*****DRAFT*****
The Town of Forestburgh Town Board held a special meeting on Tuesday, January 19, 2016 in the town hall.
Supervisor Hogue called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Present – Daniel S. Hogue, Jr., Supervisor



      Katherine Barnhart, Councilwoman



      John W. Galligan, Councilman



      Susan Parks-Landis, Councilwoman



      Steven Budofsky, Councilman


  Absent – None


Recording 


Secretary – Joanne K. Nagoda, Town 


Others


Present – David Bodenstein, Mike Preis Insurance



    Anne Backlund, Marshall & Sterling Insurance

Mr. Bodenstein thanked the board and stated that he was able to obtain quotes from NYMIR (New York Municipal Insurance Reciprocal) and the other quote was from Trident. You are currently insured with Selective Insurance and Darwin through Marshall & Sterling.
Mr. Bodenstein explained all of the coverage from both companies. The bottom line is annually for all coverage NYMIR quoted $25,651.99 and Trident quoted $23,158.63.
Anne Backlund thanked the board and introduced her associate Greg Townsend to help her present the proposals from Marshall & Sterling. We have served the Town of Forestburgh for ten to fifteen years and this year I obtained quotes from Selective with Darwin and Allied. Ms. Backlund and Mr. Townsend explained all of the coverage’s and services that Marshall & Sterling provide. Selective has quote $27,323.37 and Allied quoted $28,004.40

Discussion was held by the board regarding the cost differences and the different insurers.

MOTION by Supervisor Hogue, seconded by Councilwoman Barnhart to award the 2016 insurance to Mike Preis Agency and NYMIR. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.
Supervisor Hogue thanked Anne Backlund and Marshall & Sterling for their many years of service. 

Supervisor Hogue stated that the other night we spoke about an accountant. I spoke with Joan at Guy Jollie’s office who helped us run payroll. We discussed doing an audit, and I really think we should do a full blown audit. I spoke with comptroller’s office when  I was in Albany, they will only come down and do an audit if there was criminal wrongdoing. We did talk to Cooper Arias and their cost for a full blown audit is $12,000. We could keep Guy Jollie as an accountant but hire Cooper Arias for the audit. We don’t really know how much money is in the reserve fund. Councilwoman Barnhart stated that it would be $12,000 for the audit and for $1,200 they would do the annual report.  That is what she would like to see. Discussion was then held with regard to paying for this. 
MOTION BY Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan to hire Cooper Arias to do an audit and prepare the annual report not to exceed $13,200. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

Supervisor Hogue stated that he was contacted by Fire Commissioner Jim Steinberg with regard to the solid waste fee for the fire district. The fee is $120 and the problem is it is due by the end of the month and they don’t meet until the second Tuesday of February.  He has asked if the Town will pay the fee and they will just reimburse us. MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilman Galligan to pay the solid waste fee for the fire district until they can reimburse us in February. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

Supervisor Hogue stated the one thing we need to talk about the Councilwoman Landis has worked on for quite some time is that with the health insurance, any new hire pay 15% of the NYSHIP premium with no buyout clause effective December 31, 2015. We should have the attorney’s draw up a resolution and that it would not affect the highway department due to the collective bargaining agreement. If everyone agrees I will have the attorney draw up the resolution.  Councilman Galligan asked if that includes elected officials. Supervisor Hogue replied there is already a policy in place for the office highway superintendent and town clerk, this would cover your bookkeeper or anyone else down the line. I also spoke with the union rep about this and he understands because it’s becoming quite common.
MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to authorize the attorney to draft a resolution that new employees (excluding highway) pay 15% of their health insurance premium with on buyout effective to anyone hired after December 31, 2015. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays.

Councilman Galligan stated that some of the towns are in support of the natural gas pipeline compression station and the gas line also goes through Forestburgh. Over in Highland there is already a resolution against it but I guess some think they can get it overturned. I know we have one against fracking but I don’t think it covers compression stations. Discussion was held against compression stations. MOTION by Councilman Galligan, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to authorize the attorney to draw up a local law banning compression stations in Forestburgh for the Millennium pipeline. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – MOTION by Councilwoman Barnhart, seconded by Councilwoman Landis to enter into executive session for the purpose of union negotiations. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

MOTION by Councilwoman Landis, seconded by Councilman Galligan to reconvene into regular session at 8:45 p.m. Vote: 5 ayes – 0 nays. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Councilman Galligan to adjourn at 8:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne K. Nagoda,

Town Clerk
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