The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, October 1, 2015 in the town hall. 

Deputy Supervisor Galligan called the meeting to order at 7:08

Roll Call: Present – John W. Galligan, Councilman/Deputy Supervisor



      Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



      Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



       Michael Creegan, Councilman


  Absent – William B. Sipos, Supervisor


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Kenneth C. Klein, Attorney for the Town



    Dan Hogue, Jr., Highway Superintendent



    Susan Hawvermale, Planning Board Chair

REPORTS –
Deputy Supervisor submitted a financial report for the month of September 2015.
Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted a report of clerk fees and activity for September, 2015.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted reports of justice court fees and activity for September, 2015.

PUBLIC COMMENT – 
Richard Robbins – I noticed on the agenda under “New Business” is Attorney for ZBA. I am wondering, if before the town suffers the expense of hiring an attorney for an application to the ZBA that pertains to ASTI, specifically with regard to the town’s determination, that the application did constitute an outdoor recreational use under the town code. Whether it might be prudent for the town, first confirm that in fact, ASTI is still a viable application. Insofar as we’ve learned that, by their own representations here, that if they had a closing date of September 30, yesterday, I don’t believe that they closed on any deal, and if the contract thereby expired yesterday on the failure to close and it was not extended. We’ve heard the rumors and gossip that ASTI would be dead, which would mean we don’t have to hire a lawyer to handle an application from the zoning board. So before you hire a lawyer for that, you confirm whether or not ASTI is dead or alive. If it is found not to be dead, then you can also consider revisiting the earlier determination that it was in fact a recreational use, looking closely at the arguments that were set forth and maybe there can be a review of that earlier decision by the town before having to go to any appeal and reverse its decision. I think it’s pretty clear, and maybe a reassessment on your part would bring the same conclusion. 
Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated that to his knowledge we have received no formal communication. Attorney Klein added that he inquired as well and their counsel represented to him that they are still revising the application and it is still on hold and they intend to submit a modified application. If and when I hear something different, I will certainly let everybody know.  I do agree it would be ridiculous to incur the expense and a waste of the zoning board of appeals time for them to entertain an application that may be moot if they are withdrawing or are not going to proceed. Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated that he and Supervisor Sipos were tasked with hiring an attorney to represent the ZBA and the one attorney that Deputy Supervisor Galligan spoke with is fully aware that if this thing, or if we get formal notification that they have taken their application away, that he wouldn’t come or he wouldn’t charge us anything. Attorney Klein stated that he has one other observation, if the ASTI folks and the group that has taken the appeal to the ZBA, if they would agree to put the thing on hold until ASTI makes a decision, I don’t think the ZBA would have a problem with that and then we wouldn’t incur any expense either. Maybe if ASTI does withdraw – then it goes away at that point. We wouldn’t have to expend the resources until we have too. Just food for thought. 
Richard Robbins – Well if the contract is as they represented to be, with a close date of September 30 and we receive actual confirmation that, that is correct and that it has not, by both parties, been extended. I have been led to believe by both parties, that the seller was not going to extend the time to close.  If the contract is dead, whether I hear it from the buyer or the seller, that is something that I think would be useful to everybody. 
Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated that we have to be sure what we are doing. 

Councilwoman Barnhart asked Attorney Klein when he last heard from someone on this to wit he replied last week. He stated that it is their decision if and when they decide to withdraw. There is nothing you can really do. I am not privy to their dealings with the seller and all you hear is rumor and innuendo – who knows. If they have a contract and it’s got a deadline, the parties can agree to extend that deadline. I can’t even verify what the deadline was IF there WAS one. I am assuming you don’t have the benefit of their contract, I sure don’t.  Richard Robbins replied that he doesn’t and stated that is another issue, why don’t we? Attorney Klein replied they don’t have to, that’s why. It’s a deal between private parties.  
Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated that he had spoken with the Supervisor yesterday and he had received no formal notification as well. 

