*****DRAFT*****
The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, January 7, 2016 at the town hall.

Supervisor Hogue called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 

Roll Call: Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor



      Katherine L. Barnhart, Councilwoman



      John W. Galligan, Councilman



      Susan Parks Landis, Councilwoman



      Steven Budofsky, Councilman


  Absent – None


Recording


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town Clerk


Others


Present – Joseph Ruggeri, Highway Superintendent



    E. Danielle Jose-Decker, Attorney for the Town

REPORTS – 

Supervisor Hogue submitted a financial report for the month of December 2015.

Town Clerk, Joanne Nagoda submitted a report of clerk fees and activity for the month of December, 2015.

Justices Carroll and Gunther submitted a report of justice court fees and activity for December, 2015.
PUBLIC COMMENT –

Marcia Raponi – I just want to say that all of us at the library are really looking forward to getting the Mickey clock up, the ground looks to be frozen enough so we look forward to getting Mickey from the highway department and to the library. I would also like to request that the little library that is out here on the side of building be shoveled out so that people can use it. 

MINUTES – None were submitted.

GENERAL FUND VOUCHERS - #1 – 11 in the sum of $48,064 as set forth in abstract # 1 were audited for payment. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan to pay all vouchers except that of Marshall and Sterling Insurance. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
HIGHWAY FUND VOUCHERS – None submitted.

ESCROW FUND VOUCHERS - #1 in the sum of $150.00 as set forth in abstract # 1 was audited for payment. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to pay escrow fund the voucher. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS – 

Clerk Nagoda stated that she has two letters of interest for the planning board vacancy, one is from Michael Creegan and the other is from Richard Robbins.

Also there is a letter from Gottlieb Engineering outlining their inspection of Lost Lake. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK – In addition to the one that Councilwoman Landis has worked on, we have received one from our insurance carrier. Matter tabled for review of both documents. 

REVALUATION WORKSHOP – GAR Associates are holding a workshop for information on the revaluation. The workshops are being held on January 26 and 28, 2016 at the firehouse from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. They are mailing a notice to all property owners.
198 DILL ROAD PROPERTY – Everyone has a copy of the appraisal for the property on Dill Road. It was appraised at $38,000. Discussion was held on ways to sell the property.  Matter tabled for attorney review.
STOVE – Councilman Galligan stated that CES has repaired the stove, however the problem is vent hood. It is not sufficient for the size of the stove. We will work on getting quotes for a vent hood. Matter tabled. 

LOCAL LAW # 1 OF 2016 – SENIOR CITIZEN EXEMPTIONS – MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to adopt Local Law # 1 of 2016 amending the income amounts for senior citizen exemptions and allowing veterans’ exemptions for Gold Star parents. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
PARTNERS IN SAFETY – CONTRACT RENEWAL – Partners In Safety does our state mandated drug and alcohol testing at the highway department. We looked into a newer company, but Supervisor Hogue recommends staying with Partners In Safety. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to renew our contract with Partners In Safety. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

JUSTICE COURT PROSECUTING ATTORNEY – Clerk Nagoda requested this be tabled, she has tried almost every attorney in Sullivan County and no one is interested or available when court is held. Matter tabled.
NEW BUSINESS

SKI PROGRAM – Clerk Nagoda hasn’t yet received the prices and she is getting in touch with Erin Morse to oversee the program. It will be together when the ski opens, if we ever get snow. 

DOOR LOCKS – The door locks on this building haven’t been changed in forever. Discussion was held to put new locks on the building, explore a key fob system or even just a fob system on the main interior door upstairs. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to purchase new locks not to exceed $1,000. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

AGREEMENT FOR FIRE HYDRANT MAINTENANCE – Supervisor Hogue stated he thought we had an agreement; we have always plowed and maintained them. MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, seconded by Councilman Galligan to continue to plow and maintain the dry hydrants for the fire company. Vote 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

UNION CONTRACT – Union Representative Richard Messina contacted me to re-open union negotiations. Councilman Budofsky and Supervisor Hogue will meet with Mr. Messina. 
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT – The following items are to be declared surplus equipment: one refrigerator, a broken Texas Instruments calculator, a black metal card file. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to deem those items surplus and be disposed of by the best means possible at the discretion of the highway superintendent. Also to be listed as surplus equipment is a cross country ski groomer that is to be donated to the Monticello Central School District for their Cross country ski team. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS –

Planning Board – There are no new applications and nothing on the horizon.

Historian – A brief history of Squirrels Corners.  Working with Sullivan Renaissance to obtain a grant to replant the Eagle Garden at the town hall. Volunteers are needed. Supervisor Hogue supports Ms. Toomey working with Sullivan Renaissance. 
Building Inspector – Need an executive session for discussion.
Seniors – Next meeting January 11, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. at the town hall.

Forestburgh Day – Will meet probably in April.

PUBLIC COMMENT – 
Fire Chief Todd Petrowsky – There is a past agreement between the town and the fire department dated March 19, 2009 is states that we are to have keys issued to the Chief and the Assistant Chief – it was changed and we need more than two keys. It was requested that each vehicle at the fire house has a key to access the gate the fuel pumps.  Discussion was held with regard to plowing the firehouse
MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to amend the existing agreement with Forestburgh Fire Company to get seven (7) keys – one for each vehicle and office to access the highway department for fuel. The form of the contract will be approved by the attorney for the town. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

COUNTY ACTIVITIES – The Highway Superintendent’s and Supervisor’s have been meeting with the legislators about sharing the tax revenue from the casino and other projects in the county. The county gets about 36 -39 million dollars in sales tax revenue. They will share anything over 40.5 million dollars in a formula that has to be hashed out. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, seconded by Councilman Budofsky to enter into executive session for the purpose of personnel and potential litigation and invite Attorney Jose and Building Inspector Wheat into said session. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
MOTION by Councilman Budofsky, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to reconvene into regular session at 9:19 p.m. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilman Galligan to adjourn at 9:19.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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