The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their yearend meeting on Tuesday, December 22, 2015 in the town hall.

Supervisor Sipos called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – William B. Sipos, Supervisor 



      Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



      John W. Galligan, Councilman



      Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



      Michael Creegan, Councilman


  Absent – None


Recording 


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others 


Present – Dan Hogue, Jr., Highway Superintendent



    Joseph Ruggeri, Highway Superintendent Elect

Supervisor Sipos offered condolences and sympathy to the Parlow and Nagoda families on the passing of Richard Parlow. Mr. Parlow was a long time resident, former assessor for the town and a charter member of the Forestburgh Fire Company. He will be greatly missed. Clerk Nagoda thanked the board for their condolences. 

198 DILL ROAD – You all have a copy of the appraisal for 198 Dill Road it has been appraised for $38,000 with an estimated cost to repair of $45,000.

LOST LAKE – Here is the written agreement that Randy Gracy and Lost Lake will pay for all inspections done by Gottlieb Engineering on the Lost Lake project. 
FUND BALANCES – Supervisor Sipos stated that in your folders you all have balance statements of all accounts through November 30, 2015. The total is $580,595.50 – all of them, CD’s, general fund, highway fund and trust and agency. That is without paying the bills that are here in front of us. 

TIME CARD ISSUE – Supervisor Sipos stated he has a copy of the time card for Bill Steinberg – there is a question as to how he worked 14 hours – his explanation to me was I always lump my hours together and put them on the time card. He was informed that he can’t do that – they must be marked the day  worked. Bookkeeper Sandi Burke stated that I looked at his past time cards and that was true, but this time card seemed to go over months. I asked him to re-do the time sheet and if you look and match them, the hours and days don’t match to what he originally gave me. It’s 95 hours lump sum all together which is like fourteen hundred and something dollars. Supervisor Sipos stated he’s not here and he said he would be. Councilwoman Landis stated the grass isn’t growing and I had to kick the leaves out of the way when I got here. Ms. Burke added that the leaves aren’t done, the mulch on the playground isn’t raked out and inside the pool fence hasn’t been mowed since camp ended.

ED MILLER – Supervisor Sipos asked Mr. Miller to inform the board. Mr. Miller I keep being told that the town board is requesting a letter that I am fit for work.  Supervisor Sipos stated that he has a copy of a letter from Superintendent Hogue to Ed Miller dated December 12, 2015 – To Whom It May Concern, After my discussion with the board members and concerns of myself, the Town of Forestburgh employer formally request a note to the status of Ed Miller’s ability to safely perform his duties as an HMEO, copy attached without restrictions. Then there is a follow up dated December 21, 2015 from Superintendent Hogue that reads Ed Miller, as per the town’s verbal request for a letter from your doctor concerning your ability to perform your duties as an HMEO and your responsibilities of “the doctor needs a note as such” please find a letter of such enclosed.  Supervisor Sipos asked Superintendent Hogue to explain. Superintendent Hogue stated first of all this is a personnel matter it should probably be discussed in executive session. I don’t have a problem discussing it in the open, I would leave that up to Ed Miller. It also has to deal with medical, I leave that up to the board.  Mr. Miller stated it didn’t matter to him, open is fine. 
Superintendent Hogue stated that several months back Mr. Miller came to me with a health concern. We spoke and it’s a significant health concern. I won’t elaborate on that, it’s not my place. I asked him to keep an eye on it and I spoke with some board members about it. I sent an e-mail out that was responded to by one board member.  He had to go to the doctor the other day and I asked him to just get a note, to cover the town, saying that you’re ok and that he can work without restriction. We don’t have “light duty”.  He came back and I asked him how he made out and he replied that the doctor wants a note requesting a note. That is what prompted this. Mr. Miller stated that he wanted a note from the town board with every single signature on it. Superintendent Hogue stated that is not what you told me and the town board is not in charge of the employees at the highway department. That is a responsibility of the highway superintendent. Mr. Miller replied then this should not be brought up before the town board.  I asked the board to keep them notified of what’s going on. Councilman Galligan stated we should take this into executive session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION - MOTION by Supervisor Sipos, seconded by Councilman Creegan to enter into executive session for the purpose of personnel and invite Clerk Nagoda, Ed Miller, Diane Miller, Gary Miller and Superintendent Hogue into said session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Creegan to reconvene into regular session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 
GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS – MOTION by Supervisor Sipos, seconded by Councilman Galligan to pay all general fund vouchers through the end of the year. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 

HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS – MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilman Galligan to pay all highway fund vouchers through the end of the year. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ESCROW FUND VOUCHERS – MOTION by Supervisor Sipos, seconded by Councilman Creegan to pay any escrow fund vouchers through the end of the year. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

Superintendent Hogue requested the board to schedule a re-organizational workshop for Tuesday, January 5, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. so that he, as Supervisor elect can get things done before the actual board meeting on the 7th of January. 

MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to hold a re-organizational workshop on Tuesday, January 5, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. in the town hall. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

The board will hold the time card of Bill Steinberg until the year end payroll and the Supervisor can speak with him, since he did not arrive here tonight.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilman Creegan to adjourn at 4:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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