to write an amendment to the planning board local law to allow for two alternates. 

PLANNING BOARD CHAIRMAN – MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to appoint Susan Hawvermale as planning board chairman.

Councilwoman Barnhart voting nay;

Councilman Galligan voting aye;

Councilwoman Landis voting aye;

Councilman Budofsky voting nay;

Supervisor Hogue voting nay.

Motion not carried.

MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Supervisor Hogue to appoint Richard Robbins as planning board chairman.

Councilwoman Barnhart voting aye;

Councilman Galligan voting nay;

Councilwoman Landis voting nay;

Councilman Budofsky voting aye;

Supervisor Hogue voting aye.

Motion carried.

FIRE DEPARTMENT CONTRACTS – Currently there are three agreements between the town and the fire district. One for maintaining the dry hydrants, one for plowing the fire house and one for keys and access to the town barn for fuel and diesel. Last night the Highway Superintendent, the Fire Chief, the Chair of the Commissioners and myself met to put together one agreement to correct them. The board directed Attorney Jose to rewrite the agreements. The only real change is that fuel should be paid for monthly and that keys will be issued for all fire department vehicles, and that the price should be the bid price over the posted Journal of Commerce for the last Wednesday of the month. Matter tabled.
NEW BUSINESS

DOOR LOCKS – Supervisor Hogue stated that he stopped by P & N in Monticello they gave him a quote of $1,00 to $1,400 for new locks. That was based on a key pad system and there really wasn’t any tracking with it.  We will get prices from other vendors. 
LETTER OF ENGAGEMENT – In everyone’s packet is a letter of engagement for Ricciani and Jose. We just have to note acceptance of it and that they are our new attorney’s for the town. 

RESOLUTION OF SETTLEMENT – We have a resolution for settlement under Article 7 of the Real Property Tax Law.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION CONFIRMING SETTLEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED UNDER ARTICLE 7 OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW AGAINST THE TOWN OF FORESTBURGH - Index Numbers 2533-2014 & 1671-2015tc  \f 1 "RESOLUTIONCONFIRMINGSETTLEMENTOFPROCEEDINGSINSTITUTEDUNDERARTICLE7OFTHEREALPROPERTYTAXLAWAGAINSTTHETOWNOFLUMBERLAND-IndexNumbers2013-1673&2014-1559"

WHEREAS, Kevin Burinescu and/or RJ Real Estate Management, LLC, have instituted proceedings under Article 7 of the Real Property Tax Law to review the assessments of the tax map parcel T/Forestburgh 6.-2-36.4 (4 Lena Rd.), and which proceedings were pending in the Supreme Court of the State of New York, County of Sullivan, under Index Numbers 2533-2014 & 1671-2015; and


WHEREAS, the parties herein have appeared through counsel, Kenneth Klein, Esq., and E. Danielle Jose-Decker, Esq., on behalf of the Town of Forestburgh (“Town”), and Joseph Albert, Esq., on behalf of petitioners, Kevin Burinescu and/or RJ Real Estate Management, LLC; and


WHEREAS, negotiations by and between the parties hereto have produced a proposed settlement of the issues and matters of dispute regarding the property, said proposed settlement being attached hereto; and


WHEREAS, the proposed settlement will also result in a fair and equitable resolution of the complaints with respect to the petitioner’s assessment, and is recommended by the Town Assessor.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh as follows:

1. 
That the settlement of the above referenced proceedings be and hereby are in all respects approved and confirmed; and

2. 
That E. Danielle Jose-Decker, Esq., attorney for the Town of Forestburgh be and is authorized, empowered and directed to enter into and execute a formal written stipulation of settlement and to bind the Town thereto, such stipulation to be in the form approved by the said attorney; and

3. 
That E. Danielle Jose-Decker, Esq., attorney for the Town of Forestburgh be and hereby is authorized and empowered to execute any and all other documents and takes such other steps as may be reasonably required, necessary and incidental to effect and finalize the settlement of the subject proceedings.
MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to adopt said resolution of settlement. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