MINUTES – Clerk Nagoda submitted minutes of the September 3, 2015 Town Board meeting and the September 28, 2015 budget workshop for review. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to accept the regular meeting minutes of September 3, 2015. Vote: 3 ayes – 1 abstention. Councilman Creegan abstained as he was absent from that meeting. Motion carried. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to accept the minutes of the September 28, 2015 budget workshop as submitted. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #194 – 221 in the sum of $12, 291.47 as set forth in abstract # 10 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to pay general fund vouchers. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS - # 94 – 102 in the sum of $135,594.10 as set forth in abstract # 9 were reviewed. MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Creegan to accept the highway fund vouchers. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS – 

Clerk Nagoda read a letter from Ed & Danielle Mack who previously donated $500.00 to be used to purchase mulch for the playground. Since the mulch that has been received was donated by the Village of Monticello, they are requesting a refund of their $500.00. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to refund the donation of $500.00 to Ed & Danielle Mack. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

Clerk Nagoda stated that we have an invoice that goes back to August 2014 from Barton & Loguidice for the working on the subdivision regulations. I sent them a letter stating that we had nothing to support this invoice – I didn’t hear anything from them. I then received an email from Chuck Voss stating that apparently he and I had a phone conversation to discuss where our attorney was on the review of this – so that is what this is for. Attorney Klein stated that you are going to need them, I would suggest paying the invoice. MOTION by Deputy Supervisor Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to pay the outstanding bill of $125.00 to Barton & Loguidice. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

EMPLOYEE POLICY/HANDBOOK – Councilwoman Landis stated that she needs a few things such as insurance contributions, etc. from the budget to finish it. Matter tabled. 
REVALUATION BOND – Clerk Nagoda stated that all board members have the resolution in their folders:

BOND RESOLUTION

(effective immediately)
At a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New York, held at the Town Hall, 332 King Road, in Forestburgh, New York, in said Town, on the 1st day of October, 2015, at 7:00 o'clock P.M., Prevailing Time.

The meeting was called to order by Deputy Supervisor John W. Galligan, and upon roll being called, the following were

PRESENT: John W. Galligan, Councilman/Deputy Supervisor


       Katherine L. Barnhart, Councilwoman


       Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman


       Michael Creegan, Councilman

ABSENT: William B. Sipos, Supervisor

The following resolution was offered by Councilwoman Barnhart, who moved its adoption, seconded by Councilwoman Landis, to‑wit:

BOND RESOLUTION DATED OCTOBER 1, 2015.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A TOWN-WIDE REVALUATION FOR THE TOWN OF FORESTBURGH, SULLIVAN COUNTY, NEW YORK, AT A MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $130,000, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $130,000 BONDS OF SAID TOWN TO PAY THE COST THEREOF.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the Town of Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New York, as follows:

Section 1.
A town-wide revaluation for its assessment roll in and for the Town of Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New York, is hereby authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $130,000. 

Section 2.
The plan for the financing of such maximum estimated cost shall be by the issuance of $130,000 bonds of said Town hereby authorized to be issued therefor pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 3.
It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid specific object or purpose is five years, pursuant to subdivision 53 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law. It is hereby further determined that the maximum maturity of the bonds herein authorized will not exceed five years.

Section 4
The faith and credit of said Town of Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New York, are hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in each year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds becoming due and payable in such year.  There shall annually be levied on all the taxable real property of said Town, a tax sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same become due and payable.

Section 5.
Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the serial bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Supervisor, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said Supervisor, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 6.
All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be determined by the Supervisor, the chief fiscal officer of such Town.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the Local Finance Law, as the Supervisor shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 7
The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if:

1)
Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said Town is not authorized to expend money, or

2)
The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this resolution are not substantially complied with,

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or

3)
Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.

Section 8.
This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of Treasury Regulations Section 1.150 - 2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long‑term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein.

Section 9
This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary form in the official newspaper of said Town designated for such purpose, together with a notice of the Town Clerk in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law.


The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows:

Councilwoman Barnhart VOTING aye;

Deputy Supervisor/Councilman Galligan VOTING  aye;

Councilwoman Landis VOTING aye;

Councilman Creegan VOTING aye;

The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.
Councilwoman Barnhart stated that she has the contract with GAR and was hoping to get it signed tonight. Attorney Klein stated that the assessor is ok with the contract – my concern was that if he was happy with the timelines and items as such. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan authorizing the Supervisor to enter into contract and sign the contract with GAR and Associates for the revaluation of the assessments of the Town of Forestburgh. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried. 

LOST LAKE SUPERVISION – Councilman Creegan stated that he, the Supervisor and Tim Gottlieb met the other day – we discussed what we thought it was necessary for Mr. Gottlieb to do and it was agreed that bi-weekly inspections would be sufficient at this point. If more inspections were warranted, he would do those as well. Randy Gracy of Lost Lake has agreed to pay for all of the inspections. 

MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to have Tim Gottlieb follow up as agreed with Randy Gracy for all Lost Lake inspections and that Tim Gottlieb will get confirmation of payment agreement from Mr. Gracy. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
198 DILL ROAD – We have received the check for over $20,000.00 from Wells-Fargo and we have closed on the property located at 198 Dill Road. Attorney Klein stated that he is still waiting for the deed to the parcel but since the clerk has received the money, I’m sure the deed will follow shortly. There is no action for the board to take until we receive the title. Matter tabled. 
2016 BUDGET – Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated we don’t yet have any of the numbers to start working on the budget. Councilwoman Barnhart stated that we need more information than what we have. Clerk Nagoda replied we have not received several departmental requests yet but we can schedule a budget workshop and get as many numbers as we can by then. Attorney Klein stated that he has been kept in the loop on this as well and he needs to speak with the Assessor to get more information on the tax base. 
MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to hold a budget workshop on Monday, October 5, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the town hall. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 Nays. Motion carried.

STOVE – Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated that he contacted Michael Taylor of Combined Energy Service but I don’t think anyone has come to look at the stove yet. Matter tabled.
NEW BUSINESS

ATTORNEY FOR ZBA – Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated that he spoke with Walter Garigliano, he is in favor of representing the town if necessary. He understands if the application is withdrawn before the 8th there would be no reason to attend.  He is available and will attend if necessary for the ZBA meeting. 
MOTION by Deputy Supervisor Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to hire Walter Garigliano to represent the Zoning Board of Appeals if necessary on October 8, 2015. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

SNOW AND ICE CONTRACT – Clerk Nagoda stated that we have received the new snow and ice contract with the county from 2015 to 2018. Superintendent Hogue stated this has been done for years – the towns are paid what the state pays the county on previous years. MOTION by Deputy Supervisor Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to authorize the Supervisor to sign the snow and ice contract with Sullivan County for 2015 – 2018. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
LOCAL LAW # 3 – TAX CAP OVERRIDE – Attorney Klein stated that it sounds to me that no matter what you do, you aren’t going to be able to stay under the tax cap for the 2016 budget. The 2% tax cap is actually 0.7 odd something fraction – it’s rather convoluted. I would recommend you adopt this as a parachute – it you are able to bring the budget in under, it won’t matter. You have to adopt the local law before you adopt your budget. You can schedule your pu8blic hearing for the November meeting and adopt it in the November meeting before you adopt your budget. 

MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to hold a public hearing on the Local Law # 3 of 2015 overriding the Tax Cap on Thursday, November 5, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the town hall. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays.  Motion carried.

PANCREATIC CANCER RESOLUTION – Clerk Nagoda stated that we do this every year – I was contacted by Ralph Chaney ho is the community advocate for the Pancreatic Cancer Society and requests the board adopt the following resolution:

Declaring November 13, 2015 as “World Pancreatic Canter Day” in the Town of Forestburgh.

WHEREAS, in  2015, an estimated 48,960 people will be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in the United States and 40,560 will die from the disease;

WHEREAS, pancreatic cancer is on the deadliest cancers, is currently the fourth leading cause of cancer death in the United Stated and is projected to become the second by 2020;

WHEREAS, pancreatic cancer is the only major cancer with a five year relative survival rate in the single digits at just seven percent;

WHEREAS, when symptoms of pancreatic cancer present themselves, it is generally late state, and 73 percent of pancreatic cancer patients die within the first year of their diagnosis while 93 percent of pancreatic cancer patients die within the first five years;

WHEREAS, approximately 2,590 deaths will occur in New York State in 2015;

WHEREAS, pancreatic cancer is the 7th most common cause of cancer related death in men and woman across the world;

WHEREAS, there will be an estimated 367,000 new pancreatic cancer cases diagnosed globally in 2015;

WHEREAS, the good health and well being of the residents of the Town of Forestburgh are enhanced as a direct result of increased awareness about pancreatic cancer and research into early detection, causes and effective treatments; therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the Supervisor, William B. Sipos, of the Town of Forestburgh designated November 13 at “World Pancreatic Cancer Day” in the Town of Forestburgh.

