The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held the regular monthly meeting on Thursday, December 3, 2015 at the town hall.

Supervisor Sipos called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – William B. Sipos, Supervisor



      Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



      John W. Galligan, Councilman



      Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



      Michael Creegan, Councilman


Absent – None


Recording 


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Kenneth C. Klein, Attorney for the Town



    Dan Hogue, Jr. – Highway Superintendent

REPORTS – 

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted a monthly report of clerk fees and activity for November 2015.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted a monthly report of justice court fees and activity for November 2015.

PUBLIC COMMENT – 
Sabina Toomey – I’d like to make a public comment, it doesn’t have anything to do with the agenda, but I would just like to thank the people who have served our community, Mr. Sipos and Mr. Creegan. I want you to both know how much we appreciated your efforts. It’s a difficult job and we’re glad that you took it on and did a great job. I am sorry to see you go but we hope that you will continue to work with the town and the incoming Supervisor and work with the ideas of making our town a better place to live. Thank you very much for your service. 

David Bodenstein – I don’t know if this specifically relates to an agenda item or not, but I am David Bodenstein of Mike Preis Insurance. I was at the last two town board meetings and we discussed having me quote the town’s insurance. My understanding was that the board voted to do that and assigned two companies to me. In some of my discussions with one of the companies, they stated that they had some conversations with the Supervisor. I know you said you wanted to wait and have a discussion with the board. I am still awaiting the necessary signatures on the applications in order to obtain those quotations. Supervisor Sipos will sign them tomorrow. 

Dan Hogue – I have one thing on the vouchers – it’s for the school in January. There is a voucher in there to pay the Desmond Hotel – I don’t think it proper to pay a hotel in advance, just in case something does happen and you have to cancel. That money is better in our account. I’ve been going to highway school for almost 20 years – we always bring a voucher and a tax exempt form and they send a bill – just in case you leave a day early or something, you aren’t fighting with them to get a refund. 
MINUTES – Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted minutes for the October 1, 2015 regular meeting, and budget workshops on October 5 and 15th for review. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to accept the minutes of October 1, 2015. Vote: 4 ayes – 1 abstention. Motion carried. 

MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Creegan to accept the minutes of October 5, 2015. Vote: 4 ayes – 1 abstention. Motion carried.

MOTION by Supervisor Sipos, seconded by Councilman Creegan to accept the minutes of October 15, 2015. Vote: 4 ayes – 1 abstention. Motion carried. 

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #270 – 283 in the sum of $12,768.63 as set forth in abstract # 12 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilman Creegan to pay general fund vouchers. Vote: 4 ayes – 1 abstention. Motion carried.
HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - #130 – 140 in the sum of $3,597.61 as set forth in abstract # 11 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Supervisor Sipos to accept the highway fund vouchers. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS – 

Clerk Nagoda read a letter of resignation from Nicole M. Rieber as our Special Town Prosecutor effective December 15, 2015.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

EMPLOYEE POLICIES/HANDBOOK – Clerk Nagoda stated that Councilwoman Landis e-mailed it to me today with areas of concern being highlighted. All of the areas of concern really need to be addressed by the board. Such as, do you want to follow the union contract and truly there in only one employee that is affected, and that is the bookkeeper.  Copies will be forwarded to all board members for review and action in January. Matter tabled.

REVALUATION BOND – Councilwoman Barnhart asked Assessor Ketcham to outline a schedule for the revaluation. Assessor Ketcham stated that we already have a schedule in the contract. We have only really hit the first and second tick mark on the schedule. My clerk and I have already had a meeting with GAR and everything is on schedule. They will be doing a press release to all of the local newspapers and sending out a letter by the end of the month to all property owners.  Bookkeeper, Sandi Burke stated that the interest rate for the bond is 2.75% over five years and the payment is $26,000 per year plus interest. Attorney Klein stated he will now contact bond counsel and we’ll set a date and close on it. 
198 DILL ROAD PROPERTY – Attorney Klein stated that he hasn’t received the original deed back yet, but we own it and we received the money. Clerk Nagoda stated that last month the board decided to have it appraised, but I just received the list of appraisers. Do you want to authorize me to contact the lowest appraiser? MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Supervisor Sipos authorizing the Town Clerk to contact the lowest priced appraiser and have the property located at 198 Dill Road appraised. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

STOVE – Councilman Galligan stated that CES repaired the stove, but it needs a hood. Councilwoman Landis stated that she got a quote for a hood – it was $3,000 for a six foot hood. Supervisor Sipos asked if that included installation, she replied no, just the hood. Clerk Nagoda asked if a suppression system was required. Matter tabled for further review.

