PUBLIC HEARING UPON

LOCAL LAW # 3 OF 2015 ENTITLED

“A LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2106 THE TAX LEVY LIMIT

ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW SECTION 3-C”

November 5, 2015

Deputy Supervisor Galligan called the public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – John W. Galligan, Councilman, Deputy Supervisor



      Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



      Susan Parks Landis, Councilwoman



      Michael Creegan, Councilman


  Absent – William B. Sipos, Supervisor


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Kenneth C. Klein, Attorney for the Town



    Daniel Hogue, Jr., Highway Superintendent

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda read the Notice of Public Hearing into the record.

Deputy Supervisor Galligan asked Attorney Klein to give a brief over view of the proposed Local Law.

Attorney Klein stated that the state has in place a 2% tax cap, however, this year the tax cap is actually 0.7 something percent. If you are going to raise your taxes above 0.7 some odd percent, you must adopt a local law to override that tax cap. It is my understanding that the preliminary budget does, if adopted, exceed that 0.7 something percent. 

No one spoke in favor or against the proposed local law.

MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Creegan to close the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda, 

Town Clerk

PUBLIC HEARING UPON

THE PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

FOR THE TOWN OF FORESTBURGH, SULLIVAN COUNTY, NEW YORK

November 5, 2015

Deputy Supervisor Galligan called the public hearing to order at 7:05 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – John W. Galligan, Councilman, Deputy Supervisor



      Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



      Susan Parks Landis, Councilwoman



      Michael Creegan, Councilman


  Absent – William B. Sipos, Supervisor


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Kenneth C. Klein, Attorney for the Town



    Daniel Hogue, Jr., Highway Superintendent

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda read the Notice of Public Hearing into the record.

No one spoke in favor or against the preliminary budget.

MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to close the public hearing at 7:06 p.m. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk

The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, November 5, 2015 at the town hall.

Deputy Supervisor Galligan called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – John W. Galligan, Councilman, Deputy Supervisor



      Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



      Susan Parks Landis, Councilwoman



      Michael Creegan, Councilman


  Absent – William B. Sipos, Supervisor


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Kenneth C. Klein, Attorney for the Town



    Daniel Hogue, Jr., Highway Superintendent

REPORTS – 

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted a monthly report of clerk fees and activity for October 2015.

Justice Carroll and Gunther submitted a monthly report of justice court fees and activity for October 2015.

PUBLIC COMMENT – 

David Bodenstein – I am David Bodenstein from Mike Preis Insurance, I was here last month and we had discussed the possibility of quoting the towns insurance with some other carriers. It was my understanding at that meeting that you would allow me to get quotes through NYMIR and Trident. I came down and got copies of your policies and visited all of your locations. I met with the highway superintendent and went over the vehicle and equipment schedule. Both insurance companies stated they had received broker of record letters indicating that you wanted another agent to obtain quotations from them. They will only provide quotations for one agent. So right now I am stalled until the town signs a broker letter for those two markets. It is my understanding that the Supervisor signed the letters for the other agent – the companies will only accept a letter signed by him. In all fairness, your Supervisor was not at the last meeting so I am not sure if he was aware of the board’s decision. I was just not sure if there was a lack of communication or if the board had changed their mind. Councilwoman Barnhart stated that it was our intent for you to go ahead and obtain quotes from those two markets. I would like to see the will of the board carried out. Mr. Bodenstein stated he would supply the letters that need to be signed to the clerk for signature by the Supervisor. 

MINUTES – None submitted.

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - # 222 – 244 in the sum of $8,949.31 as set forth in abstract # 11 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Creegan to pay general fund vouchers. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - # 103 – 121 in the sum of $39,633.02 as set forth in abstract # 10 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to accept the highway fund vouchers. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

POLICIES/EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK – Councilwoman Landis produced an employee handbook and stated it is almost complete. There are just a few things I need to go over with the clerk and I will then scan and e-mail to everyone.  Matter tabled. 

REVALUATION BOND – Attorney Klein stated you adopted the bond resolution and we are good to go, I just need to know if we are borrowing the full amount and do you want to borrow it now or in December or hold over until January?  The board replied we are bonding the full amount of $130,000 and we should close it in 2015. We need to get GAR their first payment. 
198 DILL ROAD PROPERTY – We own the property on Dill Road, we received the money from Wells Fargo. Attorney Klein stated you own it and now the question becomes are you going to demolish it and clear it out, or are you going to rehab it to some extent. There is value there and I think you have the availability to clean it up and get some return for it. Councilwoman Barnhart stated she would like to announce that it’s for sale and not have to do anything with it. Attorney Klein suggested having it appraised to get its fair market value and go from there. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Creegan to have the property appraised and get its fair market value and have it demolished. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 

LOCAL LAW # 3 – TAX CAP OVERRIDE – We have had the public hearing Local Law # 3 of 2015 and we are ready to go. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to adopt Local Law # 3 overriding the tax cap. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
2016 BUDGET – MOTION by Deputy Supervisor Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to adopt the preliminary budget as the budget for fiscal year 2016 pending the receipt from the Office of the Comptroller on the filing of tax cap override. Vote: 3 ayes – 1 nay. Motion carried.