MOTION by Deputy Supervisor Galligan, seconded by Councilman Creegan to adopt the aforementioned resolution declaring November 13, 2015 as “World Pancreatic Cancer Day”. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
HISTORICAL MARKER – GORDON MACADAM – Mr. MacAdam stated that he had spoken with Historian, Sabina Toomey about the possibility of putting up two historical markers here in Forestburgh and one just over the line in Thompson. There are some people in this room who don’t know me; there are many of you who have known me for many, many years. I grew up on the Rose Valley Road next to Melody Lake. Melody Lake used to be Toohey Pond, who was my great grandfather. Our family has been in Sullivan County since the 1850’s, and here on the Rose Valley Road since the 1860’s. Four years ago my brother and I started to do research for a family history book, which we published a year and half ago and have subsequently added to this. In digging through some old property records and a lot of local history here, some of the things that came to light, were there were three locations, right near the development of Lost Lake, there was a platform stop for the Port Jervis-Monticello railroad there. At the intersection of Rose Valley Road and Cold Spring Road – I got a hold of your Historian, Sabina Toomey and we took a walk down in there – there was a huge saw mill in operation at the time, owned by a man named George Barnum. He operated that mill for about fifty years. They shipped millions of board feet of lumber from that mill out of that platform stop. We thought that both of those locations deserve a historical marker and the other is in the Town of Thompson on the other side of Melody Lake where there was a boarding house and another saw mill. That platform stop was integral to the operation of the boarding house and the two saw mills for about sixty to seventy years. I will be meeting with the Thompson Historian, Al Wolkolff next week about that site. I am asking for consideration for your historian to spend the money out of her budget, I have given her all of the maps showing the location of Barnum’s Mill, the platform stop and the boarding house. I also gave her copies of the information from a book called “Old Monticello” that was written by a Monticello native in 1930 that went back into the 1800’s. The Barnum’s, the Toohey’s and the platform stop are all in that book. I am hoping that you and the Town of Thompson will go along with this proposition for these markers.  Councilwoman Barnhart asked if we would need permission from the property owner to place these markers. Mr. Macadam replied that we will, we just are not yet that far. Right now we are just gathering information and support. Your historian gave me the information from the company where you have purchased these markers in the past, I contacted them and they sent down a tentative quote. My brother and I have worked out the tentative wording. The other thing that my brother and I will do, because we have expanded on this book and that expansion included a lot of history on St. Joseph’s and Stephen Crane Pond – my brother found some incredible information on Stephen Crane that was written by Judge Dimmock. Judge Dimmock grew up alongside the Crane family when he was a kid, so there is information that we will pass on to you for your records. So that is my pitch, I think the opportunity of doing these two markers would be great.  Clerk Nagoda asked that in light of it being budget time, the historian has enough money in her budget right now to purchase one marker, I am assuming that the board and their generosity will leave that amount in her budget line for next year. If the board decides to approve your request, can you put off the purchase of the second marker until next budget year?  Mr. MacAdam replied sure, whatever will work with you guys – if we can do one this year and one next year, that would be great. Clerk Nagoda and Superintendent Hogue stated that the highway department always gets the post from the plumbing supply so don’t order the post when you order the sign. Superintendent Hogue stated that cast aluminum is the way to go, not cast iron. Clerk Nagoda offered to save the shipping costs as she is up near there quite frequently. Deputy Supervisor Galligan asked how long it’s been since we purchased a marker. Historian Toomey replied it’s been a few years and I have been talking to Superintendent Hogue about the one that is missing that I would like to get replaced. I really want to thank Mr. MacAdam because the information that he has given us isn’t documented anywhere that I know of. The board was all in favor of moving this forward. MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to purchase one historical marker this year. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS – 

Planning Board – Planning Board Chair, Susan Hawvermale reported that the Planning Board is in the process of putting together policy and procedure for use by the planning board. At our August meeting, ASTI has requested that their application be tabled. They have six months to reactivate the application, which would be February of 2016.
Historian – Sabina Toomey stated that she has submitted Elsie Winterberger’s name to the Sullivan County Historical Society because annually they choose two people, one is the “history maker” and this year it is a man from Fallsburg who is largely responsible for us having Sullivan County Community College, his name is Harold Gold. They are awarding Elsie Winterberger, posthumously as the “History Preserver” on October 18 at the Rockland House Restaurant in Roscoe.
Building Inspector – With 143 St. Joseph’s Hill Road – the seasonal units must now be vacated and there are two apartments in the house – the caretaker’s and one other. How the board wants to proceed with this, I guess we will discuss in executive session but there are list of violations.
Seniors – Sabina Toomey stated there is a group known SLAC (Senior Legislative Action Committee) and I have been asked to attend those meetings. There was a girl who spoke about conservation and she will be coming to us after the New Year to get us to be green at any opportunity we can. The seniors are getting ready to attend the Oktoberfest at the Alpine Village in Honesdale. 