SENIOR CITIZEN EXEMPTION – LOCAL LAW – Attorney Klein stated that our senior citizen exemption levels matched the county except for one, so I corrected that. The other change is with regard to veteran’s disability income and the last change is the veteran’s exemption to Gold Star Parents. Assessor Ketcham stated that basically the county changed their senior citizen exemption levels to be more contemporary, I suggested the board match the county to make things easier. As for the Gold Star Parent, that is fine and in my 25 years of assessing, I haven’t come across one yet. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Supervisor Sipos to hold a public hearing on Local Law # 4 of 2015 entitled “Taxation” on January 7, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the town hall. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

NEW BUISNESS

PARTNERS IN SAFETY – CONTRACT RENEWAL – Clerk Nagoda stated that this is our annual contract renewal for the mandated DOT drug and alcohol testing.  Superintendent Hogue stated they have a meeting with a new firm – Kelly from Youngsville Medical on Tuesday. Partners In Safety charges $273.00 which breaks down to $39 per person, they charge $48 per person for a post incident, Youngsville Medical charges $40 for a post incident. Matter tabled until Superintendent Hogue meets with Youngsville Medical.
COURT ATTORNEY – Supervisor Sipos stated as you all just heard, our Justice Court Prosecuting Attorney, Nicole Rieber has resigned.  The board in January will have to look for a new attorney for the justice court.  Matter tabled.

TOWN ATTORNEY – Supervisor Sipos stated that Attorney Klein will no longer be with us after December 31, 2015. I would like to thank him for the last two years of service, it is much appreciated. We do have a letter of interest from Zachary Kelson. I will leave this for the new board. Matter tabled.

MARSHALL & STERLING INSURANCE – Supervisor Sipos introduced Anne Backlund of Marshall & Sterling Insurance. Ms. Backlund stated that she sent our application out to all of the markets. I have done it periodically over the last ten or fifteen years. She provided all board members a breakdown of the cost from four carriers. The carriers are your current company Selective/Darwin, Houston Casualty, Allie Public Risk and NYMIR. Councilwoman Barnhart asked how did you get an application out to all of the companies. Ms. Backlund replied that she did them early, probably two or three months ago.  Supervisor Sipos informed the public and the board that Ms. Backlund has been our agent for over ten years and she gives us great service. She has always been tight with numbers and accommodating to our needs as the town has changed. I just want to say thank you.  I know Mr. Bodenstein has his quotes that he wants to get. We will have to leave this until January. Superintendent Hogue stated he felt it better to have another company bid on it. Ms. Backlund stated that Selective as of this year will be offering to all municipalities a dividend program. They are also offering a data/cyber breech package which is important in this day and age. All four quotes are pretty close and they all offer great coverage. Ms. Backlund stated she would leave this for the board to review and return in January. 
FIRE ADVISORY BOARD – Clerk Nagoda stated that she spoke with Fire Chief Elect, Todd Petrowsky who reached out for a few people. His brother, Zachary Petrowsky has agreed to fill the vacancy on the County Fire Advisory panel. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to appoint Zachary Petrowsky to the Sullivan County Fire Advisory Board. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

YEAR END MEETING – Discussion was held on a date for the year end meeting. MOTION by Supervisor Sipos, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to hold a year end meeting on Tuesday, December 22, 2015 at 4:30 p.m. in the town hall. Vote: 5 ayes - 0 nays. Motion carried.
SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS – Attorney Klein stated he should have them done by year end. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning Board – No meeting in December and no new applications.

Historian – Historian Sabina Toomey provided all with a program from the Historical Society Annual Dinner that honored our own Elsie Winterberger.

Building Inspector – No report

Seniors – For the first time since its inception in 1983 – the seniors are meeting over the winter months where we are having lunch and continue with local activities. Today was our holiday party and it was great. 

Forestburgh Day – First meeting in February.
PUBLIC COMMENT – None

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Supervisor Sipos to adjourn at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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