SCOUTS/SCUBA – We have a letter from the Monmouth Council Boy Scouts requesting use of the pool facility again this summer for their scuba training. Councilwoman Barnhart questioned how this program went last year. Clerk Nagoda stated that when she received this, she reached out to Chuck Vassallo, summer program director and he was thrilled to have them back. The program was very successful and it was positive for all involved. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to permit the Monmouth Council Boy Scouts use of the pool facilities for their scuba diving sessions pending proof of additional insured. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER – Basically our website is a disaster, you upload stuff and it disappears, we tried to upload something to the building department and the entire building department disappeared. It’s difficult to navigate. Councilman Budofsky has done some work on this and has found Towpath. It was recommended by the Town Clerk in Bethel. It’s $1,020 a year – it is a cooperative website used by small towns and counties throughout New York State. They help you create your website and they have banners and templates already in place for you to put your information. We have to find out what we are paying now and when our contract expires. Councilman Budofsky will continue to research other options.  Councilwoman Barnhart stated that we have written a new newsletter, but there are issues with the mailing list so as soon as we get that figured out it’s ready to go. Councilman Galligan stated that everything that is discussed at a town board meeting should be in that newsletter. That is how is used to be and we need to keep the residents informed of everything we discuss.
AUDIT – Supervisor Hogue stated that the auditors are here, they started last week. One thing they found was that the December payment to the retirement system wasn’t made. As soon as it was discovered we made a payment of $119,000, there was a fine incurred because it was late. I am not sure how long the audit is going to take.
SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS – Attorney Jose stated that her partner, Attorney Ricciani has spoken with the former attorney, he is almost finished with the review of the subdivision regulations and he will then pass them on to her, probably next week sometime.
COMMITTEE REPORTS –

Planning Board – There is nothing on their agenda at this point.

Historian – We received her report earlier.

Building Inspector – I was hoping he would be here by now. However he does need to replace his computer.

Seniors – They meet the second Monday of the month at 1:00 p.m.

Forestburgh Day – It will be August 13 – there will be a meeting on Monday, April 4, 2016 at 5:30 in the town hall. 

PUBLIC COMMENT –

Anna Panzarino – I live on Cold Spring Road and my son was hit by a speeding car at night. I contacted the county and was told to come to you to request a speed zone. Supervisor Hogue stated that anywhere speed is not posted, the speed limit is 55 and I know they go a lot faster. I don’t know if we have the authority to request a speed zone on a county road. Mrs. Panzarino stated that the county told her that you have to pass a resolution and send it to them. Supervisor Hogue stated that he knows with the state if you request it they will come and put down counters and count the cars and then they count the houses and there is formula they have for density that they use to determine if a speed zone is necessary. If you say the county wants a resolution and to request a speed study and speed zone, I’m in favor of that. Attorney Jose offered to research what we can do.
MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to request a speed study and speed zone on County Route 101 (Cold Spring Road) from the Forestburgh line to County Route 108. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 

Councilman Galligan stated that we passed a local law banning fracking, I would like to do pass a local law banning compression stations for the Millennium pipeline. Attorney Jose stated it is a big process you need to do SEQRA and probably a full EAF. She explained the full process and was directed to introduce a local law.  

Highway Superintendent Ruggeri stated that he had the guys come to the town hall and clean up all of the mess from the bear getting into the dumpster. Supervisor Hogue stated the biggest problem is people placing household garbage in the container. We should probably put up a sign saying “No Household Garbage”. Gene Raponi added that several years ago it was discussed about installing video cameras. Supervisor Hogue replied several years ago $10,000 was funded in a budget line for that, I don’t think it was ever used and I believe that line is still funded. That is not a bad idea and a key card system to access the offices upstairs so we know who is coming in and out. Attorney Jose stated that the Town of Lumberland got grant money to install their cameras, I can find out more from them. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to enter into executive session for the purpose of union negotiations. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Galligan to reconvene into regular session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilman Galligan to adjourn at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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