Forestburgh Day – Councilwoman Landis stated it is tentatively scheduled for August 20, 2016 and the 5K race will continue. 

PUBLIC COMMENT –

Jim Steinberg – I am Chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners, back in June we sent a letter to the town about gated and chained driveways. It was brought up at our fire company meeting last night so I am asking what can be done about it; it’s been five months since we notified the town. The code enforcement officer has to enforce it – its time, if we have to lose time to take somebody’s gate down – it’s a matter of five or ten minutes when someone’s house is fire. Attorney Klein stated that he has to check that out – you may have to adopt some local legislation. On an emergency call you have the right but the point is well taken. 

Gene Raponi – I went to the planning board meeting the other night and what broke out was the Town of Delaware rules and regulations, it was a very long meeting and they want to put rules and regulations – there was much discussion from the audience and people were dismayed – I told them it doesn’t sound user friendly for a planning board to have this many rules and regulations. I asked the Chairwoman why are you doing this and she responded with they are going to forge their own way as a planning board. That bothered me and I’m not the only person at that meeting that this bothered.  The planning board is appointed; the town board makes the rules and regulations. Is there anybody here that was at that meeting that has any feelings about it? Deputy Supervisor Galligan stated that he can comment on it a little bit – I think the planning board does have the right to make their own rules without town board approval. Attorney Klein agreed with Deputy Supervisor Galligan.  Councilwoman Barnhart stated that it was said at the meeting that the town board has the authority to determine the rules for all of the boards that would supersede the rules and discussion and it was suggested at the meeting that it would be better if all the rules were the same and if the town board promulgated those rules and I agree with that.  Jim Steinberg added that he sits on the zoning board of appeals too, and if you have three sets of rules and someone comes in for a public hearing and public comment, they don’t know what rules they have to follow and you’ll be handing out a handbook of the rules – if the town board sets one set of rules then all the boards follow the same rules. 
Richard Robbins – I looked up the Town of Delaware’s rules and found the resolution where they read the actual text of the statute at the meeting but they didn’t read the whereas clauses, as an attorney, I know that the whereas clauses give you the origin of what’s prompting the adoption of the resolution.  None of us live in the Town of Delaware and none of us go the meetings in Delaware, just like no one from Delaware came here during any of the ASTI meetings.  So I thought I would read the two whereas clauses from the Delaware statute to give the clearest indication of what they were thinking about and what they were concerned with. What they were concerned about is NOT Forestburgh’s story and history and experience with public comment. This is from the Town of Delaware: “Whereas, the committee on open government has stated that any such rules (this has to do with conduct at meetings) could prove as a basis for preventing interruptions, shouting or other outbursts or slanderous or obscene language or signs and that a town board could regulate actions of the public attending meetings so as to not interfere with meetings, or prevent others in attendance from observing or hearing the deliberative process. And whereas, a town board has a responsibility to ensure that everybody has the right to participate (public hearings) therefore can generally limit the length and nature of the public comment so that the town board may consider various points of view.” Now in my experience in Forestburgh we’ve never had a problem with slanderous or obscene language or signs. I mean there have been some pretty bold statements offered but I don’t think anybody has taken horrible offense of them. I know I was slandered in the last meeting and I know Katherine (Barnhart) was slandered in the last meeting but I don’t think either of us, as people who have been slandered, stand up and say we have to change the rules, this is outrageous. We’re reasonable people here. We may disagree, but we are reasonable people here.  This rule is premised on a perception of the public not behaving as reasonable people. I think for one board in this town, or any board in this town or all boards in this town, to constrain speech and what the public has to say, in a way that is being proposed is not reasonable and really shouldn’t be done. I would urge the town board to voice their thoughts on a) one of its constituent boards – whether it’s the planning board or any other board in this town should adopt a rule such as this. I would hope they would voice the opinion that in Forestburgh, this is not necessary. Maybe in Delaware it is, where Attorney Klein also represents the town board as attorney, but not here in Forestburgh. 