STOVE – Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated that he had contacted CES to come and look at the stove. Clerk Nagoda stated that on October 22 a service rep came and wrote that the stove is old and parts and labor would not be worth it, additionally a six burner commercial stove only has two residential hoods for exhaust over the stove with no venting above burners. There is a health concern. On October 23 another rep from CES arrived – he writes detected fuel (propane) leaks, none noted, repaired three pilots, tested stove burner operation, lit pilots on oven and tested operation. Noted improper venting for stove needs commercial vent head to prevent a buildup of carbon monoxide in a small space.  LP tank of Mirabito locked – turned off safety valve behind stove on left side.  Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated that he had spoken with Michael Taylor of CES and the stove was repaired but noted the hood vents were not sufficient. We need to find out how much proper vents would cost. If they are too expensive, then we’ll get rid of it. Matter tabled for hood prices. 
ASTI – Deputy Supervisor Galligan turned the floor over to Planning Board Chair, Susan Hawvermale who stated they received a letter last week from ASTI that they have withdrawn their application and we will document that at the next planning board meeting. Clerk Nagoda stated the needs a motion to do an accounting and refund of the escrow money. MOTION by Deputy Supervisor Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to perform an accounting and refund remaining escrow funds to ASTI. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

NEW BUISNESS

CHILDHOOD CANCER RESOLUTION – Deputy Supervisor Galligan asked Clerk Nagoda to read the resolution:

WHEREAS, one in five of our nation’s children loses his or her battle with cancer. Many infants, children and teens will suffer from long term effects of comprehensive treatment, including secondary cancers; and

WHERAS, founded over twenty years ago by Steven Firestein, a member of the philanthropic Max Factor cosmetics family, the American Cancer Fund for Children, Inc. and the Kids Cancer Connection, Inc. are dedicated to helping these children and their families; and
WHEREAS, the American Cancer Fund for Children and Kids Cancer Connection provide a variety of vital patient psychosocial services to children undergoing cancer treatment at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, New – Presbyterian: Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital, Kravis Children’s Hospital at Mount Sinai in NYC, as well as participating hospitals throughout the country, thereby enhancing the quality of life for these children and their families; and

WHEREAS, the American Cancer Fund for Children and Kids Cancer Connection also sponsor Courageous Kid Recognition Award presentation, community get well cards and hospital celebrations in honor of a child’s determination and bravery to fight the battle against childhood cancer.

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Creegan to adopt said childhood cancer resolution. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ROAD NAME – TROLL LANE (NOH) – Clerk Nagoda stated there is a little piece of road off of Griffin Road that is only a few hundred feet that has never been named in the Town of Forestburgh. It is named on the Orange County, Deerpark side as Troll Lane. One of the previous property owners on this road would never agree to change the name. That person has since sold his property. The residents have joined together and contacted Sullivan County Real Property and the road must be named for 9-1-1 purposes, the residents have all submitted letters to me requesting the name be changed to Boulder Way, Sullivan County Real Property has confirmed there is no other Boulder Way in the county and Orange County has agreed to change the name if approved. MOTION by Deputy Supervisor Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to name the unnamed not official highway off of Griffin Road to Boulder Way for the purposes of 9-1-1. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW – Clerk Nagoda stated that effective September 30, 2015 the term of Ron Geysen as a member of the Board of Assessment Review has expired. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Deputy Supervisor Galligan to re-appoint Ron Geysen to the Board of Assessment Review for a five year term, ending September 30, 2020. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

SENIOR CITIZEN EXEMPTION LEVELS – Attorney Klein stated that the county has just updated their senior citizen exemption levels to the highest that the state will allow. What Assessor Ketcham is suggesting is that we follow suit with the county  - it’s easier if our exemption levels meet theirs. One other thing that is out there is a Gold Star Parent Exemption.  It is an exemption eligible to a person who lost a child in combat. It all has to be done by local law to amend our taxation law in the code book.  MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to direct Attorney Klein to prepare a local law to amend our taxation code for exemption levels, aged income and gold star parent exemptions. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS – Attorney Klein stated that he just discussed this with Councilwoman Barnhart, we’ll have this done by the end of the year.

COMMITTEE REPORTS –

Planning Board – Chair Susan Hawvermale stated there is a new application for the planning board that requires the applicant to file their paperwork twenty days as opposed to ten for the board to review. It helps us to better plan for a meeting and establish an agenda. We also established rules and regulations for the board that also address public comment. 

Historian – No report.

Building Inspector – No report.

Seniors – No report.

Forestburgh Day – No report. 

PUBLIC COMMENT – 

Dan Hogue – There is an engineering bill for $125.00 on the general fund vouchers – what is it for? Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated he attends the planning board meetings.  Mr. Hogue then asked if we have anything in writing the Lost Lake will pay for the inspections. Deputy Supervisor Galligan replied yes, we have that.
Jim Galligan – Now that the town owns the Dill Road property, you are liable if someone gets in there and gets hurt. Has anything been done to secure it? Attorney Klein suggested that we contact our insurance carrier and get it added to our insurance. Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated we will send the building inspector over there to make sure it’s secure. 
Marcia Raponi – I would just like to invite everyone to see our brand new library. It’s gorgeous, and beautiful and come take advantage of it. 

COUNTY ACTIVITIES – Superintendent Hogue stated that the highway superintendent’s and the supervisors have been meeting with the legislators to discuss the sharing of the additional revenue from the casino. The formula they have come up with is to split the remaining 45% of additional income among the fifteen towns. They currently get 36 million in sales tax revenue – they are basing it on $40 million – 45% of that will be split between the towns.  Attorney Klein stated that anything over $40 million is what the county will split among the towns. They have not yet decided how they going to base the amounts it will either be by assessed valuation or by population. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to enter into executive session for the purpose of potential litigation and invite Attorney Klein into said session. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Creegan to reconvene into regular session. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Deputy Supervisor Galligan to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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