Susan Hawvermale – The previous meeting where we went over the Town of Delaware resolution we had been requested by people in the audience, quite a few actually, to put forth some rules and regulations. It’s one of those things where you are damned if you and damned if you don’t.  We said ok, we’ll come up with rules and regulations. We have no possible way of interfering with anybody’s freedom of speech or constraining speech. We welcome it, it helps us, we are open to it that is why we have public comment, but we thought they were good regulations and the vote was unanimous to have Attorney Klein put a resolution together so that we can go over it at the next meeting, at the insistence of the audience at the previous planning board meeting. 
Sabina Toomey – I’d like to hand out some of these forms and ask you to join the historical society, it is a minimal amount and it helps keep this wonderful place alive and if you haven’t been over to the museum in Hurleyville, please go and take your children and grandchildren. Also, about the planning board, there have been a tremendous amount of rumors and very ugly things have happened, unfortunately. I think, in my opinion that it’s come so close to the town elections, that it’s been over blown. We are a very small group. I agree with Mr. Robbins that people have a right to say how they feel. Voltaire said I may not agree with you, but I will fight for your freedom to say it and personally, I can’t believe that it has come to this slanderous situation. Our country is in such a mix up and if we don’t try to find some way to come together maybe we can find a different approach on how things can go.  It doesn’t mean we should stab each other in the back. 

Sheldon Pasternack – I have two questions – basically, I attended the planning board meeting there was a discussion on the amount of time that you can speak – some said three minutes, some thought five were good – then they said no, it will be three minutes. Then it was could you give your three minutes to somebody else to continue the planning board said no. Other agencies let you give your minutes to somebody else – why is this such a touchy point with the planning board. If a good point is being brought up and that speaker runs out of time – why can’t I give him my time so he can go more in depth with it and why would the board not want to.  Secondly, the last time we were here, ASTI had to put ten thousand dollars away to basically fund certain things and they didn’t replenish those funds – have they yet? Clerk Nagoda replied no, they have not replenished their escrow account and we have not heard one word from them.  Councilwoman Barnhart asked if that was before they asked for their application to be tabled. Clerk Nagoda replied I contacted them about the replenishment of escrow funds WAY before they requested their application be tabled.  I do not anticipate hearing anything from them until they either resubmit their application or withdraw their application. Attorney Klein asked if we were in a negative situation. Clerk Nagoda replied no, absolutely not, I would never let it get to that. There is approximately $8,000 left.  Deputy Supervisor Galligan asked Planning Board Chair Hawvermale if she had a reply to Mr. Pasternack. I thought you had changed it so that people could share their minutes. Chairwoman Hawvermale replied that the planning board has made no determination as of yet. 
Gene Raponi – As most people know, in this room, with all the years that I was on the town board, I fought long and hard to get this planning board reinstated. I kept saying that I felt the planning board is an important part of the town board. I want to see a planning board that is user friendly to the town, I don’t feel the way its going right now is user friendly. They need to do things that are much more compatible with the town and its people.
David Bodenstein – My name is David Bodenstein of Mike Preis Insurance last month I had stopped down and the clerk was nice enough to give me her time, I stopped to discuss the town’s property and casualty insurance. About a dozen years ago I had actually quoted the town’s insurance. I haven’t done it since and what I really wanted to do was come down and spend a few minutes with the board to gauge your interest, if you are interested in my quoting it again. My understanding is that from time to time your current agent will “shop” your insurance, I was a little surprised that you are still with Selective, that’s who you were with a dozen years ago when I was here and that’s a little unusual. They are a terrific company. Not all companies will insure municipalities, there are four or five that will do it – Selective is one of them. There are three carriers that I would be interested in contacting if you would be interested in getting quotations. I contact all three carriers to see if they had quoted your insurance previously, NYMIR said they had about five years ago, the other two stated they had sent in applications in 2013 and that the applications were incomplete and no further information was forthcoming, so they did not provide quotations.  I am here to gauge your interest, I’m not here to try to freeze our or block out your current agent from other markets.  MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to have Mike Preis Insurance prepare insurance quotes with Glastfelter, NYMIR and Trident . Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Deputy Supervisor Galligan to enter into executive session for the purpose of potential litigation and invite Attorney Klein, Code Enforcement Officer Len Wheat, Jim Steinberg and Fire Chief Gary Miller into said session. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
MOTION by Councilman Creegan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to reconvene into regular session at 8:45 p.m. Vote: 4 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Deputy Supervisor Galligan to adjourn at 8:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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